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~ACHISH  (200) 
(A'chish) 
 
· A Philistine king of Gath who reigned during the time of David 
and Solomon.  He was the son of Maoch or Maacah, and in the 
superscription of (Psalms Chapter 34) is called Abimelech, perhaps a 
title similar to Pharaoh or Czar. 
 
· So David rose up and he and six hundred men that were with him 

passed over to Achish the son of Maoch, the king of Gath. (1 
Samuel 27:2) 

 
· And it came about at the end of three years that two slaves of 

Shimei went running away to Achish the son of Maacah the king 
of Gath, and people came telling Shimei, saying;  Look!  Your 
slaves are at Gath. (1 Kings 2:39) 

 
· Twice when David was in flight from Saul he found refuge in the 
domain of King Achish.  On the first occasion, when suspected of being 
an enemy, David feigned insanity, and Achish let him go as a harmless 
idiot. 
 
· Then David rose up and continued running away on account of 

Saul on that day, and at length came to Achish the king of Gath. 
(1 Samuel 21:10) 

 
· And the servants of Achish began to say to him;  Is not this David 

the king of the land?  Was it not to this one that they kept 
responding with dances, saying;  (1 Samuel 21:11) 

 
Saul has struck down his thousands, and David his tens of thousands? 
 
· And David began to take these words to his heart, and he became 

very much afraid on account of Achish the king of Gath. (1 
Samuel 21:12) 

 
· So he disguised his sanity under their eyes and began acting 

insane in their hand and kept making cross marks on the doors of 
the gate and let his saliva run down upon his beard. (1 Samuel 
21:13) 

 
· Finally Achish said to his servants;  Here you see a man behaving 



crazy.  Why should you bring him to me? (1 Samuel 21:14) 
 
· On the second visit David was accompanied by 600 warriors and 
their families, and so Achish assigned them to live in Ziklag.  During the 
year and four months that they were there Achish believed that David’s 
band was making raids on Judean towns, whereas David was actually 
pillaging the Geshurites, Girzites, and Amalekites. 
 
· However, David said in his heart;  Now I shall be swept away one 

day by Saul’s hand.  There is nothing better for me than that I 
should escape without fail to the land of the Philistines, and Saul 
must despair of me in looking for me any longer in all the 
territory of Israel, and I shall certainly escape from his hand. (1 
Samuel 27:1) 

 
· So David rose up and he and six hundred men that were with him 

passed over to Achish the son of Maoch, the king of Gath. (1 
Samuel 27:2) 

 
· And David continued to dwell with Achish in Gath, he and his 

men, each one with his household, David and his two wives, 
Ahinoam the Jezreelitess and Abigail, Nabal’s wife, the 
Carmelitess. (1 Samuel 27:3) 

 
· In time report was made to Saul that David had run away to 

Gath, and so he did not go looking for him still another time. (1 
Samuel 27:4) 

 
· Then David said to Achish;  If, now, I have found favor in your 

eyes, let them give me a place in one of the cities of the 
countryside, that I may dwell there, for why should your servant 
dwell in the royal city with you? (1 Samuel 27:5) 

 
· Accordingly Achish gave him Ziklag on that day.  That is why 

Ziklag has come to belong to the kings of Judah down to this day. 
(1 Samuel 27:6) 

 
· And the number of the days that David dwelt in the countryside 

of the Philistines came to be a year and four months. (1 Samuel 
27:7) 

 
· And David proceeded to go up with his men that they might raid 

the Geshurites and the Girzites and the Amalekites, for they were 
inhabiting the land that extended from Telam as far as Shur and 



down to the land of Egypt. (1 Samuel 27:8) 
 
· And David struck the land, but he preserved neither man nor 

woman alive, and he took flocks and herds and asses and camels 
and garments, after which he returned and came to Achish. (1 
Samuel 27:9) 

 
· Then Achish said;  Where did you men make a raid today?  To this 

David said;  Upon the south of Judah and upon the south of the 
Jerahmeelites and upon the south of the Kenites. (1 Samuel 
27:10) 

 
· As for man and woman, David was not preserving any alive to 

bring them to Gath, saying;  That they may not tell on us, saying;  
This is the way David did.  And this way has been his procedure 
all the days that he dwelt in the countryside of the Philistines. (1 
Samuel 27:11) 

 
· Consequently Achish believed David, saying to himself;  He has 

unquestionably become a stench among his people Israel, and he 
will have to become my servant to time indefinite. (1 Samuel 
27:12) 

 
· So successful was the deception that Achish actually made David 
his personal bodyguard when the Philistines were organizing an attack 
on King Saul, and only at the last moment, upon the insistence of the 
other axis lords of the Philistines, were David and his men sent back to 
Ziklag. 
 
· At that David said to Achish;  That is why you yourself know what 

your servant is to do.  Accordingly Achish said to David;  That is 
why guardian of my head I shall appoint you always. (1 Samuel 
28:2) 

 
· And the Philistines proceeded to collect all their camps together 

at Aphek, while the Israelites were camping by the spring that 
was in Jezreel. (1 Samuel 29:1) 

 
· And the axis lords of the Philistines were passing along by 

hundreds and by thousands, and David and his men were passing 
along afterward with Achish. (1 Samuel 29:2) 

 
· And the princes of the Philistines began to say;  What do these 

Hebrews mean?  At this Achish said to the princes of the 



Philistines;  Is this not David the servant of Saul king of Israel, 
who happened to be with me here a year or two, and I have not 
found in him a single thing from the day of his deserting to me 
until this day? (1 Samuel 29:3) 

 
· And the princes of the Philistines became indignant at him, and 

the princes of the Philistines went on to say to him;  Make the 
man go back, and let him go back to his place where you 
assigned him, and do not let him go down with us into the battle, 
that he may not become a resister of us in the battle.  And with 
what should this person put himself in favor with his lord?  Is it 
not with the heads of those our men? (1 Samuel 29:4) 

 
· Is this not David to whom they kept responding in the dances, 

saying;  Saul has struck down his thousands, and David his tens 
of thousands? (1 Samuel 29:5) 

 
· Consequently Achish called David and said to him;  As Yehowah 

is living, you are upright, and your going out and your coming in 
with me in the camp has been good in my eyes, for I have not 
found badness in you from the day of your coming to me until 
this day.  But in the eyes of the axis lords you are not good. (1 
Samuel 29:6) 

 
· And now return and go in peace, that you may not do anything 

bad in the eyes of the axis lords of the Philistines. (1 Samuel 
29:7) 

 
· However, David said to Achish;  Why, what have I done, and 

what have you found in your servant from the day that I came to 
be before you until this day, that I should not come and actually 
fight against the enemies of my lord the king? (1 Samuel 29:8) 

 
· At this Achish answered and said to David;  I well know that you 

have been good in my own eyes, like an angel of God.  Only it is 
the princes of the Philistines that have said;  Let him not go up 
with us into the battle. (1 Samuel 29:9) 

 
· And now rise up early in the morning with the servants of your 

lord that came with you, and you men must rise up early in the 
morning when it has become light for you.  Then go. (1 Samuel 
29:10) 

 
· Accordingly David rose up early, he and his men, to go in the 



morning and return to the land of the Philistines, and the 
Philistines themselves went up to Jezreel. (1 Samuel 29:11) 

 
· When David became king and warred against Gath, Achish 
apparently was not killed.  He lived into Solomon’s reign. 
 
· And it came about at the end of three years that two slaves of 

Shimei went running away to Achish the son of Maacah the king 
of Gath, and people came telling Shimei, saying;  Look!  Your 
slaves are at Gath. (1 Kings 2:39) 

 
· Immediately Shimei got up and saddled his ass and went to Gath 

to Achish to look for his slaves, after which Shimei went and 
brought his slaves from Gath. (1 Kings 2:40) 

 
· Then Solomon was told;  Shimei has gone out of Jerusalem to 

Gath and is back. (1 Kings 2:41) 
 
See Also GATH 
 
 


