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~ACHOR  (175) 
(A'chor) [Ostracism, Trouble]  
 
· A valley or low plain forming part of the Northeast boundary of 
the tribal territory of Judah. 
 
· And the boundary went up to Debir at the low plain of Achor and 

turning northward to Gilgal, which is in front of the ascent of 
Adummim, which is south of the torrent valley, and the boundary 
passed over to the waters of En-shemesh, and its termination 
proved to be En-rogel. (Joshua 15:7) 

 
· The valley’s name, meaning Ostracism or Trouble, resulted from 
its being the place where Achan and his household were stoned to 
death.  Achan, by his stealing and hiding some booty from the capture 
of Jericho, had brought ostracism on the nation of Israel, including 
defeat at the first attack on Ai. 
 
· And the men of Ai got to strike down about thirty-six men of 

them, and they went pursuing them from before the gate as far 
as Shebarim and continued striking them down on the descent.  
Consequently the heart of the people began to melt and became 
as water. (Joshua 7:5) 

 
· At this Joshua ripped his mantles and fell upon his face to the 

earth before the ark of Yehowah until the evening, he and the 
older men of Israel, and they kept putting dust upon their heads. 
(Joshua 7:6) 

 
· And Joshua went on to say;  Alas, Sovereign Lord Yehowah, why 

did you bring this people all the way across the Jordan, just to 
give us into the hand of the Amorites for them to destroy us?  
And if only we had taken it upon ourselves and continued 
dwelling on the other side of the Jordan! (Joshua 7:7) 

 
· Excuse me, O Yehowah, but what can I say after Israel has 

turned his back before his enemies? (Joshua 7:8) 
 
· And the Canaanites and all the inhabitants of the land will hear of 

it, and they will certainly surround us and cut our name off from 
the earth, and what will you do for your great name? (Joshua 
7:9) 



 
· In turn Yehowah said to Joshua;  Get up, you!  Why is it that you 

are falling upon your face? (Joshua 7:10) 
 
· Israel has sinned, and they have also overstepped my covenant 

that I laid as a command upon them, and they have also taken 
some of the thing devoted to destruction and have also stolen 
and also kept it secret and have also put it among their own 
articles. (Joshua 7:11) 

 
· And the sons of Israel will not be able to rise up against their 

enemies.  The back is what they will turn before their enemies, 
because they have become a thing devoted to destruction.  I 
shall not prove to be with you again unless you annihilate the 
thing devoted to destruction out of your midst. (Joshua 7:12) 

 
· Get up!  Sanctify the people, and you must say;  Sanctify 

yourselves tomorrow, for this is what Yehowah the God of Israel 
has said;  A thing devoted to destruction is in your midst, O 
Israel.  You will not be able to rise up against your enemies until 
you people have removed the thing devoted to destruction from 
your midst. (Joshua 7:13) 

 
· And you must present yourselves in the morning, tribe by tribe, 

and it must occur that the tribe that Yehowah will pick will come 
near, family by family, and the family that Yehowah will pick will 
come near, household by household, and the household that 
Yehowah will pick will come near, able-bodied man by able-
bodied man. (Joshua 7:14) 

 
· And it must occur that the one picked with the thing devoted to 

destruction will be burned with fire, he and all that belongs to 
him, because he has overstepped the covenant of Yehowah and 
because he has committed a disgraceful folly in Israel. (Joshua 
7:15) 

 
· Then Joshua rose early in the morning and had Israel come near, 

tribe by tribe of it, and the tribe of Judah got to be picked. 
(Joshua 7:16) 

 
· Next he had the families of Judah come near and picked the 

family of the Zerahites, after which he had the family of the 
Zerahites come near, able-bodied man by able-bodied man, and 
Zabdi got to be picked. (Joshua 7:17) 



 
· Finally he had his household come near, able-bodied man by 

able-bodied man, and Achan the son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, 
the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, got to be picked. (Joshua 
7:18) 

 
· Then Joshua said to Achan;  My son, render, please, glory to 

Yehowah the God of Israel and make confession to him, and tell 
me, please, What have you done?  Do not hide it from me. 
(Joshua 7:19) 

 
· At this Achan answered Joshua and said;  For a fact I, I have 

sinned against Yehowah the God of Israel, and this way and that 
way I have done. (Joshua 7:20) 

 
· When I got to see among the spoil an official garment from 

Shinar, a good-looking one, and two hundred shekels of silver 
and one gold bar, fifty shekels being its weight, then I wanted 
them, and I took them, and, look!  They are hidden in the earth in 
the midst of my tent with the money underneath it. (Joshua 
7:21) 

 
· At once Joshua sent messengers, and they went running to the 

tent, and, look!  It was hidden in his tent with the money 
underneath it. (Joshua 7:22) 

 
· So they took them from the midst of the tent and brought them 

to Joshua and all the sons of Israel and poured them out before 
Yehowah. (Joshua 7:23) 

 
· Joshua, and all Israel with him, now took Achan the son of Zerah 

and the silver and the official garment and the bar of gold and his 
sons and his daughters and his bull and his ass and his flock and 
his tent and everything that was his and they brought them up to 
the low plain of Achor. (Joshua 7:24) 

 
· Then Joshua said;  Why have you brought ostracism upon us?  

Yehowah will bring ostracism upon you on this day.  With that all 
Israel went pelting him with stones, after which they burned 
them with fire.  Thus they stoned them with stones. (Joshua 
7:25) 

 
· And they proceeded to raise up over him a big pile of stones, 

down to this day.  At this Yehowah turned away from his hot 



anger.  That is why the name of that place has been called Low 
Plain of Achor, down to this day. (Joshua 7:26) 

 
· Some have identified the Valley of Achor with the Wadi el Qilt, a 
ravine-like torrent valley that passes near Jericho.  However, the 
description of its position as given at; 
 
· And the boundary went up to Debir at the low plain of Achor and 

turning northward to Gilgal, which is in front of the ascent of 
Adummim, which is south of the torrent valley, and the boundary 
passed over to the waters of En-shemesh, and its termination 
proved to be En-rogel. (Joshua 15:7) 

 
· Appears to place it more to the South, and the statement at; 
 
· And Sharon must become a pasture ground for sheep and the low 

plain of Achor a resting-place for cattle, for my people who will 
have looked for me. (Isaiah 65:10) 

 
· Would indicate a broader, more spacious area.  In view of this it 
is tentatively identified with el Buqei`a , Biq`at Hureqanya, a barren, 
low-lying plateau or basin, that stretches North and South across the 
Wadi Qumran, Nahal Qumeran, near the Northwest corner of the Dead 
Sea.  Archaeological investigation there has revealed sites of ancient 
towns or forts as well as systems of dams. 
 
· And I will give her, her vineyards from then onward, and the low 

plain of Achor as an entrance to hope, and she will certainly 
answer there as in the days of her youth and as in the day of her 
coming up out of the land of Egypt. (Hosea 2:15) 

 
· Yehowah recalls Israel’s youth at the time of the Exodus, and in a 
prophecy of restoration from future captivity, he promises that the low 
plain of Achor, once a place of ostracism, will then become as an 
entrance to hope.  And, although the area is one of wilderness, in a 
similar restoration prophecy God foretells that the low plain of Achor 
will become a resting-place for cattle. 
 
· And Sharon must become a pasture ground for sheep and the low 

plain of Achor a resting-place for cattle, for my people who will 
have looked for me. (Isaiah 65:10) 

 
 


