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~AHAZ  (411) 
(A'haz) [shortened form of Jehoahaz, meaning May Yehowah Take  
Hold, Yehowah Has Taken Hold]  
·· His Vassalage To Assyria, And Death 
 
· The son of King Jotham of Judah.  Ahaz began to reign at the age 
of 20 and continued for 16 years. 
 
· Twenty years old was Ahaz when he began to reign, and for 

sixteen years he reigned in Jerusalem, and he did not do what 
was right in the eyes of Yehowah his God like David his 
forefather. (2 Kings 16:2) 

 
· Twenty years old was Ahaz when he began to reign, and for 

sixteen years he reigned in Jerusalem, and he did not do what 
was right in Yehowah’s eyes like David his forefather. (2 
Chronicles 28:1) 

 
· Since Ahaz son Hezekiah was 25 when he began to reign, this 
would mean that Ahaz was less than 12 years old when fathering him. 
 
· And it came about in the third year of Hoshea the son of Elah the 

king of Israel that Hezekiah the son of Ahaz the king of Judah 
became king. (2 Kings 18:1) 

 
· Twenty-five years old he happened to be when he began to reign, 

and for twenty-nine years he reigned in Jerusalem.  And his 
mother’s name was Abi the daughter of Zechariah. (2 Kings 18:2) 

 
· Whereas puberty in males is usually reached between the ages of 
12 and 15 in temperate climates, it may come earlier in warmer 
climates.  Marriage customs also vary.   
 
· Zeitschrift für Semitistik und verwandte Gebiete (edited by E. Littmann, 
Leipzig, 1927, Vol. 5, p. 132) reported that child marriage is frequent in the 
Promised Land even in modern times, one case being cited of two 
brothers aged 8 and 12 who were married, the wife of the older 
attending school with her husband.  However, one Hebrew manuscript, 
the Syriac Peshitta, and some manuscripts of the Greek Septuagint at (2 
Chronicles 28:1) give twenty-five years as the age of Ahaz when 
beginning to reign. 
 



· Whatever his exact age, Ahaz died relatively young and left a 
record of consistent delinquency.  Despite the fact that Isaiah, Hosea, 
and Micah all actively prophesied during Ahaz time, rank idolatry 
marked his reign.  He not only allowed it among his subjects but also 
personally and regularly engaged in pagan sacrificing, to the extent of 
offering up his own son(s) in fire in the Valley of Hinnom.  
 
· And he went walking in the way of the kings of Israel, and even 

his own son he made pass through the fire, according to the 
detestable things of the nations whom Yehowah drove out 
because of the sons of Israel. (2 Kings 16:3) 

 
· And he kept sacrificing and making sacrificial smoke on the high 

places and upon the hills and under every luxuriant tree. (2 Kings 
16:4) 

 
· And he himself made sacrificial smoke in the valley of the son of 

Hinnom and proceeded to burn up his sons in the fire, according 
to the detestable things of the nations that Yehowah had driven 
out from before the sons of Israel. (2 Chronicles 28:3) 

 
· And he regularly sacrificed and made sacrificial smoke on the 

high places and upon the hills and under every sort of luxuriant 
tree. (2 Chronicles 28:4) 

 
· Because of this abandonment to false worship, Ahaz’s rule was 
beset by a flood of troubles.  Syria and the northern kingdom of Israel 
combined to attack Judah from the North, the Edomites seized the 
opportunity to hit from the Southeast, and the Philistines invaded from 
the West.  The valuable port of Elath on the Gulf of `Aqaba was lost.  
Zichri, a mighty Ephraimite, killed a son of the king and two of Ahaz 
principal men during the northern kingdoms raid that resulted in the 
slaughter of 120,000 in Judah and the taking captive of some 200,000 
Judeans.  Only the intervention of the prophet Oded, with the support 
of certain leading men of Ephraim, caused these captives to be 
released to return to Judah. 
 
· Consequently Yehowah his God gave him into the hand of the 

king of Syria, so that they struck him and carried off from him a 
great number of captives and brought them to Damascus.  And 
also into the hand of the king of Israel he was given, so that he 
struck him with a great slaughter. (2 Chronicles 28:5) 

 
· Accordingly Pekah the son of Remaliah killed in Judah a hundred 



and twenty thousand in one day, all valiant men, because of their 
leaving Yehowah the God of their forefathers. (2 Chronicles 28:6) 

 
· Further, Zichri, a mighty man of Ephraim, killed Maaseiah the son 

of the king and Azrikam the leader of the household and Elkanah 
the one next to the king. (2 Chronicles 28:7) 

 
· Moreover, the sons of Israel took two hundred thousand of their 

brothers captive, women, sons and daughters, and also a great 
deal of spoil they took from them as plunder, after which they 
brought the spoil to Samaria. (2 Chronicles 28:8) 

 
· And there happened to be a prophet of Yehowah there whose 

name was Oded.  So he went out before the army that was 
coming to Samaria and said to them;  Look!  It was because of 
the rage of Yehowah the God of your forefathers against Judah 
that he gave them into your hand, so that you did a killing among 
them with a raging that has reached clear to the heavens. (2 
Chronicles 28:9) 

 
· And now the sons of Judah and of Jerusalem you are thinking of 

reducing to menservants and maidservants for yourselves.  
Nevertheless, are there not with you yourselves cases of guilt 
against Yehowah your God? (2 Chronicles 28:10) 

 
· And now listen to me and return the captives that you have 

captured from your brothers, for Yehowah’s burning anger is 
against you. (2 Chronicles 28:11) 

 
· At that certain men of the heads of the sons of Ephraim, Azariah 

the son of Jehohanan, Berechiah the son of Meshillemoth and 
Jehizkiah the son of Shallum and Amasa the son of Hadlai, rose 
up against those coming in from the military campaign. (2 
Chronicles 28:12) 

 
· And they said to them;  You must not bring in the captives here, 

for it will result in guilt against Yehowah on our part.  You are 
thinking of adding to our sins and to our guilt, for abundant is the 
guilt we have, and there is burning anger against Israel. (2 
Chronicles 28:13) 

 
· Accordingly the armed men left the captives and the plunder 

before the princes and all the congregation. (2 Chronicles 28:14) 
 



· Then the men that were designated by their names rose up and 
took hold of the captives, and all their naked one’s they clothed 
from the spoil.  So they clothed them and furnished them with 
sandals and fed them and gave them drink and greased them.  
Furthermore, in the case of anyone tottering, they gave them 
transportation on the asses and brought them to Jericho, the city 
of palm trees, beside their brothers.  After that they returned to 
Samaria. (2 Chronicles 28:15) 

 
· And once again the Edomites themselves came in and went 

striking down Judah and carrying off captives. (2 Chronicles 
28:17) 

 
· As for the Philistines, they made a raid upon the cities of the 

Shephelah and the Negeb of Judah and got to capture Beth-
shemesh and Aijalon and Gederoth and Soco and its dependent 
towns and Timnah and its dependent towns and Gimzo and its 
dependent towns, and they took up dwelling there. (2 Chronicles 
28:18) 

 
· For Yehowah humbled Judah on account of Ahaz the king of 

Israel, because he let unrestraint grow in Judah, and there was 
an acting with great unfaithfulness toward Yehowah. (2 
Chronicles 28:19) 

 
· For Yehowah humbled Judah on account of Ahaz the king of 
Israel, because he let unrestraint grow in Judah, and there was an 
acting with great unfaithfulness toward. 
 
· Twenty years old was Ahaz when he began to reign, and for 

sixteen years he reigned in Jerusalem, and he did not do what 
was right in Yehowah’s eyes like David his forefather. (2 
Chronicles 28:1) 

 
· For Yehowah humbled Judah on account of Ahaz the king of 

Israel, because he let unrestraint grow in Judah, and there was 
an acting with great unfaithfulness toward Yehowah. (2 
Chronicles 28:19) 

 
· Now it came about in the days of Ahaz the son of Jotham the son 

of Uzziah, the king of Judah, that Rezin the king of Syria and 
Pekah the son of Remaliah, the king of Israel, came up to 
Jerusalem for war against it, and he proved unable to war 
against it. (Isaiah 7:1) 



 
· Ahaz quivering heart should have been strengthened by the 
prophet Isaiah’s message from God assuring him that Yehowah would 
not allow the Syro-Israelite combine to destroy Judah and place a man 
not of the Davidic line upon the throne.  But, when invited to request a 
sign from God, idolatrous Ahaz replied;  I shall not ask, neither shall I 
put Yehowah to the test. 
 
· And a report was made to the house of David, saying;  Syria has 

leaned upon Ephraim.  And his heart and the heart of his people 
began to quiver, like the quivering of the trees of the forest 
because of a wind. (Isaiah 7:2) 

 
· And Yehowah proceeded to say to Isaiah;  Go out, please, to 

meet Ahaz, you and Shear-jashub your son, to the end of the 
conduit of the upper pool by the highway of the laundryman’s 
field. (Isaiah 7:3) 

 
· And you must say to him;  Watch yourself and keep undisturbed.  

Do not be afraid, and do not let your heart itself be timid because 
of the two tail ends of these smoking logs, because of the hot 
anger of Rezin and Syria and the son of Remaliah. (Isaiah 7:4) 

 
· For the reason that Syria with Ephraim and the son of Remaliah 

has advised what is bad against you, saying; (Isaiah 7:5) 
 
· Let us go up against Judah and tear it apart and by 

breakthroughs take it for ourselves, and let us make another king 
reign inside it, the son of Tabeel. (Isaiah 7:6) 

 
· This is what the Sovereign Lord Yehowah has said;  It will not 

stand, neither will it take place. (Isaiah 7:7) 
 
· For the head of Syria is Damascus, and the head of Damascus is 

Rezin, and within just sixty-five years Ephraim will be shattered 
to pieces so as not to be a people. (Isaiah 7:8) 

 
· And the head of Ephraim is Samaria, and the head of Samaria is 

the son of Remaliah.  Unless you people have faith, you will in 
that case not be of long duration. (Isaiah 7:9) 

 
· And Yehowah went on speaking some more to Ahaz, saying; 

(Isaiah 7:10) 
 



· Ask for yourself a sign from Yehowah your God, making it as 
deep as Sheol or making it high as the upper regions. (Isaiah 
7:11) 

 
· But Ahaz said;  I shall not ask, neither shall I put Yehowah to the 

test. (Isaiah 7:12) 
 
· Nevertheless, it was foretold that, as a sign, a maiden would give 
birth to a son, Immanuel, With Us Is God, and that before the boy grew 
up the Syro-Israelite combine would have ceased to pose a threat to 
Judah. 
 
· And Yehowah proceeded to say to me;  Take for yourself a large 

tablet and write upon it with the stylus of mortal man, Maher-
shalal-hash-baz. (Isaiah 8:1) 

 
· And let me have attestation for myself by faithful witnesses, 

Uriah the priest and Zechariah the son of Jeberechiah. (Isaiah 
8:2) 

 
· Then I went near to the prophetess, and she came to be pregnant 

and in time gave birth to a son.  Yehowah now said to me;  Call 
his name Maher-shalal-hash-baz. (Isaiah 8:3) 

 
· For before the boy will know how to call out;  My father! and My 

mother!  One will carry away the resources of Damascus and the 
spoil of Samaria before the king of Assyria. (Isaiah 8:4) 

 
· And Yehowah proceeded to speak yet further to me, saying; 

(Isaiah 8:5) 
 
· With regard to the sixty-five years at; 
 
· And move on through Judah.  He will actually flood and pass 

over.  Up to the neck he will reach.  And the outspreading of his 
wings must occur to fill the breadth of your land, O Immanuel! 
(Isaiah 8:8) 

 
· Which Isaiah prophesied would be the period within which 
Ephraim would be shattered to pieces, the Commentary on the Whole Bible 
(by Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown) states:  
 
· One deportation of Israel happened within one or two years from 
this time, the time of Isaiah’s prophecy, under Tiglath-pileser (2 Kings 



15:29).  Another in the reign of Hoshea, under Shalmaneser (2 Kings 
17:1-6), was about twenty years after.  But the final one which utterly 
broke up Israel so as to be not a people, accompanied by a colonization 
of Samaria with foreigners, was under Esar-haddon, who carried away 
Manasseh, king of Judah, also, in the twenty-second year of his reign, 
sixty-five years from the utterance of this prophecy (Ezra 4:2,3,10), 
with (2 Kings 17:24)(2 Chronicles 33:11). 
 
·· Vassalage To Assyria, And Death 
 
· Rather than put faith in Yehowah, however, Ahaz, out of fear of 
the Syro-Israelite conspiracy, chose the shortsighted policy of bribing 
Tiglath-pileser III of Assyria to come to his aid. 
 
· And move on through Judah.  He will actually flood and pass 

over.  Up to the neck he will reach.  And the outspreading of his 
wings must occur to fill the breadth of your land, O Immanuel! 
(Isaiah 8:8) 

 
· Be injurious, O you peoples, and be shattered to pieces, and give 

ear, all you in distant parts of the earth!  Gird yourselves, and be 
shattered to pieces!  Gird yourselves, and be shattered to pieces! 
(Isaiah 8:9) 

 
· Plan out a scheme, and it will be broken up!  Speak any word, 

and it will not stand, for God is with us! (Isaiah 8:10) 
 
· For this is what Yehowah has said to me with strongness of the 

hand, that he may make me turn aside from walking in the way 
of this people, saying; (Isaiah 8:11) 

 
· You men must not say;  A conspiracy!  Respecting all that of 

which this people keep saying;  A conspiracy!  And the object of 
their fear you men must not fear, nor must you tremble at it. 
(Isaiah 8:12) 

 
·  Whatever relief the ambitious Assyrian king now brought to 
Ahaz by smashing Syria and Israel was only temporary.  In the end it 
caused him distress, and did not strengthen him 
 
· You men must not say;  A conspiracy!  Respecting all that of 

which this people keep saying;  A conspiracy!  And the object of 
their fear you men must not fear, nor must you tremble at it. 
(Isaiah 8:12) 



 
· Since Ahaz had now brought the heavy yoke of Assyria on Judah. 
 
· As a vassal king, Ahaz was apparently summoned to Damascus to 
render homage to Tiglath-pileser III and, while in that city, admired 
the pagan altar there, copied its design, and had priest Urijah build a 
duplicate to be placed before the temple in Jerusalem.  Ahaz then 
presumed to offer sacrifices on this great altar.  The original copper 
altar was set to one side until the king should decide what use to make 
of it. 
 
· You men must not say;  A conspiracy!  Respecting all that of 

which this people keep saying;  A conspiracy!  And the object of 
their fear you men must not fear, nor (Isaiah 8:13) 

 
 · Yehowah of armies, he is the One whom you should treat as holy, 

and he should be the object of your fear, and he should be the 
One causing you (Isaiah 8:14) 

 
· And he must become as a sacred place.  But as a stone to strike 

against and as a rock over which to stumble to both the houses 
of Israel, as a trap and as a snare to the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem. (Isaiah 8:15) 

 
· Wrap up the attestation, put a seal about the Law among my 

disciples! (Isaiah 8:16) 
 
· Wrap up the attestation, put a seal. (Isaiah 8:17) 
 
· And I will keep in expectation of Yehowah, who is concealing his 

face from the house of Jacob, and I will hope in him. (about the 
Law among my (Isaiah 8:18) 

 
· Look!  I and the children whom Yehowah has given me are as 

signs and as miracles in Israel from Yehowah of armies, who is 
residing in Mount Zion. (Isaiah 8:12) 

 
· Meanwhile he mutilated much of the copper temple equipment 
and rearranged other features in the temple area all because of the 
king of Assyria, perhaps to pay the heavy tribute imposed on Judah or 
possibly to conceal some of the temple wealth from the greedy 
Assyrians eyes.  The temple doors were closed and Ahaz made altars 
for himself at every corner in Jerusalem. 
 



· Look!  I and the children whom Yehowah has given me are as 
signs and as miracles in Israel from Yehowah of (Isaiah 8:18)   

 
· Look!  I and the children whom Yehowah has given me are as 

signs and as miracles in Israel from Yehowah of armies, who is 
residing in Mount Zion.  Armies, who is residing in Mount Zion. 
(Isaiah 8:18) 

 
· Look!  I and the children whom Yehowah has given me are as 

signs and as miracles in Israel from Yehowah of Armies who is 
residing in Zion. (Isaiah 8:19)  

 
· And in case they should say to you people;  Apply to the spiritistic 

mediums or to those having a spirit of prediction who are 
chirping and making utterances in low tones, is it not to its God 
that any people should apply?  Should there be application to 
dead persons in behalf of living persons? (Isaiah 8:20) 

 
· To the Law and to the attestation!  Surely they will keep saying 

what is according to this statement that will have no light of 
dawn. (Isaiah 8:18) 

 
· After 16 years of misrule and rank apostasy Ahaz died, and 
though buried as his forefathers were in the City of David 
 
· To the Law and to the attestation!  Surely they will keep saying 

what is according to this statement that will have no light of 
dawn. (Isaiah 8:20) 

 
· His body was not placed in the royal burial places of the kings. 
 
· To the Law and to the attestation!  Surely they will keep saying 

what is according to this statement that will have no light of 
dawn. (Isaiah 8:20) 

 
·  His name is listed in the royal genealogies. 
 
· To the Law and to the attestation!  Surely they will keep saying 

what is according to this statement that will have no light of 
dawn. (Isaiah 8:20) 

 
· Uzziah became father to Jotham.  Jotham became father to Ahaz.  

Ahaz became father to Hezekiah. (Matthew 1:9) 
 



· The name of Ahaz appears in an inscription of Tiglath-pileser III 
as Yauhazi. 
 
 


