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~BETH-HACCHEREM (55) 
(Beth-hac-che'rem) [House of the Vineyard]  
 
· A place near Jerusalem mentioned by Jeremiah as a place 
suitable for raising a fire signal to warn of advancing enemy forces out 
of the North. 
 
· Take shelter, O you sons of Benjamin, from the midst of 

Jerusalem, and in Tekoa blow the horn.  And over Beth-
haccherem raise a fire signal, because calamity itself has looked 
down out of the north, even a great crash. (Jeremiah 6:1) 

 
· In postexilic times a district of Judah bore this name, with 
Malchijah as prince over it. 
 
· And the Gate of the Ash-heaps was what Malchijah the son of 

Rechab, a prince of the district of Beth-haccherem, repaired, he 
himself went building it and setting up its doors, its bolts and its 
bars. (Nehemiah 3:14) 

 
· Because of the mention of Tekoa together with Beth-haccherem 

at; 
 
· Take shelter, O you sons of Benjamin, from the midst of 

Jerusalem, and in Tekoa blow the horn.  And over Beth-
haccherem raise a fire signal, because calamity itself has looked 
down out of the north, even a great crash. (Jeremiah 6:1) 

 
· Some consider Beth-haccherem to have been situated to the 
South of Jerusalem, between that city and Tekoa.  Jerome, of the 
Fourth Century C.E, referred to it at such location under the name of 
Bethacharma.   
 
· In harmony with such views, the site of Khirbet Salih, Ramat 
Rahel, 4.5 kilometers (3 miles) South-Southwest of the Temple Mount, 
has been proposed.   
 
· Others, however, do not consider the mention of Tekoa as 
necessarily indicating a geographic proximity of Beth-haccherem and 
hold to the site of `Ain Karim, `En Kerem, meaning, Spring of the 
Vineyard, 7.5 kilometers (4.5 miles) West-Southwest of the Temple 
Mount.   



 
· This is in a fertile section with olive groves and vineyards, and it 
lies at the foot of Jebel `Ali, from which height may be seen the Mount 
of Olives, part of Jerusalem, and, to the West, the Mediterranean Sea.  
Large stone mounds found on the summit are suggested by some to 
have been used for lighting signal fires such as those mentioned by 
Jeremiah.  
 
See Also BETH-CAR 
 
 


