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~BITUMEN (58) 
(bi-tu'men) [Hebrew, ze'pheth, pitch, che-mar' , bitumen, ko'pher, tar] 
 
· The same black or brownish mineral asphalt is referred to by 
three Hebrew words.  Two of these describe the difference in hardness: 
pitch ze'pheth, its liquid form, bitumen che-mar', its solid state.  The 
third word, tar ko'pher, describes its usage, how it is applied in 
overlaying woodwork.   
 
· Because of its waterproofing qualities, bitumen’s usefulness to 
man predates the Flood, for Noah, on being instructed to build the ark, 
was told to cover it inside and outside with tar. 
 
· Make for yourself an ark out of wood of a resinous tree.  You will 

make compartments in the ark, and you must cover it inside and 
outside with tar. (Genesis 6:14) 

 
See Also PITCH 
 
· The papyrus ark in which the baby Moses floated among the Nile 
reeds was watertight because it had been impregnated with both 
bitumen and pitch. 
 
· When she was no longer able to conceal him, she then took for 

him an ark of papyrus and coated it with bitumen and pitch and 
put the child in it and put it among the reeds by the bank of the 
river Nile. (Exodus 2:3) 

 
· The city builders of Babylon learned that bitumen’s waterproof 
characteristics were combined with adhesive qualities that made it a 
most useful mortar for their kiln-dried bricks. 
 
· And they began to say, each one to the other;  Come on!  Let us 

make bricks and bake them with a burning process.  So brick 
served as stone for them, but bitumen served as mortar for them. 
(Genesis 11:3) 

 
· At one time the Valley of Siddim, located near Sodom and 
Gomorrah in the Dead Sea area, was noted for its pits upon pits of 
bitumen or slimepits. KJ. 
 
· Now the Low Plain of Siddim was pits upon pits of bitumen, and 



the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah took to flight and went falling 
into them, and those who remained fled to the mountainous 
region. (Genesis 14:10) 

 
· Even today bitumen is occasionally washed ashore, suggesting 
that Siddim is presently located beneath the waters of the Dead Sea.  
Bitumen is also a flammable material and is so described by Isaiah, 
who prophesied that the land of Edom would become as burning pitch. 
 
· And her torrents must be changed into pitch, and her dust into 

sulphur, and her land must become as burning pitch. (Isaiah 
34:9) 

 
 


