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~ABIDAN 2  (130) 
(Ab'i-dan) [My Father Has Judged]  
 
· A son of Zeror, and descendant of Bechorath and Aphiah, of the 
tribe of Benjamin.  A comparison of; 
 
· And it was in Gibeon that the father of Gibeon, Jeiel, dwelt, and 

his wife’s name was Maacah. (1 Chronicles 8:29) 
 
· And his son, the firstborn, was Abdon, and Zur and Kish and Baal 

and Nadab. (1 Chronicles 8:30) 
 
· And Gedor and Ahio and Zecher. (1 Chronicles 8:31) 
 
· As for Mikloth, he became father to Shimeah.  And these really 

were the ones that dwelt in front of their brothers in Jerusalem 
along with brothers of theirs. (1 Chronicles 8:32) 

 
· As for Ner, he became father to Kish.  Kish, in turn, became 

father to Saul.  Saul, in turn, became father to Jonathan and 
Malchi-shua and Abinadab and Eshbaal. (1 Chronicles 8:33) 

 
· And in Gibeon was where the father of Gibeon, Jeiel, dwelt.  And 

his wife’s name was Maacah. (1 Chronicles 9:35) 
 
· And his son, the firstborn, was Abdon, and Zur and Kish and Baal 

and Ner and Nadab. (1 Chronicles 9:36) 
 
· And Gedor and Ahio and Zechariah and Mikloth. (1 Chronicles 

9:37) 
 
· As for Mikloth, he became father to Shimeam.  And it was really 

they that dwelt in front of their brothers in Jerusalem along with 
brothers of theirs. (1 Chronicles 9:38) 

 
· As for Ner, he became father to Kish.  Kish, in turn, became 

father to Saul.  Saul, in turn, became father to Jonathan and 
Malchi-shua and Abinadab and Eshbaal. (1 Chronicles 9:39) 

 
· Compare this with; 
 
· Now there happened to be a man of Benjamin, and his name was 



Kish, the son of Abiel, the son of Zeror, the son of Becorath, the 
son of Aphiah, a Benjaminite, a man mighty in wealth. (1 Samuel 
9:1) 

 
· And he happened to have a son whose name was Saul, young and 

handsome, and there was no man of the sons of Israel that was 
handsomer than he, from his shoulders upward he was taller 
than all the people. (1 Samuel 9:2) 

 
· And the name of Saul’s wife was Ahinoam the daughter of 

Ahimaaz, and the name of the chief of his army was Abner the 
son of Ner, the uncle of Saul. (1 Samuel 14:50) 

 
· And Kish was the father of Saul, and Ner the father of Abner was 

the son of Abiel. (1 Samuel 14:51) 
 
· Gives basis for believing that Abiel is also called Jeiel in the 
Chronicles account, since Jeiel is there shown to be the father of Ner, 
who became the father of Kish, Saul’s father. 
 
· And the name of Saul’s wife was Ahinoam the daughter of 

Ahimaaz, and the name of the chief of his army was Abner the 
son of Ner, the uncle of Saul. (1 Samuel 14:50) 

 
· And Kish was the father of Saul, and Ner the father of Abner was 

the son of Abiel. (1 Samuel 14:51) 
 
· Also shows Abiel, or Jeiel, to be the father of Ner.  The record in 
Chronicles indicates that Jeiel, or Abiel, had nine other sons, of whom 
one was named Kish, and this older Kish would thus be the uncle of the 
son of Ner who bore the same name. 
 
· Assuming Abiel and Jeiel both to be names of the same person, 
we arrive at a genealogy such as is set forth in this chart. 
 
·  
 
Aphiah (a descendant of Benjamin) 
Becorath 
Zeror 
Abiel or Jeiel 
Abdon Zur Kish Baal Ner Nadab Gedor Ahio Zechariah Mikloth 
(Zecher) 
Abner Kish 



Saul 
 
 
· Therefore, when we read at; 
 
· Now there happened to be a man of Benjamin, and his name was 

Kish, the son of Abiel, the son of Zeror, the son of Becorath, the 
son of Aphiah, a Benjaminite, a man mighty in wealth. (1 Samuel 
9:1) 

 
· That Kish, that is, the second Kish, the father of Saul, was the son 
of Abiel, it appears that the meaning is that he was the grandson of 
Abiel, as is often the case in Bible genealogy where one or more links in 
the genealogy are simply omitted.  Thus, while the family of the 
Matrites is mentioned at; 
 
· Then he had the tribe of Benjamin draw nearby its families, and 

the family of the Matrites came to be picked.  Finally Saul the son 
of Kish came to be picked.  And they went looking for him, and he 
was not to be found. (1 Samuel 10:21) 

 
· As including Kish and Saul, the name of Matri does not appear in 
the accounts we are considering, nor in the rest of the Bible. 
 
· The record in; 
 
· As for Ner, he became father to Kish.  Kish, in turn, became 

father to Saul.  Saul, in turn, became father to Jonathan and 
Malchi-shua and Abinadab and Eshbaal. (1 Chronicles 8:33) 

 
· As for Ner, he became father to Kish.  Kish, in turn, became 

father to Saul.  Saul, in turn, became father to Jonathan and 
Malchi-shua and Abinadab and Eshbaal. (1 Chronicles 9:39) 

 
· Seems quite definite in presenting Ner as the immediate father of 
the second Kish, and this is clearly the more explicit of the two 
accounts. 
 
See Also KISH 2 
See Also KISH 3 
See Also ABI-ALBON 
 
. Also a Benjamite.  
 



 


