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~GILEAD 4 (1082) 
(Gil'e-ad) [probably derived from Galeed, meaning Witness Heap]  
·· Historical Events In Gilead 
 
· A geographic term that is variously employed in the Bible.  In a 
strict sense, Gilead denoted the domelike mountainous region East of 
the Jordan River that extended North and South of the torrent valley of 
Jabbok. 
 
· Sihon the king of the Amorites, who dwelt in Heshbon, ruling 

from Aroer, which was on the bank of the torrent valley of Arnon, 
and the middle of the torrent valley, and half of Gilead as far as 
Jabbok the torrent valley, the boundary of the sons of Ammon. 
(Joshua 12:2) 

 
· In the North it was bounded by Bashan, in the South, by the 
tableland North of the torrent valley of Arnon, and in the East, by the 
territory of Ammon. 
 
· From Aroer, which is by the bank of the torrent valley of Arnon, 

and the city that is in the torrent valley, as far as Gilead, there 
proved to be no town that was too high up for us.  Yehowah our 
God abandoned them all to us. (Deuteronomy 2:36) 

 
· Only you did not go near the land of the sons of Ammon, the 

whole bank of the torrent valley of Jabbok, nor the cities of the 
mountainous region, nor anything about which Yehowah our God 
had given command. (Deuteronomy 2:37) 

 
· And we proceeded to take at that particular time the land from 

the hand of the two kings of the Amorites who were in the region 
of the Jordan, from the torrent valley of Arnon as far as Mount 
Hermon. (Deuteronomy 3:8) 

 
· The Sidonians used to call Hermon Sirion, and the Amorites used 

to call it Senir. (Deuteronomy 3:9) 
 
· All the cities of the tableland and all Gilead and all Bashan as far 

as Salecah and Edrei, the cities of the kingdom of Og in Bashan. 
(Deuteronomy 3:10) 

 



· However, at times Gilead or the land of Gilead applied generally 
to the entire Israelite territory East of the Jordan, including Bashan 
and the tableland North of the Arnon. 
 
· After that the sons of Reuben and the sons of Gad and the half 

tribe of Manasseh returned and went away from the other sons 
of Israel, from Shiloh, which is in the land of Canaan, so as to go 
to the land of Gilead, to the land of their possession in which 
they had been settled at the order of Yehowah by means of 
Moses. (Joshua 22:9) 

 
· Consequently all the sons of Israel went out and the assembly 

congregated themselves as one man, from Dan down to Beer-
sheba along with the land of Gilead, to Yehowah at Mizpah. 
(Judges 20:1) 

 
· So the keymen of all the people and all the tribes of Israel took 

their station in the congregation of the people of the true God, 
four hundred thousand men on foot who drew the sword. 
(Judges 20:2) 

 
· And to make him king over Gilead and the Ashurites and Jezreel 

and over Ephraim and Benjamin and over Israel, all of it. (2 
Samuel 2:9) 

 
· In those days Yehowah started to cut off Israel piece by piece, 

and Hazael kept striking them in all the territory of Israel. (2 
Kings 10:32) 

 
· From the Jordan toward the rising of the sun, all the land of 

Gilead, the Gadites and the Reubenites and the Manassites, from 
Aroer, which is by the torrent valley of Arnon, even Gilead and 
Bashan. (2 Kings 10:33) 

 
See Also GALEED 
 
· Evidently Gilead was thought of as consisting of two parts.  
Though simply called Gilead at; 
 
· So Moses gave Gilead to Machir the son of Manasseh, and he took 

up dwelling in it. (Numbers 32:40) 
 
· The territory assigned to the half tribe of Manasseh is more 
specifically referred to as the rest of Gilead. 



 
· And the rest of Gilead and all Bashan of the kingdom of Og I have 

given to the half tribe of Manasseh.  All the region of Argob of all 
Bashan, is it not called the land of the Rephaim? (Deuteronomy 
3:13) 

 
· Or the half of Gilead. 
 
· And half of Gilead, and Ashtaroth and Edrei, the cities of the royal 

realm of Og in Bashan, went to the sons of Machir the son of 
Manasseh, to half of the sons of Machir by their families. (Joshua 
13:31) 

 
· Similarly, in a more definite sense, the combined territory of Gad 
and Reuben South of the area given to the half tribe of Manasseh was 
called half of the mountainous region of Gilead. 
 
· And we took possession of this land at that particular time, from 

Aroer, which is by the torrent valley of Arnon, and half of the 
mountainous region of Gilead, and its cities I have given to the 
Reubenites and the Gadites. (Deuteronomy 3:12) 

 
· Yet this same area is, on occasion, also called simply Gilead, as is 
the portion thereof assigned to Gad, where the city of refuge Ramoth 
was located. 
 
· So Moses said to them;  If the sons of Gad and the sons of 

Reuben pass with you over the Jordan, everyone equipped for 
the war, before Yehowah, and the land is actually subdued 
before you, you must then give them the land of Gilead as a 
possession. (Numbers 32:29) 

 
· Furthermore, Moses made a gift to the tribe of Gad, the sons of 

Gad by their families. (Joshua 13:24) 
 
· And their territory came to be Jazer and all the cities of Gilead 

and half of the land of the sons of Ammon as far as Aroer, which 
is in front of Rabbah. (Joshua 13:25) 

 
· And out of the tribe of Gad, the city of refuge for the manslayer, 

namely, Ramoth in Gilead, and its pasture ground, and Mahanaim 
and its pasture ground. (Joshua 21:38) 

 



· From at least 210 meters (690 feet) below sea level at the Jordan 
Valley, Gilead rises to an elevation of over 1,000 meters (3,300 feet).   
 
· Blessed with abundant rainfall in winter and heavy dews in 
summer, as well as many springs, this fertile region anciently 
supported great forests and was well known for its healing balsam. 
 
· Is there no balsam in Gilead?  Or is there no healer there?  Why 

is it, then, that the recuperation of the daughter of my people has 
not come up? (Jeremiah 8:22) 

 
· Go up to Gilead and get some balsam, O virgin daughter of Egypt.  

In vain you have multiplied the means of healing.  There is no 
mending for you. (Jeremiah 46:11) 

 
· Its rolling plateaus were ideal for raising livestock and 
cultivating cereals.  Also, grapes thrived in Gilead. 
 
· Let me pass through your land.  We shall not turn off into a field 

or a vineyard.  We shall drink water of no well.  On the kings road 
we shall march until we pass through your territory. (Numbers 
21:22) 

 
· Now the sons of Reuben and the sons of Gad had come to have 

numerous livestock, very many, in fact.  And they began to see 
the land of Jazer and the land of Gilead, and, look!  The place was 
a place for livestock. (Numbers 32:1) 

 
See Also BALSAM, BALSAM OF GILEAD 
 
·· Historical Events In Gilead 
 
· Shortly before the Israelites entered the Promised Land, the 
Amorite king Sihon controlled the section of Gilead South of the torrent 
valley of Jabbok, whereas Og the king of Bashan ruled over the part to 
the North. 
 
· Now these are the kings of the land whom the sons of Israel 

defeated and whose land they then took possession of on the 
side of the Jordan toward the rising of the sun, from the torrent 
valley of Arnon up to Mount Hermon and all the Arabah toward 
the sunrise: (Joshua 12:1) 

 
· Sihon the king of the Amorites, who dwelt in Heshbon, ruling 



from Aroer, which was on the bank of the torrent valley of Arnon, 
and the middle of the torrent valley, and half of Gilead as far as 
Jabbok the torrent valley, the boundary of the sons of Ammon. 
(Joshua 12:2) 

 
· And the Arabah as far as the sea of Chinnereth toward the east 

and as far as the sea of the Arabah, the Salt Sea, to the east in 
the direction of Beth-jeshimoth, and toward the south under the 
slopes of Pisgah. (Joshua 12:3) 

 
· And the territory of Og the king of Bashan, of what was left over 

of the Rephaim, who dwelt in Ashtaroth and Edrei. (Joshua 12:4) 
 
· Under the leadership of Moses, the Israelites defeated both of 
these kings, and the tribes of Gad and Reuben, because of their 
numerous livestock, requested that this region be given to them as an 
inheritance. 
 
· Israel now sent messengers to Sihon the king of the Amorites, 

saying; (Numbers 21:21) 
 
· Let me pass through your land.  We shall not turn off into a field 

or a vineyard.  We shall drink water of no well.  On the kings road 
we shall march until we pass through your territory. (Numbers 
21:22) 

 
· And Sihon did not allow Israel to pass through his territory, but 

Sihon gathered all his people and went out to meet Israel in the 
wilderness, and came to Jahaz and began fighting with Israel. 
(Numbers 21:23) 

 
· At that Israel struck him with the edge of the sword and took 

possession of his land from the Arnon to the Jabbok, near the 
sons of Ammon, because Jazer is the border of the sons of 
Ammon. (Numbers 21:24) 

 
· After that they turned and went up by the way of Bashan.  At this 

Og the king of Bashan came out to meet them, he and all his 
people, to the battle of Edrei. (Numbers 21:33) 

 
· Yehowah now said to Moses;  Do not be afraid of him, for into 

your hand I shall certainly give him and all his people and his 
land, and you must do to him just as you did to Sihon, the king of 
the Amorites, who used to dwell in Heshbon. (Numbers 21:34) 



 
· So they went striking him and his sons and all his people, until 

there was no survivor remaining to him, and they went taking 
possession of his land. (Numbers 21:35) 

 
· Now the sons of Reuben and the sons of Gad had come to have 

numerous livestock, very many, in fact.  And they began to see 
the land of Jazer and the land of Gilead, and, look!  The place was 
a place for livestock. (Numbers 32:1) 

 
· Hence the sons of Gad and the sons of Reuben came and said this 

to Moses and Eleazar the priest and to the chieftains of the 
assembly. (Numbers 32:2) 

 
· Ataroth and Dibon and Jazer and Nimrah and Heshbon and 

Elealeh and Sebam and Nebo and Beon. (Numbers 32:3) 
 
· The land that Yehowah defeated before the assembly of Israel, is 

a land for livestock, and your servants have livestock. (Numbers 
32:4) 

 
· And they went on to say;  If we have found favor in your eyes, let 

this land be given to your servants as a possession.  Do not make 
us cross the Jordan. (Numbers 32:5) 

 
· Their request was granted on the condition that the fighting men 
of both tribes cross the Jordan and assist in the conquest of the 
Promised Land. 
 
· At this Moses said to them;  If you will do this thing, if you will 

equip yourselves before Yehowah for the war. (Numbers 32:20) 
 
· And every equipped one of yours will actually pass over the 

Jordan before Yehowah, until he drives away his enemies from 
before him. (Numbers 32:21) 

 
· And the land is actually subdued before Yehowah, and afterward 

you return, you also will indeed prove yourselves free from guilt 
against Yehowah and against Israel, and this land must become 
yours as a possession before Yehowah. (Numbers 32:22) 

 
· But if you will not do this way, you will also certainly sin against 

Yehowah.  In that case know that your sin will catch up with you. 
(Numbers 32:23) 



 
· Build for yourselves cities for your little ones and stone pens for 

your flocks, and what has gone forth from your mouth you should 
do. (Numbers 32:24) 

 
· Accordingly Moses gave a command respecting them to Eleazar 

the priest and to Joshua the son of Nun and to the heads of the 
fathers of the tribes of the sons of Israel. (Numbers 32:28) 

 
· So Moses said to them;  If the sons of Gad and the sons of 

Reuben pass with you over the Jordan, everyone equipped for 
the war, before Yehowah, and the land is actually subdued 
before you, you must then give them the land of Gilead as a 
possession. (Numbers 32:29) 

 
· But if they do not pass over equipped with you, they must then 

be settled in your midst in the land of Canaan. (Numbers 32:30) 
 
· This they agreed to do, and immediately they rebuilt cities for 
their families, whom they would leave behind. 
 
· Then the sons of Gad and the sons of Reuben said this to Moses;  

Your servants will do just as my lord is commanding. (Numbers 
32:25) 

 
· Our little ones, our wives, our livestock and all our domestic 

animals will stay there in the cities of Gilead. (Numbers 32:26) 
 
· But your servants will pass over, everyone equipped for the 

army, before Yehowah for the war, just as my lord is speaking. 
(Numbers 32:27) 

 
· To this the sons of Gad and the sons of Reuben answered, saying;  

What Yehowah has spoken to your servants is the way we shall 
do. (Numbers 32:31) 

 
· We ourselves will pass over equipped before Yehowah to the 

land of Canaan, and the possession of our inheritance will be 
with us on this side of the Jordan. (Numbers 32:32) 

 
· At this Moses gave to them, that is, to the sons of Gad and to the 

sons of Reuben and to half the tribe of Manasseh the son of 
Joseph, the kingdom of Sihon the king of the Amorites and the 
kingdom of Og the king of Bashan, the land belonging to its cities 



in the territories, and the cities of the land round about. 
(Numbers 32:33) 

 
· And the sons of Gad proceeded to build Dibon and Ataroth and 

Aroer. (Numbers 32:34) 
 
· And Atroth-shophan and Jazer and Jogbehah. (Numbers 32:35) 
 
· And Beth-nimrah and Beth-haran, cities with fortifications, and 

stone flock pens. (Numbers 32:36) 
 
· And the sons of Reuben built Heshbon and Elealeh and 

Kiriathaim. (Numbers 32:37) 
 
· And Nebo and Baal-meon, their names being changed, and 

Sibmah, and they began to call by their own names the names of 
the cities that they built. (Numbers 32:38) 

 
· The half tribe of Manasseh also received an inheritance East of 
the Jordan. 
 
· At this Moses gave to them, that is, to the sons of Gad and to the 

sons of Reuben and to half the tribe of Manasseh the son of 
Joseph, the kingdom of Sihon the king of the Amorites and the 
kingdom of Og the king of Bashan, the land belonging to its cities 
in the territories, and the cities of the land round about. 
(Numbers 32:33) 

 
· And the sons of Machir the son of Manasseh proceeded to march 

to Gilead and to capture it and to drive away the Amorites who 
were in it. (Numbers 32:39) 

 
· So Moses gave Gilead to Machir the son of Manasseh, and he took 

up dwelling in it. (Numbers 32:40) 
 
· Upon returning to their inheritance in Gilead, the men of Reuben, 
Gad, and the half tribe of Manasseh built an altar as a memorial of 
faithfulness to Yehowah. 
 
· After that the sons of Reuben and the sons of Gad and the half 

tribe of Manasseh returned and went away from the other sons 
of Israel, from Shiloh, which is in the land of Canaan, so as to go 
to the land of Gilead, to the land of their possession in which 
they had been settled at the order of Yehowah by means of 



Moses. (Joshua 22:9) 
 
· When they came to the regions of the Jordan that were in the 

land of Canaan, then the sons of Reuben and the sons of Gad and 
the half tribe of Manasseh built there an altar by the Jordan, an 
altar great in conspicuousness. (Joshua 22:10) 

 
· Hence we said;  Let us take action in our behalf, please, by 

building the altar, not for burnt offering nor for sacrifice. (Joshua 
22:26) 

 
· But that it may be a witness between us and you and our 

generations after us that we shall render the service of Yehowah 
before him with our burnt offerings and our sacrifices and our 
communion sacrifices, that your sons may not say in a future day 
to our sons;  You have no share in Yehowah. (Joshua 22:27) 

 
· So we said;  And it must occur that in case they should say that 

to us and to our generations in a future day, we must also say;  
See the representation of Yehowah’s altar that our fathers made, 
not for burnt offering nor for sacrifice, but it is a witness 
between us and you. (Joshua 22:28) 

 
· It is unthinkable, on our part, to rebel of our own accord against 

Yehowah and to turn back today from following Yehowah by 
building an altar for burnt offering, grain offering and sacrifice 
besides the altar of Yehowah our God that is before his 
tabernacle! (Joshua 22:29) 

 
· Later, they shared in the united tribal action against the 
Benjamites for shielding the wrongdoers of Gibeah from being brought 
to justice. 
 
· Consequently all the sons of Israel went out and the assembly 

congregated themselves as one man, from Dan down to Beer-
sheba along with the land of Gilead, to Yehowah at Mizpah. 
(Judges 20:1) 

 
· So the keymen of all the people and all the tribes of Israel took 

their station in the congregation of the people of the true God, 
four hundred thousand men on foot who drew the sword. 
(Judges 20:2) 

 
· And the sons of Benjamin got to hear that the sons of Israel had 



gone up to Mizpah.  Then the sons of Israel said;  Speak.  How 
has this bad thing been brought about? (Judges 20:3) 

 
· At this the man, the Levite, the husband of the murdered woman, 

answered and said;  It was to Gibeah, which belongs to 
Benjamin, that I came, I and my concubine, to stay overnight. 
(Judges 20:4) 

 
· And the landowners of Gibeah proceeded to rise up against me 

and to surround the house against me by night.  It was I that 
they figured on killing, but it was my concubine that they raped, 
and she gradually died. (Judges 20:5) 

 
· Hence I grasped my concubine and cut her up and sent her into 

every field of Israel’s inheritance, because they had carried on 
loose conduct and disgraceful folly in Israel. (Judges 20:6) 

 
· Look!  All you sons of Israel, give your word and counsel here. 

(Judges 20:7) 
 
· So all the people rose up as one man, saying;  We shall not go 

any of us to his tent, nor shall we turn aside any of us to his 
house. (Judges 20:8) 

 
· And now this is the thing that we shall do to Gibeah.  Let us go 

up by lot against it. (Judges 20:9) 
 
· And we must take ten men out of a hundred of all the tribes of 

Israel, and a hundred out of a thousand, and a thousand out of 
ten thousand, to procure provisions for the people, that they may 
take action by going against Gibeah of Benjamin, in view of all 
the disgraceful folly that they did in Israel. (Judges 20:10) 

 
· Thus all the men of Israel were gathered against the city as one 

man, as allies. (Judges 20:11) 
 
· Accordingly the tribes of Israel sent men to all the tribesmen of 

Benjamin, saying;  What is this bad thing that has been brought 
about among you? (Judges 20:12) 

 
· And now give over the men, the good-for-nothing men, that are 

in Gibeah, that we may put them to death, and let us clear out 
what is bad from Israel.  And the sons of Benjamin did not want 
to listen to the voice of their brothers, the sons of Israel. (Judges 



20:13) 
 
· Then the sons of Benjamin went gathering together out of the 

cities to Gibeah to go out to battle against the sons of Israel. 
(Judges 20:14) 

 
· So the sons of Benjamin got to be mustered on that day from the 

cities, twenty-six thousand men drawing sword, apart from the 
inhabitants of Gibeah, of whom seven hundred chosen men were 
mustered. (Judges 20:15) 

 
· Out of all this people there were seven hundred chosen men left-

handed.  Every one of these was a slinger of stones to a 
hairbreadth and would not miss. (Judges 20:16) 

 
· And the men of Israel were mustered apart from Benjamin, four 

hundred thousand men drawing sword.  Every one of these was a 
man of war. (Judges 20:17) 

 
· And they proceeded to rise up and go on up to Bethel and to 

inquire of God.  Then the sons of Israel said;  Who of us should 
go up in the lead to the battle against the sons of Benjamin?  To 
this Yehowah said;  Judah in the lead. (Judges 20:18) 

 
· After that the sons of Israel rose up in the morning and camped 

against Gibeah. (Judges 20:19) 
 
· The men of Israel now went out to battle against Benjamin, and 

the men of Israel proceeded to draw up in battle formation 
against them at Gibeah. (Judges 20:20) 

 
· So the sons of Benjamin came on out from Gibeah and brought 

twenty-two thousand men in Israel down to ruin to the earth on 
that day. (Judges 20:21) 

 
· However, the people, the men of Israel, showed themselves 

courageous and again went drawing up in battle formation in the 
place where they had drawn up in formation on the first day. 
(Judges 20:22) 

 
· Then the sons of Israel went up and wept before Yehowah until 

the evening and inquired of Yehowah, saying;  Shall I again 
approach for battle against the sons of Benjamin my brother?  To 
this Yehowah said;  Go up against him. (Judges 20:23) 



 
· Accordingly the sons of Israel drew near to the sons of Benjamin 

on the second day. (Judges 20:24) 
 
· In turn Benjamin came on out from Gibeah to meet them on the 

second day and brought a further eighteen thousand men among 
the sons of Israel down to ruin to the earth, all of these drawing 
sword. (Judges 20:25) 

 
· At that all the sons of Israel, even all the people, went on up and 

came to Bethel and wept and sat there before Yehowah and 
fasted on that day until the evening and offered up burnt 
offerings and communion offerings before Yehowah. (Judges 
20:26) 

 
· After that the sons of Israel inquired of Yehowah, as it was there 

that the ark of the covenant of the true God was in those days. 
(Judges 20:27) 

 
· Now Phinehas the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron, was standing 

before it in those days, saying;  Shall I go out yet again to battle 
against the sons of Benjamin my brother or shall I cease to?  To 
this Yehowah said;  Go up, because tomorrow I shall give him 
into your hand. (Judges 20:28) 

 
· Then Israel set men in ambush against Gibeah all around. 

(Judges 20:29) 
 
· And the sons of Israel proceeded to go up against the sons of 

Benjamin on the third day, and to draw up in formation against 
Gibeah the same as at the other times. (Judges 20:30) 

 
· When the sons of Benjamin went on out to meet the people, they 

were drawn away from the city.  Then, the same as at the other 
times, they started to strike down some of the people mortally 
wounded on the highways, one of which goes up to Bethel and 
the other to Gibeah, in the field, about thirty men in Israel. 
(Judges 20:31) 

 
· So the sons of Benjamin began to say;  They are suffering defeat 

before us the same as at the first.  As for the sons of Israel, they 
said;  Let us flee, and we shall certainly draw them away from 
the city onto the highways. (Judges 20:32) 

 



· And all the men of Israel rose up from their places and went 
drawing up in formation at Baal-tamar, while those of Israel in 
ambush were making a charge out of their places in the vicinity 
of Gibeah. (Judges 20:33) 

 
· Thus ten thousand chosen men out of all Israel came in front of 

Gibeah, and the fighting was heavy, and the Benjamites did not 
know that calamity was impending over them. (Judges 20:34) 

 
· And Yehowah proceeded to defeat Benjamin before Israel, so 

that the sons of Israel on that day brought down to ruin in 
Benjamin twenty-five thousand one hundred men, all of these 
drawing sword. (Judges 20:35) 

 
· However, the sons of Benjamin imagined that the men of Israel 

faced defeat when they kept giving ground to Benjamin because 
they trusted in the ambush that they had set against Gibeah. 
(Judges 20:36) 

 
· As for the ambush, they acted quickly and went dashing toward 

Gibeah.  Then the ambush spread out and struck all the city with 
the edge of the sword. (Judges 20:37) 

 
· Now the men of Israel had come to the arrangement with the 

ambush for them to make a smoke signal go up from the city. 
(Judges 20:38) 

 
· When the sons of Israel turned around in the battle, Benjamin 

started to strike down about thirty men mortally wounded 
among the men of Israel, for they said;  They are unquestionably 
suffering nothing but defeat before us just as in the first battle. 
(Judges 20:39) 

 
· And the signal started to go up from the city as a pillar of smoke.  

So when Benjamin turned his face back, look!  The whole city 
went up heavenward. (Judges 20:40) 

 
· And the men of Israel made an about-face, and the men of 

Benjamin were disturbed, for they saw that calamity had reached 
them. (Judges 20:41) 

 
· Hence they turned before the men of Israel in the direction of the 

wilderness, and the battle followed them up closely, while the 
men from out of the cities were bringing them down to ruin in 



their midst. (Judges 20:4) 
 
· They surrounded Benjamin.  They pursued him without a place to 

rest.  They trampled him down directly in front of Gibeah toward 
the rising of the sun. (Judges 20:43) 

 
· Finally there fell eighteen thousand men of Benjamin, all of these 

being valiant men. (Judges 20:44) 
 
· Thus they turned and went fleeing to the wilderness to the crag 

of Rimmon.  And they made a gleaning of five thousand men of 
them on the highways, and they kept following closely after 
them as far as Gidom and so struck down two thousand more 
men of them. (Judges 20:45) 

 
· And all those of Benjamin that fell on that day amounted at last 

to twenty-five thousand men drawing sword, all these being 
valiant men. (Judges 20:46) 

 
· But six hundred men turned and went fleeing to the wilderness 

to the crag of Rimmon, and they continued to dwell on the crag 
of Rimmon four months. (Judges 20:47) 

 
· And the men of Israel came back against the sons of Benjamin 

and went striking with the edge of the sword those of the city, 
from men to domestic animal up to all that were found.  Also, all 
the cities that were found they consigned to the fire. (Judges 
20:48) 

 
· But in sharp contrast to this, Gilead was censured for failing to 
join Barak in the fight against Sisera. 
 
· Gilead kept to his residence on the other side of the Jordan, And 

Dan, why did he continue to dwell for the time in ships?  Asher 
sat idle at the seashore, and by his landing places he kept 
residing. (Judges 5:17) 

 
· Similarly, at a later period the men of Succoth and Penuel, two 
cities in Gilead, refused to assist Gideon and his men with food supplies 
while the latter were pursuing the Midianites. 
 
· Eventually Gideon came to the Jordan, crossing it, he and the 

three hundred men that were with him, tired but keeping up the 
pursuit. (Judges 8:4) 



 
· Later he said to the men of Succoth;  Please give round loaves of 

bread to the people that are following my steps, for they are tired 
and I am chasing after Zebah and Zalmunna, the kings of Midian. 
(Judges 8:5) 

 
· But the princes of Succoth said;  Are the palms of Zebah and of 

Zalmunna already in your hand so that bread has to be given to 
your army? (Judges 8:6) 

 
· At this Gideon said;  That is why when Yehowah gives Zebah and 

Zalmunna into my hand, I shall certainly give your flesh a 
threshing with the thorns of the wilderness and the briers. 
(Judges 8:7) 

 
· And he continued on his way up from there to Penuel and went 

speaking to them in this same manner, but the men of Penuel 
answered him just as the men of Succoth had answered. (Judges 
8:8) 

 
· Hence he said also to the men of Penuel;  When I return in peace, 

I shall pull down this tower. (Judges 8:9) 
 
· After the death of Judge Jair from Gilead, Israel reverted to 
idolatry, and 18 years of severe Ammonite oppression followed.  Faced 
with this menace, the men of Gilead abandoned false worship and 
appealed to Gileadite Jephthah to be their commander in the fight 
against Ammon.  Subsequently the Ammonites were subdued.  
 
· Then after him Jair the Gileadite rose up, and he continued to 

judge Israel for twenty-two years. (Judges 10:3) 
 
· After that Jair died and was buried in Kamon. (Judges 10:5) 
 
· And the sons of Israel again proceeded to do what was bad in the 

eyes of Yehowah, and they began to serve the Baals and the 
Ashtoreth images and the gods of Syria and the gods of Sidon 
and the gods of Moab and the gods of the sons of Ammon and the 
gods of the Philistines.  So they left Yehowah and did not serve 
him. (Judges 10:6) 

 
· At this Yehowah’s anger blazed against Israel, so that he sold 

them into the hand of the Philistines and into the hand of the 
sons of Ammon. (Judges 10:7) 



 
· Hence they shattered and heavily oppressed the sons of Israel in 

that year, for eighteen years all the sons of Israel that were on 
the side of the Jordan in the land of the Amorites that was in 
Gilead. (Judges 10:8) 

 
· And the sons of Ammon would cross the Jordan to fight even 

against Judah and Benjamin and the house of Ephraim, and 
Israel was greatly distressed. (Judges 10:9) 

 
· And the sons of Israel began to call to Yehowah for aid, saying;  

We have sinned against you, because we have left our God and 
we serve the Baals. (Judges 10:10) 

 
· And it came about after a while that the sons of Ammon began to 

fight against Israel. (Judges 11:4) 
 
· And it came about that when the sons of Ammon did fight 

against Israel, the older men of Gilead immediately went to take 
Jephthah out of the land of Tob. (Judges 11:5) 

 
· Then they said to Jephthah;  Do come and serve as our 

commander, and let us fight against the sons of Ammon. (Judges 
11:6) 

 
· But Jephthah said to the older men of Gilead;  Was it not you that 

hated me so that you drove me out of my father’s house?  And 
why is it that you have come to me now just when you are in 
distress? (Judges 11:7) 

 
· At this the older men of Gilead said to Jephthah;  That is why 

now we have returned to you, and you must go with us and fight 
against the sons of Ammon, and you must become for us the 
head of all the inhabitants of Gilead. (Judges 11:8) 

 
· So Jephthah said to the older men of Gilead;  If you are bringing 

me back to fight against the sons of Ammon, and Yehowah does 
abandon them to me, I, for my part, shall become your head! 
(Judges 11:9) 

 
· In turn the older men of Gilead said to Jephthah;  Let Yehowah 

prove to be the listener between us if the way we shall do is not 
according to your word. (Judges 11:10) 

 



· Consequently Jephthah went with the older men of Gilead and 
the people set him over them as head and commander.  And 
Jephthah proceeded to speak all his words before Yehowah in 
Mizpah. (Judges 11:11) 

 
· So Jephthah passed along to the sons of Ammon to fight against 

them, and Yehowah proceeded to give them into his hand. 
(Judges 11:32) 

 
· And he went striking them from Aroer all the way to Minnith, 

twenty cities, and as far as Abel-keramim with a very great 
slaughter.  Thus the sons of Ammon were subdued before the 
sons of Israel. (Judges 11:33) 

 
· Years later, though, Gilead continued to have difficulty with the 
Ammonites. 
 
· This is what Yehowah has said;  On account of three revolts of 

the sons of Ammon, and on account of four, I shall not turn it 
back, on account of their slitting open the pregnant women of 
Gilead, for the purpose of widening out their own territory. 
(Amos 1:13) 

 
· Shortly after Saul had been anointed as Israel’s first king, 
Nahash the Ammonite laid siege to Jabesh-gilead and would accept the 
surrender of this city only on the condition that the men allow their 
right eyes to be bored out.  Upon learning this, Saul quickly rallied an 
army of 330,000 men and defeated the Ammonites. 
 
· And Nahash the Ammonite proceeded to go up and camp against 

Jabesh in Gilead.  At that all the men of Jabesh said to Nahash;  
Conclude a covenant with us that we may serve you. (1 Samuel 
11:1) 

 
· Then Nahash the Ammonite said to them;  On this condition I 

shall conclude it with you, on the condition of boring out every 
right eye of yours, and I must put it as a reproach upon all Israel. 
(1 Samuel 11:2) 

 
· In turn the older men of Jabesh said to him;  Give us seven days 

time, and we will send messengers into all the territory of Israel 
and, if there is no savior of us, we must then go out to you. (1 
Samuel 11:3) 

 



· In time the messengers came to Gibeah of Saul and spoke the 
words in the ears of the people, and all the people began raising 
their voice and weeping. (1 Samuel 11:4) 

 
· But here is Saul coming after the herd from the field, and Saul 

proceeded to say;  What is the matter with the people, that they 
should weep?  And they began relating to him the words of the 
men of Jabesh. (1 Samuel 11:5) 

 
· And the spirit of God became operative upon Saul on his hearing 

these words, and his anger got very hot. (1 Samuel 11:6) 
 
· So he took a pair of bulls and cut them in pieces and sent these 

into all the territory of Israel by the hand of the messengers, 
saying;  Whoever of us is not going out as a follower of Saul and 
of Samuel, this is the way it will be done to his cattle!  And the 
dread of Yehowah began to fall upon the people so that they 
came out as one man. (1 Samuel 11:7) 

 
· Then he took the sum of them in Bezek, and the sons of Israel 

amounted to three hundred thousand, and the men of Judah 
thirty thousand. (1 Samuel 11:8) 

 
· They now said to the messengers that had come;  This is what 

you will say to the men of Jabesh in Gilead, Tomorrow salvation 
will take place for you when the sun gets hot.  With that the 
messengers came and told the men of Jabesh, and they gave way 
to rejoicing. (1 Samuel 11:9) 

 
· Accordingly the men of Jabesh said;  Tomorrow we shall come 

out to you people, and you must do to us in harmony with all that 
is good in your eyes. (1 Samuel 11:10) 

 
· And it came about on the next day that Saul proceeded to put the 

people into three bands, and they made their way into the middle 
of the camp during the morning watch and went striking down 
the Ammonites till the day grew hot.  When there proved to be 
some that were left over, then they were sent scattering and 
there were not left over among them two together. (1 Samuel 
11:11) 

 
· Gilead then seems to have entered a period of relative security 
that continued even after Saul’s death, as is suggested by the fact that 



Abner chose the Gileadite city of Mahanaim as the place to make Saul’s 
son Ish-bosheth king. 
 
· As for Abner the son of Ner the chief of the army that had 

belonged to Saul, he took Ish-bosheth, Saul’s son, and proceeded 
to bring him across to Mahanaim. (2 Samuel 2:8) 

 
· And to make him king over Gilead and the Ashurites and Jezreel 

and over Ephraim and Benjamin and over Israel, all of it. (2 
Samuel 2:9) 

 
· However, sometime during David’s reign trouble with the 
Ammonites broke out anew.  Gilead and its vicinity became the scene 
of the battles that finally resulted in the complete subjugation of 
Ammon. 
 
· In time the sons of Ammon saw that they had become foul-

smelling to David, and the sons of Ammon proceeded to send and 
hire Syrians of Beth-rehob and Syrians of Zobah, twenty 
thousand men on foot, and the king of Maacah, a thousand men, 
and Ishtob, twelve thousand men. (2 Samuel 10:6) 

 
· When David heard of it, then he sent Joab and all the army and 

the mighty men. (2 Samuel 10:7) 
 
· And the sons of Ammon began to go out and draw up in battle 

formation at the entrance of the gate, also the Syrians of Zobah 
and of Rehob, and Ishtob and Maacah by themselves in the open 
field. (2 Samuel 10:8) 

 
· When Joab saw that the battle charges had come to be against 

him from the front and from the rear, he at once chose some of 
all the choice men in Israel and drew them up in formation to 
meet the Syrians. (2 Samuel 10:9) 

 
· And the rest of the people he gave into the hand of Abishai his 

brother, that he might draw them up in formation to meet the 
sons of Ammon. (2 Samuel 10:10) 

 
· And he went on to say;  If the Syrians become too strong for me, 

then you must serve as a salvation for me, but if the sons of 
Ammon themselves become too strong for you, I must also come 
to save you. (2 Samuel 10:11) 

 



· Be strong, that we may show ourselves courageous in behalf of 
our people and in behalf of the cities of our God, and as for 
Yehowah, he will do what is good in his own eyes. (2 Samuel 
10:12) 

 
· Then Joab and the people that were with him advanced to the 

battle against the Syrians, and they went fleeing from before 
him. (2 Samuel 10:13) 

 
· As for the sons of Ammon, they saw that the Syrians had fled, 

and they took to flight from before Abishai and hence came into 
the city.  After that Joab returned from the sons of Ammon and 
came to Jerusalem. (2 Samuel 10:14) 

 
· When the Syrians saw that they had been defeated before Israel, 

they proceeded to gather themselves together. (2 Samuel 10:15) 
 
· So Hadadezer sent and brought out the Syrians that were in the 

region of the River, and then they came to Helam, with Shobach 
the chief of the army of Hadadezer before them. (2 Samuel 
10:16) 

 
· When the report was made to David, he immediately gathered all 

Israel and crossed the Jordan and came to Helam.  The Syrians 
now drew up in formation to meet David and began to fight 
against him. (2 Samuel 10:17) 

 
· And the Syrians took to flight from before Israel, and David got 

to kill of the Syrians seven hundred charioteers and forty 
thousand horsemen, and Shobach the chief of their army he 
struck down so that he died there. (2 Samuel 10:18) 

 
· When all the kings, the servants of Hadadezer, saw that they had 

been defeated before Israel, they promptly made peace with 
Israel and began to serve them, and the Syrians were afraid to 
try saving the sons of Ammon anymore. (2 Samuel 10:19) 

 
· And it came about at the return of the year, at the time that 

kings sally forth, that David proceeded to send Joab and his 
servants with him and all Israel, that they might bring the sons 
of Ammon to ruin and lay siege to Rabbah, while David was 
dwelling in Jerusalem. (2 Samuel 11:1) 

 
· And Joab continued to fight against Rabbah of the sons of 



Ammon and got to capture the city of the kingdom. (2 Samuel 
12:26) 

 
· So Joab sent messengers to David and said;  I have fought 

against Rabbah.  I have also captured the city of waters. (2 
Samuel 12:27) 

 
· And now gather the rest of the people and encamp against the 

city, and capture it, that I myself may not be the one to capture 
the city, and my name should not have to be called upon it. (2 
Samuel 12:28) 

 
· Accordingly David gathered all the people and went to Rabbah 

and fought against it and captured it. (2 Samuel 12:29) 
 
· And he got to take the crown of Malcam off its head, the weight 

of which was a talent of gold, along with precious stones, and it 
came to be upon David’s head.  And the spoil of the city that he 
brought out was very much. (2 Samuel 12:30) 

 
· And the people that were in it, he brought out that he might put 

them at sawing stones and at sharp instruments of iron and at 
axes of iron, and he made them serve at brickmaking.  And that 
was the way he proceeded to do to all the cities of the sons of 
Ammon.  Finally David and all the people returned to Jerusalem. 
(2 Samuel 12:31) 

 
· Later, during Absalom’s rebellion, King David fled to Gilead and, 
at Mahanaim, was kindly and hospitably received, particularly by the 
aged Barzillai. 
 
· And it came about that, as soon as David came to Mahanaim, 

Shobi the son of Nahash from Rabbah of the sons of Ammon, and 
Machir the son of Ammiel from Lo-debar, and Barzillai the 
Gileadite from Rogelim (2 Samuel 17:27) 

 
· Brought beds and basins and potter’s vessels, and wheat and 

barley and flour and roasted grain and broad beans and lentils 
and parched grain. (2 Samuel 17:28) 

 
· And honey and butter and sheep and curds of cattle they brought 

forward for David and the people that were with him to eat, for 
they said;  The people are hungry and tired and thirsty in the 
wilderness. (2 Samuel 17:29) 



 
· And Barzillai was very old, being eighty years of age, and he 

himself supplied the king with food while he was dwelling in 
Mahanaim, for he was a very great man. (2 Samuel 19:32) 

 
· Evidently in Gilead the forces of David and of Absalom met in 
battle.  The signal defeat of Absalom paved the way for David to leave 
Gilead and return to his throne. 
 
· As for David, he came to Mahanaim, and Absalom himself crossed 

the Jordan, he and all the men of Israel with him. (2 Samuel 
17:24) 

 
· And the people continued on their way out to the field to meet 

Israel, and the battle came to be in the forest of Ephraim. (2 
Samuel 18:6) 

 
· Finally the people of Israel were defeated there before the 

servants of David, and the slaughter there turned out to be great 
on that day, of twenty thousand men. (2 Samuel 18:7) 

 
· And the battle there got to be spread out over all the land that 

was in sight.  Furthermore, the forest did more in eating up the 
people than the sword did in eating them up on that day. (2 
Samuel 18:8) 

 
· Not long after the ten-tribe kingdom was established, 997 B.C.E, 
the Syrians annexed territory from Gilead.  Ramoth-gilead, the Gadite 
city of refuge in eastern Gilead, was in the possession of the Syrians in 
the time of King Ahab and the Gileadite prophet Elijah. 
 
· And Elijah the Tishbite from the inhabitants of Gilead proceeded 

to say to Ahab;  As Yehowah the God of Israel before whom I do 
stand is living, there will occur during these years neither dew 
nor rain, except at the order of my word! (1 Kings 17:1) 

 
· Then the king of Israel said to his servants, Do you really know 

that Ramoth-gilead belongs to us?  Yet we are hesitating to take 
it out of the hand of the king of Syria. (1 Kings 22:3) 

 
· Then, during the reigns of King Jehu and his son Jehoahaz, Gilead 
lost even more territory and was subjected to a severe threshing 
experience at the hands of the Syrian kings Hazael and his son Ben-
hadad III. 



 
· In those days Yehowah started to cut off Israel piece by piece, 

and Hazael kept striking them in all the territory of Israel. (2 
Kings 10:32) 

 
· From the Jordan toward the rising of the sun, all the land of 

Gilead, the Gadites and the Reubenites and the Manassites, from 
Aroer, which is by the torrent valley of Arnon, even Gilead and 
Bashan. (2 Kings 10:33) 

 
· And the rest of the affairs of Jehu and all that he did and all his 

mightiness, are they not written in the book of the affairs of the 
days of the kings of Israel? (2 Kings 10:34) 

 
· In the twenty-third year of Jehoash the son of Ahaziah the king 

of Judah, Jehoahaz the son of Jehu became king over Israel in 
Samaria for seventeen years. (2 Kings 13:1) 

 
· And Yehowah’s anger became hot against Israel, so that he gave 

them into the hand of Hazael the king of Syria and into the hand 
of Ben-hadad the son of Hazael all their days. (2 Kings 13:3) 

 
· For he had not left to Jehoahaz any people but fifty horsemen 

and ten chariots and ten thousand men on foot, because the king 
of Syria had destroyed them, that he might make them like the 
dust at threshing. (2 Kings 13:7) 

 
· This is what Yehowah has said;  On account of three revolts of 

Damascus, and on account of four, I shall not turn it back, on 
account of their threshing Gilead even with iron threshing 
instruments. (Amos 1:3) 

 
· And I will send a fire onto the house of Hazael, and it must 

devour the dwelling towers of Ben-hadad. (Amos 1:4) 
 
· However, Jehoash the son of Jehoahaz defeated the Syrians 
three times and recovered the cities Israel had lost to the Syrians 
during his father’s reign. 
 
· And Jehoash the son of Jehoahaz proceeded to take back again 

from the hand of Ben-hadad the son of Hazael the cities that he 
had taken from the hand of Jehoahaz his father in war.  Three 
times Jehoash struck him down, and he got to recover the cities 
of Israel. (2 Kings 13:25) 



 
· Finally, in the days of Israelite King Pekah, circa 778-758 B.C.E, 
the Assyrian king Tiglath-pileser III carried the inhabitants of Gilead 
into exile. 
 
· In the days of Pekah the king of Israel, Tiglath-pileser the king of 

Assyria came in and proceeded to take Ijon and Abel-beth-
maacah and Janoah and Kedesh and Hazor and Gilead and 
Galilee, all the land of Naphtali, and to carry them into exile in 
Assyria. (2 Kings 15:29) 

 
· Apparently the Ammonites were quick to take advantage of this 
situation and began to occupy the territory of Gilead. 
 
· They have said;  Come and let us efface them from being a 

nation, that the name of Israel may be remembered no more. 
(Psalms 83:4) 

 
· For with the heart they have unitedly exchanged counsel, against 

you they proceeded to conclude even a covenant. (Psalms 83:5) 
 
· The tents of Edom and the Ishmaelites, Moab and the Hagrites. 

(Psalms 83:6) 
 
· Gebal and Ammon and Amalek, Philistia together with the 

inhabitants of Tyre. (Psalms 83:7) 
 
· Also, Assyria itself has become joined with them, they have 

become an arm to the sons of Lot. (Psalms 83:8) 
 
· For the sons of Ammon this is what Yehowah has said;  Are there 

no sons that Israel has, or is there no inheritor that he has?  Why 
is it that Malcam has taken possession of Gad, and his own 
people have taken up dwelling in Israel’s very cities? (Jeremiah 
49:1) 

 
· Therefore, look!  There are days coming, is the utterance of 

Yehowah, and I will cause the alarm signal of war to be heard 
even against Rabbah of the sons of Ammon, and she will 
certainly become a mound of a desolate waste, and her 
dependent towns themselves will be set aflame in the very fire.  
And Israel will actually take possession of those in possession of 
him, Yehowah has said. (Jeremiah 49:2) 

 



· Howl, O Heshbon, for Ai has been despoiled!  Cry out, O 
dependent towns of Rabbah.  Gird sackcloth on yourselves.  Wail, 
and rove about among the stone pens, for Malcam himself will go 
even into exile, his priests and his princes, all together. 
(Jeremiah 49:3) 

 
· Why do you brag about the low plains, your flowing low plain, O 

daughter unfaithful, you the one trusting in her treasures, 
saying;  Who will come to me? (Jeremiah 49:4) 

 
· Here I am bringing in upon you a dreadful thing, is the utterance 

of the Sovereign Lord, Yehowah of armies, from all those round 
about you.  And you people will certainly be dispersed, each one 
in his own direction, and there will be no one collecting together 
those running away. (Jeremiah 49:5) 

 
· However, through his prophets, Yehowah gave the assurance 
that in time the Israelites would again be restored to this region. 
 
· And I will bring Israel back to his pasture ground, and he will 

certainly graze on Carmel and on Bashan, and in the 
mountainous region of Ephraim and of Gilead his soul will be 
satisfied. (Jeremiah 50:19) 

 
· Shepherd your people with your staff, the flock of your 

inheritance, the one who was residing alone in a forest, in the 
midst of an orchard.  Let them feed on Bashan and Gilead as in 
the days of a long time ago. (Micah 7:14) 

 
· And I must bring them back from the land of Egypt, and from 

Assyria I shall collect them together, and to the land of Gilead 
and Lebanon I shall bring them, and no room will be found for 
them. (Zechariah 10:10) 

 
 


