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~BAMOTH-BAAL (78) 
(Ba'moth-ba'al) [High Places of Baal]  
 
· A town in Moab to which Balak, the king of Moab, conducted the 
prophet Balaam so that he might see the camp of Israel and call down 
a curse upon it. 
 
· And it came about in the morning that Balak went taking Balaam 

and bringing him up to Bamoth-baal, that he might see from 
there the whole of the people. (Numbers 22:41) 

 
· Balak’s selection of this location for the enacting of the curse and 
the accompanying sacrifices may indicate that it was a center for Baal 
worship, evidently situated in an elevated place. 
 
· Then Balaam said to Balak;  Build for me on this spot seven altars 

and make ready for me on this spot seven bulls and seven rams. 
(Numbers 23:1) 

 
· Balak immediately did just as Balaam had spoken.  After that 

Balak and Balaam offered up a bull and a ram on each altar. 
(Numbers 23:2) 

 
· And Balaam went on to say to Balak;  Station yourself by your 

burnt offering, and let me go.  Perhaps Yehowah will get in touch 
and meet with me.  In that case whatever he will show me, I 
shall certainly tell you.  So he went to a bare hill. (Numbers 23:3) 

 
· When God got in touch with Balaam, he then said to him;  I set 

the seven altars in rows, and I proceeded to offer up a bull and a 
ram on each altar. (Numbers 23:4) 

 
· Accordingly Yehowah put a word in the mouth of Balaam and 

said, Return to Balak, and this is what you will speak. (Numbers 
23:5) 

 
· So he returned to him, and, look!  He and all the princes of Moab 

were stationed by his burnt offering. (Numbers 23:6) 
 
· Then he took up his proverbial utterance and said, From Aram 

Balak the king of Moab tried to conduct me, from the mountains 
of the east;  Do come, do curse Jacob for me.  Yes, do come, do 



denounce Israel. (Numbers 23:7) 
 
· How could I execrate those whom God has not execrated?  And 

how could I denounce those whom Yehowah has not denounced? 
(Numbers 23:8) 

 
· For from the top of the rocks I see them, and from the hills I 

behold them.  There as a people they keep tabernacling isolated, 
And among the nations they do not reckon themselves. (Numbers 
23:9) 

 
· Thereafter, Bamoth-baal and other towns on the tableland were 
assigned to the tribe of Reuben as an inheritance. 
 
· Then Moses made a gift to the tribe of the sons of Reuben by 

their families. (Joshua 13:15) 
 
· Heshbon and all its towns that are on the tableland, Dibon and 

Bamoth-baal and Beth-baal-meon. (Joshua 13:17) 
 
· In the latter part of the Tenth Century B.C.E.  King Mesha of 
Moab states that he rebuilt Beth-bamoth, for it had been destroyed. 
Line 27 of the Moabite Stone.  It seems likely that Bamoth, Bamoth-baal, 
and Beth-bamoth were all names of the same place.  Baal-meon, Beon, 
Beth-baal-meon in the article on. 
 
See Also BAAL-MEON 
 
· The description given in the Bible account indicates a place on 
the plateau region toward the Northeast corner of the Dead Sea.  While 
the identification is only tentative, a suggested location is that of 
Khirbet Quweijiya, about 14 kilometers (9 miles) East of the Dead Sea, 
near the probable location of Mount Nebo. 
 
 


