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~ASHAN (58) 
(A'shan) [possibly, Smoke] 
 
· A city in the Shephelah or lowland region of Judah.  Originally 
assigned to Judah, it was thereafter given to Simeon, because Judah’s 
territory was overly large. 
 
· Libnah and Ether and Ashan. (Joshua 15:42) 
 
· Ain, Rimmon and Ether and Ashan, four cities and their 

settlements. (Joshua 19:7) 
 
· The inheritance of the sons of Simeon was out of the allotment of 

the sons of Judah, because the share of the sons of Judah proved 
to be too large for them.  So the sons of Simeon got a possession 
in the midst of their inheritance. (Joshua 19:9) 

 
· And their settlements were Etam and Ain, Rimmon and Tochen 

and Ashan, five cities. (1 Chronicles 4:32) 
 
· From them it passed to the Levite family of the Kohathites. 
 
· And these were their dwelling places by their walled camps in 

their territory, for the sons of Aaron belonging to the family of 
the Kohathites, for the lot had come to be theirs. (1 Chronicles 
6:54) 

 
· And Ashan with its pasture grounds and Beth-shemesh with its 

pasture grounds. (1 Chronicles 6:59) 
 
· Refers to Borashan as one of the cities in that general region to 
which David sent spoils after his victory over the Amalekites, and this 
is thought by some to be the same as Ashan. 
 
· And to those in Hormah, and to those in Borashan, and to those 

in Athach. (1 Samuel 30:30) 
 
· The list of cities given to the Kohathites, corresponding to that 
at; 
 
· And Ain and its pasture ground, and Juttah and its pasture 

ground, Beth-shemesh and its pasture ground, nine cities out of 



these two tribes. (Joshua 21:16) 
 
 
· And Ashan with its pasture grounds and Beth-shemesh with its 

pasture grounds. (1 Chronicles 6:59) 
 
· Is presented, but Ain appears in the Joshua list in place of Ashan.  
The text suggests that the full name of the city may have been Ain-
ashan. 
 
· Many identify Ashan with Khirbet `Asan, located about 2.5 
kilometers (1.5 miles) Northwest of modern Beer-sheba, alongside the 
Nahal `Ashan.   
 
 


