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~DIRGE (402) 
[Hebrew shig·ga·yohn', qi-nah'] 
 
· A composition, lyrical or musical, expressing deep sorrow, such 
as the grief occasioned by the death of a friend or loved one, an elegy.  
In the New World Translation the rendering dirge usually is from the 
Hebrew word qi-nah', which denotes a mournful composition, an elegy, 
or a lamentation. 
 
 
· The Hebrew term shig·ga·yohn' in the superscription of (Psalm 
Chapter 7) is also translated dirge and may denote a highly emotional 
song with rapid changes of rhythm.  A plural form of the Hebrew word 
appears in; 
 
· The prayer of Habakkuk the prophet in dirges. (Habakkuk 3:1) 
 
· Where it is rendered dirges.  Because of their nature, dirges are 
associated with moaning and wailing. 
 
· And he gradually spread it out before me, and it was written 

upon in front and on the back, and there were written in it dirges 
and moaning and wailing. (Ezekiel 2:10) 

 
· And at least some of them were written down and preserved. 
 
· And Jeremiah began to chant over Josiah, and all the male 

singers and female singers keep talking about Josiah in their 
dirges down till today, and they have them set as a regulation 
over Israel, and there they are written among the dirges. (2 
Chronicles 35:25) 

 
· Reports that Jeremiah chanted over deceased King Josiah and 
indicates that there once existed a collection of dirges, Hebrew, 
qi·nohth'. 
 
· Dirges are linked with mourning, as when Yehowah told 
unfaithful Israel. 
 
· I will turn your festivals into mourning and all your songs into a 

dirge. (Amos 8:10)  
 



· Hence, taking up a dirge signified intoning an elegy, or mournful 
composition, perhaps one denoting rejection by Yehowah or 
contrasting earlier favorable circumstances with a later unhappy 
situation.  
 
· Shear off your uncut hair and throw it away, and upon the bare 

hills raise a dirge, for Yehowah has rejected and will desert the 
generation with which he is furious. (Jeremiah 7:29) 

 
· And as for you, raise a dirge concerning the chieftains of Israel. 

(Ezekiel 19:1) 
 
· And you must say;  What was your mother?  A lioness among 

lions.  She lay down in among maned young lions.  She reared 
her cubs. (Ezekiel 19:2) 

 
· And gradually she brought up one of her cubs.  A maned young 

lion is what he became, and he began to learn how to tear apart 
prey.  He devoured even earthling man. (Ezekiel 19:3) 

 
· And nations kept hearing about him.  In their pit he was caught, 

and they proceeded to bring him by means of hooks to the land 
of Egypt. (Ezekiel 19:4) 

 
· When she got to see that she had waited and her hope had 

perished, then she took another of her cubs.  As a maned young 
lion she put him forth. (Ezekiel 19:5) 

 
· And he began to walk about in the midst of lions.  A maned 

young lion is what he became.  And he gradually learned how to 
tear apart prey.  He devoured even earthling man. (Ezekiel 19:6) 

 
· And he got to know his dwelling towers, and he devastated even 

their cities, so that the land was laid desolate and he filled it with 
the sound of his roaring. (Ezekiel 19:7) 

 
· And nations all around from the jurisdictional districts began to 

set against him and got to spread over him their net.  In their pit 
he was caught. (Ezekiel 19:8) 

 
· Finally they put him in the cage by means of hooks and brought 

him to the king of Babylon.  They got to bring him by means of 
hunting nets, in order, that his voice might no more be heard on 
the mountains of Israel. (Ezekiel 19:9) 



 
· Your mother was like a vine in your blood, planted by waters.  A 

bearer of fruit and full of branches she became because of 
abundant water. (Ezekiel 19:10) 

 
· And they came to be for her strong rods, meant for the scepters 

of rulers.  And its height gradually became tall up among 
branches, and it got to be visible because of its tallness, because 
of the abundance of its foliage. (Ezekiel 19:11) 

 
· But she was finally uprooted in fury.  To the earth she was 

thrown, and there was an east wind that dried up her fruit.  Her 
strong rod was torn off and became dry.  Fire itself devoured it. 
(Ezekiel 19:12) 

 
· And now she is planted in the wilderness, in a waterless and 

thirsty land. (Ezekiel 19:13) 
 
· And fire proceeded to come forth from her rod.  It devoured her 

very shoots, her very fruit, and there proved to be in her no 
strong rod, no scepter for ruling.  That is a dirge, and it will 
become a dirge. (Ezekiel 19:14) 

 
· A dirge would be chanted, often by women. 
 
· And for you in their lamentation they will certainly lift up a dirge 

and chant over you;  Who is like Tyre, like her that has been 
brought to silence in the midst of the sea? (Ezekiel 27:32) 

 
· But hear, O you women, the word of Yehowah, and may your ear 

take the word of his mouth.  Then teach your daughters a 
lamentation, and each woman her companion a dirge. (Jeremiah 
9:20) 

 
· Some dirges were of the historical type, being composed after an 
event, such as the death of a cherished acquaintance.  An example of 
this kind is the dirge David chanted in sorrow over Saul and Jonathan, 
who had fallen in death upon Mount Gilboa during warfare with the 
Philistines.  
 
· And David proceeded to chant this dirge over Saul and Jonathan 

his son (2 Samuel 1:17) 
 
· And to say that the sons of Judah should be taught  The Bow. 



Look!  It is written in the book of Jashar. (2 Samuel 1:18) 
 
· The beauty, O Israel, is slain upon your high places.  How have 

the mighty men fallen! (2 Samuel 1:19) 
 
· Do not, you people, tell it in Gath, Do not announce it in the 

streets of Ashkelon, for fear that the daughters of the Philistines 
may rejoice, for fear that the daughters of the uncircumcised 
men may exult. (2 Samuel 1:20) 

 
· You mountains of Gilboa, let no dew, let no rain be upon you, nor 

let there be fields of holy contributions, because there the shield 
of mighty ones was befouled, the shield of Saul, so that there 
was none anointed with oil. (2 Samuel 1:21) 

 
· From the blood of the slain, from the fat of mighty ones, the bow 

of Jonathan did not turn back, and the sword of Saul would not 
return without success. (2 Samuel 1:22) 

 
· Saul and Jonathan, the lovable ones and the pleasant ones 

during their life, and in their death they were not separated.  
Swifter than the eagles they were, mightier than the lions they 
were. (2 Samuel 1:23) 

 
· You daughters of Israel, weep over Saul, who clothed you in 

scarlet with finery, who put ornaments of gold upon your 
clothing. (2 Samuel 1:24) 

 
· How have the mighty ones fallen in the midst of the battle!  

Jonathan slain upon your high places! (2 Samuel 1:25) 
 
· I am distressed over you, my brother Jonathan, very pleasant 

you were to me.  More wonderful was your love to me than the 
love from women. (2 Samuel 1:26) 

 
· How have the mighty ones fallen and the weapons of war 

perished! (2 Samuel 1:27) 
 
· And it came about the next day that, when the Philistines came 

to strip the slain, they got to find Saul and his three sons fallen 
upon Mount Gilboa. (1 Samuel 31:8) 

 
· King David also chanted over Abner after that one’s burial.  
 



· Then David said to Joab and all the people that were with him;  
Rip your garments apart and tie on sackcloth and wail before 
Abner.  Even King David was walking behind the couch. (2 
Samuel 3:31) 

 
· And they had the burial of Abner in Hebron, and the king began 

to raise his voice and weep at Abner’s burial place, and all the 
people gave way to weeping. (2 Samuel 3:32) 

 
· And the king went on to chant over Abner and say;  As with the 

death of a senseless person should Abner die? (2 Samuel 3:33) 
 
· Your hands had not been bound ones, and your feet had not been 

put into fetters of copper.  As one falling before the sons of 
unrighteousness you have fallen.  At that all the people wept 
over him again. (2 Samuel 3:34) 

 
· While dirges relating to a person’s death may have been 
composed partly to afford some consolation to survivors, among 
faithful servants of God these were not for the purpose of glorifying 
the deceased.  
 
· For the living are conscious that they will die, but as for the dead, 

they are conscious of nothing at all, neither do they anymore 
have wages, because the remembrance of them has been 
forgotten. (Ecclesiastes 9:5) 

 
· All that your hand finds to do, do with your very power, for there 

is no work nor devising nor knowledge nor wisdom in Sheol, the 
place to which you are going. (Ecclesiastes 9:10) 

 
· The book of Lamentations is a dirge written by Jeremiah after the 
destruction of Jerusalem at Babylonian hands in 607 B.C.E.  While it 
expresses grief over that desolation, it also reflects faith and hope in 
Yehowah, and the Fifth Chapter opens with an appeal to God to 
remember his people who had become mere orphans without a father. 
 
· It is the acts of loving-kindness of Yehowah that we have not 

come to our finish, because his mercies will certainly not come to 
an end. (Lamentations 3:22) 

 
· They are new each morning.  Your faithfulness is abundant. 

(Lamentations 3:23) 
 



· Yehowah is my share, my soul has said;  That is why I shall show 
a waiting attitude for him. (Lamentations 3:24) 

 
· Good is Yehowah to the one hoping in him, to the soul that keeps 

seeking for him. (Lamentations 3:25) 
 
· Good it is that one should wait, even silently, for the salvation of 

Yehowah. (Lamentations 3:26) 
 
· Good it is for an able-bodied man that he should carry the yoke 

during his youth. (Lamentations 3:27) 
 
· Remember, O Yehowah, what has happened to us.  Do look and 

see our reproach. (Lamentations 5:1) 
 
· Our own hereditary possession has been turned over to 

strangers, our houses to foreigners. (Lamentations 5:2) 
 
· We have become mere orphans without a father.  Our mothers 

are like widows. (Lamentations 5:3) 
 
See Also LAMENTATIONS, BOOK OF 
 
· Some Biblically recorded dirges are prophetic and graphically 
portray coming calamity, sometimes as though it had already been 
accomplished.  Prophetic dirges were raised up against Tyre and its 
king; 
 
· And they must raise up over you a dirge and say to you;  How you 

have perished, that used to be inhabited from the seas, O praised 
city, who became a strong one in the sea, she and those 
inhabiting her, those who gave their terror to all the inhabitants 
of the earth! (Ezekiel 26:17) 

 
· And the word of Yehowah continued to occur to me, saying; 

(Ezekiel 27:1) 
 
· And as for you, O son of man, raise up concerning Tyre a dirge. 

(Ezekiel 27:2) 
 
· And the word of Yehowah continued to occur to me, saying; 

(Ezekiel 28:11) 
 
· Son of man, lift up a dirge concerning the king of Tyre, and you 



must say to him;  This is what the Sovereign Lord Yehowah has 
said;  You are sealing up a pattern, full of wisdom and perfect in 
beauty. (Ezekiel 28:12) 

 
· In Eden, the garden of God, you proved to be.  Every precious 

stone was your covering, ruby, topaz and jasper, chrysolite, onyx 
and jade, sapphire, turquoise and emerald, and of gold was the 
workmanship of your settings and your sockets in you.  In the 
day of your being created they were made ready. (Ezekiel 28:13) 

 
· You are the anointed cherub that is covering, and I have set you.  

On the holy mountain of God you proved to be.  In the midst of 
fiery stones you walked about. (Ezekiel 28:14) 

 
· You were faultless in your ways from the day of your being 

created until unrighteousness was found in you. (Ezekiel 28:15) 
 
· Because of the abundance of your sales goods they filled the 

midst of you with violence, and you began to sin.  And I shall put 
you as profane out of the mountain of God, and I shall destroy 
you, O cherub that is covering, from the midst of the fiery stones. 
(Ezekiel 28:16) 

 
· Your heart became haughty because of your beauty.  You 

brought your wisdom to ruin on account of your beaming 
splendor.  Onto the earth I will throw you.  Before kings I will set 
you, for them to look upon you. (Ezekiel 28:17) 

 
· Owing to the abundance of your errors, because of the injustice 

of your sales goods, you have profaned your sanctuaries.  And I 
shall bring forth a fire from the midst of you.  It is what must 
devour you.  And I shall make you ashes upon the earth before 
the eyes of all those seeing you. (Ezekiel 28:18) 

 
· As for all those knowing you among the peoples, they will 

certainly stare in amazement at you.  Sudden terrors are what 
you must become, and you will be no more to time indefinite. 
(Ezekiel 28:19) 

 
· As well as against Pharaoh and Egypt.  
 
· Son of man, lift up a dirge concerning Pharaoh the king of Egypt, 

and you must say to him, As a maned young lion of nations you 
have been silenced.  And you have been like the marine monster 



in the seas, and you kept gushing in your rivers and kept 
muddying the waters with your feet and fouling their rivers. 
(Ezekiel 32:2) 

 
· This is what the Sovereign Lord Yehowah has said;  I will also 

spread over you my net by means of a congregation of many 
peoples, and they will certainly bring you in my dragnet. (Ezekiel 
32:3) 

 
· And I must abandon you on the land.  Upon the surface of the 

field I shall hurl you.  And on you I will cause all the flying 
creatures of the heavens to reside, and off you I will satisfy the 
wild beasts of the whole earth. (Ezekiel 32:4) 

 
· And I will put your flesh upon the mountains and fill the valleys 

with the refuse of you. (Ezekiel 32:5) 
 
· And I will cause the land to drink up your discharged matter, 

from your blood, upon the mountains, and streambeds 
themselves will be filled up from you. (Ezekiel 32:6) 

 
· And when you get extinguished I will cover the heavens and 

darken their stars.  As for the sun, with clouds I shall cover it, 
and the moon itself will not let its light shine. (Ezekiel 32:7) 

 
· All the luminaries of light in the heavens, I shall darken them on 

your account, and I will put darkness upon your land, is the 
utterance of the Sovereign Lord Yehowah. (Ezekiel 32:8) 

 
· And I will offend the heart of many peoples when I bring the 

captives from you among the nations to lands that you have not 
known. (Ezekiel 32:9) 

 
· And at you I shall certainly cause many peoples to be awestruck, 

and their kings themselves will shudder in horror at you when I 
brandish my sword in their faces, and they will have to tremble 
every moment, each one for his own soul, on the day of your 
downfall. (Ezekiel 32:10) 

 
· For this is what the Sovereign Lord Yehowah has said;  The very 

sword of the king of Babylon will come upon you. (Ezekiel 32:11) 
 
· I shall cause your crowd to fall by the very swords of mighty 

ones, the tyrants of the nations, all of them, and they will 



actually despoil the pride of Egypt, and all her crowd must be 
annihilated. (Ezekiel 32:12) 

 
· And I will destroy all her domestic animals from beside many 

waters, and the foot of earthling man will no more muddy them, 
nor will even the hoofs of a domestic animal muddy them. 
(Ezekiel 32:13) 

 
· At that time I shall make their waters clear up, and their rivers I 

shall make go just like oil, is the utterance of the Sovereign Lord 
Yehowah. (Ezekiel 32:14) 

 
· When I make the land of Egypt a desolate waste and the land is 

desolated of its fullness, when I strike down all the inhabitants in 
it, they will also have to know that I am Yehowah. (Ezekiel 
32:15) 

 
· This is a dirge, and people will certainly chant it.  Even the 

daughters of the nations will chant it, over Egypt and over all its 
crowd they will chant it, is the utterance of the Sovereign Lord 
Yehowah. (Ezekiel 32:16) 

 
· The raising up of a dirge over Judah and Jerusalem is mentioned 
in connection with their desolation. 
 
· Because of these things should I not hold an accounting with 

them? is the utterance of Yehowah.  Or upon a nation that is like 
this should not my soul avenge itself? (Jeremiah 9:9) 

 
· Over the mountains I shall raise a weeping and lamentation, and 

over the pasture grounds of the wilderness a dirge, for they will 
have been burned so that there is no man passing through and 
people actually will not hear the sound of livestock.  Both the 
flying creature of the heavens and the beast will have fled, they 
will have gone. (Jeremiah 9:10) 

 
· And I will make Jerusalem piles of stones, the lair of jackals, and 

the cities of Judah I shall make a desolate waste, without an 
inhabitant. (Jeremiah 9:11) 

 
 


