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~DEFILE  (196) 
 [English, taint, besmirch, sully, despoil, tarnish, corrupt, pollute, ruin] 
 
· Priests were not allowed to defile themselves over the death of a 
loved one, except for a close relative. 
 
· And Yehowah went on to say to Moses;  Talk to the priests, 

Aaron’s sons, and you must say to them, For a deceased soul no 
one may defile himself among his people. (Leviticus 21:1) 

 
· If the dead one was a sister not yet married, he could defile 
himself for her at her death. 
 
· And for his sister, a virgin who is close to him, who has not 

become a man’s, for her he may defile himself. (Leviticus 21:3) 
 
· He may not defile himself for a woman possessed by an owner 

among his people so as to make himself profane. (Leviticus 21:4) 
 
· And he should not come to any dead soul.  For his father and his 

mother he may not defile himself. (Leviticus 21:11) 
 
· If a woman turned away from her husband and went with 
another man, this defiled her. 
 
· This is the Law about jealousy, where a woman may turn aside 

while under her husband, and she does defile herself. (Numbers 
5:29) 

 
· Nazarites were likewise not allowed to defile themselves over 
the death of any loved one. 
 
· Not even for his father or his mother or his brother or his sister 

may he defile himself when they die, because the sign of his 
Naziriteship to his God is upon his head. (Numbers 6:7) 

 
· Wrong conduct, like the shedding of innocent blood, defiled the 
Promised Land, and eventually led to Israel being thrown off that land 
like their predecessors. 
 
· And you must not defile the land in which you are dwelling, in 

the midst of which I am residing, for I Yehowah am residing in 



the midst of the sons of Israel. (Numbers 35:34) 
 
· A man hung upon a stake and left overnight would defile the 
land. 
 
· His dead body should not stay all night on the stake, but you 

should by all means bury him on that day, because something 
accursed of God is the one hung up, and you must not defile your 
soil, which Yehowah your God is giving you as an inheritance. 
(Deuteronomy 21:23) 

 
· Israel was told to defile their graven images of gold and silver 
and scatter them, considering them to be mere dirt. 
 
· And you people must defile the overlaying of your graven images 

of silver and the close-fitting covering of your molten statue of 
gold.  You will scatter them.  Like a menstruating woman, you 
will say to it;  Mere dirt! (Isaiah 30:22) 

 
· Judah set idol images within the house of Yehowah God’s 
worship, the temple, thus defiling it. 
 
· For the sons of Judah have done what is bad in my eyes, is the 

utterance of Yehowah.  They have set their disgusting things in 
the house upon which my name has been called, in order to defile 
it. (Jeremiah 7:30) 

 
· And they went putting their disgusting things in the house upon 

which my own name has been called, in order to defile it. 
(Jeremiah 32:34) 

 
· When Yehowah God brought destruction to the Jews for their 
wickedness he started this destruction by defiling his temple among 
them. 
 
· And he said further to them;  Defile the house and fill the 

courtyards with the slain ones.  Go forth!  And they went forth 
and struck in the city. (Ezekiel 9:7) 

 
· A righteous man does not defile his neighbor’s wife through 
adultery. 
 
· On the mountains he did not eat and his eyes he did not raise to 

the dungy idols of the house of Israel, and his companion’s wife 



he did not defile and to a woman in her impurity he would not go 
near. (Ezekiel 18:6) 

 
· Idol worship defiled Israelites as regards true worship of 
Yehowah God. 
 
· And I went on to say to them;  Throw away, each one of you, the 

disgusting things of his eyes, and with the dungy idols of Egypt 
do not defile yourselves.  I am Yehowah your God. (Ezekiel 20:7) 

 
· Ezekiel counseled Israel not to walk after the way of their 
forefathers, and thus defile themselves with idol gods. 
 
· And I proceeded to say to their sons in the wilderness;  In the 

regulations of your forefathers do not you walk, and their 
judgments do not you keep, and with their dungy idols do not 
you defile yourselves. (Ezekiel 20:18) 

 
· And they will no longer defile themselves with their dungy idols 

and with their disgusting things and with all their transgressions, 
and I shall certainly save them from all their dwelling places in 
which they have sinned, and I will cleanse them, and they must 
become my people, and I myself shall become their God. (Ezekiel 
37:23) 

 
· Israel’s kings defiled Yehowah God’s house by their fornications 
and they wicked ways, and even in death. 
 
· And He went on to say to me;  Son of man, this is the place of my 

throne and the place of the soles of my feet, where I shall reside 
in the midst of the sons of Israel to time indefinite, and no more 
will they, the house of Israel, defile my holy name, they and their 
kings, by their fornication and by the carcasses of their kings at 
their death. (Ezekiel 43:7) 

 
· Yehowah God refused to accept their sacrifices because those 
eating of them were defiled, so that it was merely bread that they ate. 
 
· They will not continue pouring out wine to Yehowah.  And their 

sacrifices will not be gratifying to him, they are like the bread of 
times of mourning to them, all those eating it will defile 
themselves.  For their bread is for their own soul, it will not come 
into the house of Yehowah. (Hosea 9:4) 

 



· Jesus showed that what we speak is what defiles a man, for this 
comes out of his heart.  Foods that we eat cannot defile one. 
 
· However, the things proceeding out of the mouth come out of the 

heart, and those things defile a man. (Matthew 15:18) 
 
· These are the things defiling a man, but to take a meal with 

unwashed hands does not defile a man. (Matthew 15:20) 
 
· There is nothing from outside a man that passes into him that 

can defile him, but the things that issue forth out of a man are 
the things that defile a man. (Mark 7:15) 

 
· So he said to them;  Are you also without perception like them?  

Are you not aware that nothing from outside that passes into a 
man can defile him. (Mark 7:18) 

 
· All these wicked things issue forth from within and defile a man. 

(Mark 7:23) 
 
· Those who go after flesh with the desire to defile it, Peter 
warned about. 
 
· Especially, however, those who go on after flesh with the desire 

to defile it and who look down on lordship.  Daring, self-willed, 
they do not tremble at glorious ones but speak abusively. (2 
Peter 2:10) 

 
· Jesus commended some in Sardis who did not defile their 
garments, their Christian work and service, and they would walk with 
him in new garments, indicating a further work. 
 
· Nevertheless, you do have a few names in Sardis that did not 

defile their outer garments, and they shall walk with me in white 
ones, because they are worthy. (Revelation 3:4) 

 
· The holy anointed ones did not defile themselves with women, 
but are virgins, for rather than following after any other person, they 
follow faithfully the Son of Man, the Lamb, no matter where he goes. 
 
· These are the ones that did not defile themselves with women, in 

fact, they are virgins.  These are the ones that keep following the 
Lamb no matter where he goes.  These were bought from among 
mankind as firstfruits to God and to the Lamb. (Revelation 14:4) 



 
 


