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~GOLD (911) 
[Hebrew, za-hav', Greek, khry-sos'] 
·· Used In Tabernacle And Temple 
·· Solomon’s Revenue 
·· Disposition Of Gold In Captured Cities 
·· Wisdom And Faith Are Better Than Gold 
·· Symbolic Use 
 
· The first and most frequently mentioned metal in the Bible. 
 
· The first ones name is Pishon, it is the one encircling the entire 

land of Havilah, where there is gold. (Genesis 2:11) 
 
· From the beginning it has been a noble metal highly valued for 
its weight, rarity, durable non-tarnishing luster, shimmering beauty, 
ductility, and malleability.  A number of Hebrew terms refer to gold, 
included are za-hav' 
 
· And you must overlay it with pure gold.  Inside and outside you 

are to overlay it, and you must make a border of gold round 
about upon it. (Exodus 25:11) 

 
· Cha-ruts' 
 
· And Tyre proceeded to build a rampart for herself, and to pile up 

silver like dust and gold like the mire of the streets. (Zechariah 
9:3) 

 
· Ke'them 
 
· The daughters of kings are among your precious women.  The 

queenly consort has taken her stand at your right hand in gold of 
Ophir. (Psalms 45:9) 

 
· Paz , refined gold 
 
· They are more to be desired than gold, yes, than much refined 

gold, and sweeter than honey and the flowing honey of the 
combs. (Psalms 19:10) 

 
· Seghohr' , pure gold 
 



· Pure gold cannot be given in exchange for it, and silver cannot be 
weighed out as its price. (Job 28:15) 

 
· oh-phir' , gold of Ophir 
 
· And if there is a placing of precious ore in the dust and gold of 

Ophir in the rock of torrent valleys. (Job 22:24) 
 
· The Greek terms khry-sos' and khry-si'on  of the Christian Greek 
Scriptures are used with reference to coins, ornaments, and the metal in 
general, they are also used in a metaphoric sense. 
 
· Do not procure gold or silver or copper for your girdle purses. 

(Matthew 10:9) 
 
· And do not let your adornment be that of the external braiding of 

the hair and of the putting on of gold ornaments or the wearing 
of outer garments. (1 Peter 3:3) 

 
· And when they went into the house they saw the young child 

with Mary its mother, and, falling down, they did obeisance to it.  
They also opened their treasures and presented it with gifts, gold 
and frankincense and myrrh. (Matthew 2:11) 

 
· Now if anyone builds on the foundation gold, silver, precious 

stones, wood materials, hay, stubble. (1 Corinthians 3:12) 
 
· Gold’s rarity gave it a monetary value that made it useful as a 
commercial medium of exchange and as a measure of wealth and 
prominence. 
 
· And Abram was heavily stocked with herds and silver and gold. 

(Genesis 13:2) 
 
· So David gave Ornan for the place gold shekels to the weight of 

six hundred. (1 Chronicles 21:25) 
 
· As for Mordecai, he went forth from before the king in royal 

apparel of blue and linen, with a great crown of gold, and a fine-
fabric cloak, even of wool dyed reddish purple.  And the city of 
Shushan itself cried out shrilly and was joyful. (Esther 8:15) 

 



· Gold coinage was a late invention, however.  The color and luster 
of gold and its resistance to oxidation, or tarnishing, make it especially 
valuable for jewelry and ornamentation of all kinds. 
 
· Consequently it came about that, when the camels had finished 

drinking, then the man took a gold nose ring of a half shekel in 
weight and two bracelets for her hands, ten shekels of gold was 
their weight. (Genesis 24:22) 

 
· With that Pharaoh removed his signet ring from his own hand 

and put it upon Joseph’s hand and clothed him with garments of 
fine linen and placed a necklace of gold about his neck. (Genesis 
41:42) 

 
· And Gideon went on to say to them;  Let me make a request of 

you;  Give me, each one of you, the nose ring of his booty.  For 
they had nose rings of gold, because they were Ishmaelites. 
(Judges 8:24) 

 
· Then they said;  We shall surely give them.  With that they 

spread out a mantle and went throwing each one the nose ring of 
his booty into it. (Judges 8:25) 

 
· And the weight of the nose rings of gold that he had requested 

amounted to one thousand seven hundred gold shekels, besides 
the moon-shaped ornaments and the eardrops and the garments 
of wool dyed reddish purple that were upon the kings of Midian 
and besides the necklaces that were on the necks of the camels. 
(Judges 8:26) 

 
· The daughters of kings are among your precious women.  The 

queenly consort has taken her stand at your right hand in gold of 
Ophir. (Psalms 45:9) 

 
· The kings daughter is all glorious within the house, her clothing 

is with settings of gold. (Psalms 45:13) 
 
· When found in its native purity in gravel deposits and riverbeds, 
gold can easily be separated and recovered, because of its great 
weight.  The book of Job mentions mining and refining operations. 
 
· Indeed, for silver there exists a place to find it and a place for 

gold that they refine. (Job 28:1) 
 



· Iron itself is taken from the very dust and from stone copper is 
being poured out. (Job 28:2) 

 
· Its stones are the place of the sapphire, and it has gold dust. (Job 

28:6) 
 
·· Used In Tabernacle And Temple 
 
· Gold’s malleability permits it to be hammered into countless 
shapes.  In the construction of the tabernacle, gold was beaten into 
plates for overlay work and into thin sheets cut into thread that was 
woven into certain garments of the High Priest. 
 
· And you must make a lampstand of pure gold.  Of hammered 

work the lampstand is to be made.  Its base, its branches, its 
cups, its knobs and its blossoms are to proceed out from it. 
(Exodus 25:31) 

 
· And you must make an altar as a place for burning incense, out of 

acacia wood you will make it. (Exodus 30:1) 
 
· A cubit in length and a cubit in width, it should be foursquare, 

and its height two cubits.  Its horns extend out of it. (Exodus 
30:2) 

 
· And you must overlay it with pure gold, its top surface and its 

sides round about and its horns, and you must make a border of 
gold round about for it. (Exodus 30:3) 

 
· Bezalel now made the Ark of acacia wood.  Two cubits and a half 

was its length, and a cubit and a half its width, and a cubit and a 
half its height. (Exodus 37:1) 

 
· Then he overlaid it with pure gold inside and outside and made a 

border of gold round about for it. (Exodus 37:2) 
 
· Accordingly he made the ephod of gold, blue thread and wool 

dyed reddish purple and coccus scarlet material and fine twisted 
linen. (Exodus 39:2) 

 
· Then they beat plates of gold to thin sheets, and he cut out 

threads to work in among the blue thread and the wool dyed 
reddish purple and the coccus scarlet material and the fine linen, 
as the work of an embroiderer. (Exodus 39:3) 



 
· It was similarly used in the temple built by Solomon. 
 
· And Solomon went on to overlay the house inside with pure gold, 

and to make chainwork of gold pass across in front of the 
innermost room, and to overlay it with gold. (1 Kings 6:21) 

 
· And the whole house he overlaid with gold, until all the house 

was completed, and all the altar that was toward the innermost 
room he overlaid with gold. (1 Kings 6:22) 

 
· Further, he made in the innermost room two cherubs of oil-tree 

wood, ten cubits being the height of each one. (1 Kings 6:23) 
 
· And five cubits was the one wing of the cherub, and five cubits 

was the other wing of the cherub.  Ten cubits it was from the tip 
of his wing to the tip of his wing. (1 Kings 6:24) 

 
· And the second cherub was ten cubits.  The two cherubs had the 

same measure and the same shape. (1 Kings 6:25) 
 
· The height of the one cherub was ten cubits, and that was so of 

the other cherub. (1 Kings 6:26) 
 
· Then he put the cherubs inside the inner house, so that they 

spread out the wings of the cherubs.  Thus the wing of the one 
reached to the wall and the wing of the other cherub was 
reaching to the other wall, and their wings were toward the 
middle of the house, reaching wing to wing. (1 Kings 6:27) 

 
· Moreover, he overlaid the cherubs with gold. (1 Kings 6:28) 
 
· And all the walls of the house round about he carved with 

engraved carvings of cherubs and palm-tree figures and 
engravings of blossoms, inside and outside. (1 Kings 6:29) 

 
· And the floor of the house he overlaid with gold, inside and 

outside. (1 Kings 6:30) 
 
· And the entrance of the innermost room he made with doors of 

oil-tree wood, side pillars, doorposts and a fifth. (1 Kings 6:31) 
 
· And the two doors were of oil-tree wood, and he carved upon 

them carvings of cherubs and palm-tree figures and the 



engravings of blossoms, and he overlaid them with gold, and he 
proceeded to beat the gold down upon the cherubs and the palm-
tree figures. (1 Kings 6:32) 

 
· And that was the way he made for the entrance of the temple, 

the doorposts of oil-tree wood, foursquare. (1 Kings 6:33) 
 
· And the two doors were of juniper wood.  The two leaves of the 

one door turned on pivots, and the two leaves of the other door 
turned on pivots. (1 Kings 6:34) 

 
· And he carved cherubs and palm-tree figures and engravings of 

blossoms, and overlaid gold foil upon the representations. (1 
Kings 6:35) 

 
· Further, the king made a great ivory throne and overlaid it with 

refined gold. (1 Kings 10:18) 
 
· And the great house he covered with juniper wood, after which 

he covered it with good gold, and then he brought up upon it 
palm-tree figures and chains. (2 Chronicles 3:5) 

 
· Further, he overlaid the house with precious stone for beauty, 

and the gold was gold from the gold country. (2 Chronicles 3:6) 
 
· And he went on to cover the house, the rafters, the thresholds 

and its walls and its doors with gold, and he engraved cherubs 
upon the walls. (2 Chronicles 3:7) 

 
· And he proceeded to make the house of the Most Holy, its length 

in relation to the width of the house being twenty cubits, and its 
own width being twenty cubits, and then he covered it with good 
gold to the amount of six hundred talents. (2 Chronicles 3:8) 

 
· And the weight for the nails was fifty gold shekels, and the roof 

chambers he covered with gold. (2 Chronicles 3:9) 
 
· Alloying gold with other metal to increase its hardness extends 
its utility.  This process was also employed in ancient Israel. 
 
· And King Solomon went on to make two hundred large shields of 

alloyed gold, six hundred shekels of gold he proceeded to lay 
upon each large shield. (1 Kings 10:16) 

 



See Also ELECTRUM 
 
· A great quantity of gold was used in the tabernacle or Tent Of 
Meeting, the current value of this gold being estimated at about 
$11,269,000. 
 
· And they must make an Ark of acacia wood, two and a half cubits 

its length and a cubit and a half its width and a cubit and a half 
its height. (Exodus 25:10) 

 
· And you must overlay it with pure gold.  Inside and outside you 

are to overlay it, and you must make a border of gold round 
about upon it. (Exodus 25:11) 

 
· And you must cast four rings of gold for it and put them above its 

four feet, with two rings upon the one side of it and two rings 
upon its other side. (Exodus 25:12) 

 
· And you must make poles of acacia wood and overlay them with 

gold. (Exodus 25:13) 
 
· And you must put the poles through the rings upon the sides of 

the Ark in order to carry the Ark with them. (Exodus 25:14) 
 
· In the rings of the Ark the poles are to stay.  They are not to be 

removed from it. (Exodus 25:15) 
 
· And you must place in the Ark the testimony that I shall give you. 

(Exodus 25:16) 
 
· And you must make a cover of pure gold, two and a half cubits its 

length and a cubit and a half its width. (Exodus 25:17) 
 
· And you must make two cherubs of gold.  Of hammered work you 

are to make them on both ends of the cover. (Exodus 25:18) 
 
· And make one cherub on this end and one cherub on that end.  

On the cover you are to make the cherubs at its two ends. 
(Exodus 25:19) 

 
· And the cherubs must be spreading out their two wings upward, 

screening over the cover with their wings, with their faces one 
toward the other.  Toward the cover the faces of the cherubs 
should be. (Exodus 25:20) 



 
· And you must place the cover above upon the Ark, and in the Ark 

you will place the testimony that I shall give you. (Exodus 25:21) 
 
· And I will present myself to you there and speak with you from 

above the cover, from between the two cherubs that are upon 
the ark of the testimony, even all that I shall command you for 
the sons of Israel. (Exodus 25:22) 

 
· And you must make a table of acacia wood, two cubits its length 

and a cubit its width and a cubit and a half its height. (Exodus 
25:23) 

 
· And you must overlay it with pure gold, and you must make for it 

a border of gold round about. (Exodus 25:24) 
 
· And you must make for it a rim of a handbreadth round about, 

and you must make the border of gold for its rim round about. 
(Exodus 25:25) 

 
· And you must make for it four rings of gold and place the rings 

on the four corners that are for the four feet. (Exodus 25:26) 
 
· The rings should be close by the rim as supports for the poles to 

carry the table. (Exodus 25:27) 
 
· And you must make the poles of acacia wood and overlay them 

with gold, and they must carry the table with them. (Exodus 
25:28) 

 
· And you must make its dishes and its cups and its pitchers and its 

bowls with which they will pour libations.  You are to make them 
out of pure gold. (Exodus 25:29) 

 
· And you must put the showbread upon the table before me 

constantly. (Exodus 25:30) 
 
· And you must make a lampstand of pure gold.  Of hammered 

work the lampstand is to be made.  Its base, its branches, its 
cups, its knobs and its blossoms are to proceed out from it. 
(Exodus 25:31) 

 
· And six branches are running out from its sides, three branches 

of the lampstand from its one side and three branches of the 



lampstand from its other side. (Exodus 25:32) 
 
· Three cups shaped like flowers of almond are on the one set of 

branches, with knobs and blossoms alternating, and three cups 
shaped like flowers of almond on the other set of branches, with 
knobs and blossoms alternating.  This is the way it is with the six 
branches running out from the lampstand. (Exodus 25:33) 

 
· And on the lampstand are four cups shaped like flowers of 

almond, with its knobs and its blossoms alternating. (Exodus 
25:34) 

 
· And the knob under two branches is out of it and the knob under 

the two other branches is out of it and the knob under two more 
branches is out of it, for the six branches running out from the 
lampstand. (Exodus 25:35) 

 
· Their knobs and their branches are to proceed out from it.  All of 

it is one piece of hammered work, of pure gold. (Exodus 25:36) 
 
· And you must make seven lamps for it, and the lamps must be lit 

up, and they must shine upon the area in front of it. (Exodus 
25:37) 

 
· And its snuffers and its fire holders are of pure gold. (Exodus 

25:38) 
 
· Of a talent of pure gold he should make it with all these utensils 

of it. (Exodus 25:39) 
 
· And see that you make them after their pattern that was shown 

to you in the mountain. (Exodus 25:40) 
 
· All the gold that was used for the work in all the work of the holy 

place came to the amount of the gold of the wave offering, 
twenty-nine talents and seven hundred and thirty shekels by the 
shekel of the holy place. (Exodus 38:24) 

 
· However, in comparison with the amount of gold used, the 
wilderness tabernacle was only a miniature of Solomon’s glorious 
temple.  David had set aside no less than 100,000 talents of gold for 
that temple, valued today in excess of $38,535,000,000. 
 
· And here during my affliction I have prepared for Yehowah’s 



house a hundred thousand talents of gold and a million talents of 
silver, and the copper and the iron there is no means of weighing 
because they have come to be in such quantity, and timbers and 
stones I have prepared, but to them you will make additions. (1 
Chronicles 22:14) 

 
· The lampstands and the temples utensils forks, bowls, pitchers, 
basins, cups, and so forth were made of gold and silver, some utensils 
were of copper, the cherubs in the Most Holy, the altar of incense, and 
even the entire inside of the house were overlaid with gold. 
 
· And the innermost room was twenty cubits in length, and twenty 

cubits in width, and twenty cubits in its height, and he proceeded 
to overlay it with pure gold, and to overlay the altar with 
cedarwood. (1 Kings 6:20) 

 
· And Solomon went on to overlay the house inside with pure gold, 

and to make chainwork of gold pass across in front of the 
innermost room, and to overlay it with gold. (1 Kings 6:21) 

 
· And the whole house he overlaid with gold, until all the house 

was completed, and all the altar that was toward the innermost 
room he overlaid with gold. (1 Kings 6:22) 

 
· And Solomon gradually made all the utensils that pertained to 

the house of Yehowah, the altar of gold and the table on which 
was the showbread, of gold. (1 Kings 7:48) 

 
· And the lampstands, five to the right and five to the left before 

the innermost room, of pure gold, and the blossoms and the 
lamps and the snuffers, of gold. (1 Kings 7:49) 

 
· And the basins and the extinguishers and the bowls and the cups 

and the fire holders, of pure gold, and the sockets for the doors 
of the inner house, that is, the Most Holy, and for the doors of the 
house of the temple, of gold. (1 Kings 7:50) 

 
· For the gold by weight, the gold for all the utensils for the 

different services, for all the utensils of silver by weight, for all 
the utensils for the different services. (1 Chronicles 28:14) 

 
· And the weight for the lampstands of gold and their lamps of 

gold, by weight of the different lampstands and their lamps, and 
for the lampstands of silver by weight for the lampstand and its 



lamps according to the service of the different lampstands. (1 
Chronicles 28:15) 

 
· And the gold by weight for the tables of the layer bread, for the 

different tables, and silver for the tables of silver. (1 Chronicles 
28:16) 

 
· And the forks and the bowls and the pitchers of pure gold, and 

for the small gold bowls by weight for the different small bowls, 
and for the small silver bowls by weight for the different small 
bowls. (1 Chronicles 28:17) 

 
· And for the incense altar refined gold by weight and for the 

representation of the chariot, namely, the cherubs of gold for 
spreading their wings out and screening over the ark of the 
covenant of Yehowah. (1 Chronicles 28:18) 

 
· Finally Solomon started to build the house of Yehowah in 

Jerusalem on Mount Moriah, where Yehowah had appeared to 
David his father, in the place that David had prepared on the 
threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite. (2 Chronicles 3:1) 

 
· Accordingly he started to build in the second month on the 

second day, in the fourth year of his reign. (2 Chronicles 3:2) 
 
· And these things Solomon laid as a foundation for building the 

house of the true God, the length in cubits by the former 
measurement being sixty cubits, and the width twenty cubits. (2 
Chronicles 3:3) 

 
· And the porch that was in front of the length was twenty cubits 

in front of the width of the house, and its height was a hundred 
and twenty, and he proceeded to overlay it inside with pure gold. 
(2 Chronicles 3:4) 

 
· And the great house he covered with juniper wood, after which 

he covered it with good gold, and then he brought up upon it 
palm-tree figures and chains. (2 Chronicles 3:5) 

 
· Further, he overlaid the house with precious stone for beauty, 

and the gold was gold from the gold country. (2 Chronicles 3:6) 
 
· And he went on to cover the house, the rafters, the thresholds 

and its walls and its doors with gold, and he engraved cherubs 



upon the walls. (2 Chronicles 3:7) 
 
· And he proceeded to make the house of the Most Holy, its length 

in relation to the width of the house being twenty cubits, and its 
own width being twenty cubits, and then he covered it with good 
gold to the amount of six hundred talents. (2 Chronicles 3:8) 

 
· And the weight for the nails was fifty gold shekels, and the roof 

chambers he covered with gold. (2 Chronicles 3:9) 
 
· Then he made in the house of the Most Holy two cherubs in the 

workmanship of images, and overlaid them with gold. (2 
Chronicles 3:10) 

 
· As for the wings of the cherubs, their length was twenty cubits, 

the one wing of five cubits reaching to the wall of the house, and 
the other wing of five cubits reaching to the wing of the other 
cherub. (2 Chronicles 3:11) 

 
· And the wing of the one cherub of five cubits was reaching to the 

wall of the house, and the other wing of five cubits was in 
contact with the wing of the other cherub. (2 Chronicles 3:12) 

 
· The wings of these cherubs were spread out twenty cubits, and 

they were standing upon their feet with their faces inward. (2 
Chronicles 3:13) 

 
·· Solomon’s Revenue 
 
· Large amounts of gold poured into Solomon’s treasury from the 
king of Tyre (120 talents) and the queen of Sheba (120 talents), from 
annual tributes and taxes, and by means of his own merchant fleet.  
The account says:  
 
· The weight of the gold that came to Solomon in one year 
amounted up to six hundred and sixty-six talents of gold, 
approximately $256,643,000.  That was apart from revenues from 
traders, governor’s, and so forth. 
 
· In the meantime Hiram sent to the king a hundred and twenty 

talents of gold. (1 Kings 9:14) 
 
· And Hiram kept sending in the fleet of ships his own servants, 

seamen, having a knowledge of the sea, along with the servants 



of Solomon. (1 Kings 9:27) 
 
· And they proceeded to go to Ophir and take from there four 

hundred and twenty talents of gold and bring it in to King 
Solomon. (1 Kings 9:28) 

 
· Then she gave the king a hundred and twenty talents of gold and 

a very great deal of balsam oil and precious stones.  There never 
came anymore the like of that balsam oil for quantity such as the 
queen of Sheba gave to King Solomon. (1 Kings 10:10) 

 
· And the weight of the gold that came to Solomon in one year 

amounted up to six hundred and sixty-six talents of gold. (1 
Kings 10:14) 

 
· Apart from the men of travel and the profit from the traders and 

all the kings of the Arabs and the governor’s of the land. (1 Kings 
10:15) 

 
· Ophir was one place from which Solomon acquired fine gold.  A 
pottery fragment said to be of the Eighth Century B.C.E. has been 
discovered that has inscribed on it.  Gold of Ophir to Beth Horon, 30 
shekels. 
 
· And they proceeded to go to Ophir and take from there four 

hundred and twenty talents of gold and bring it in to King 
Solomon. (1 Kings 9:28) 

 
· And Hiram’s fleet of ships that carried gold from Ophir also 

brought from Ophir timbers of algum trees in very great amount 
and precious stones. (1 Kings 10:11) 

 
· It cannot be paid for with gold of Ophir, with the rare onyx stone 

and the sapphire. (Job 28:16) 
 
See Also OPHIR. 
 
·· Disposition Of Gold In Captured Cities 
 
· God commanded Israel that the graven images of the idol gods of 
the nations be burned in the fire. 
 
· The graven images of their gods you should burn in the fire.  You 

must not desire the silver and the gold upon them, nor indeed 



take it for yourself, for fear you may be ensnared by it, for it is a 
thing detestable to Yehowah your God. (Deuteronomy 7:25) 

 
· And you must not bring a detestable thing into your house and 

actually become a thing devoted to destruction like it.  You 
should thoroughly loathe it and absolutely detest it, because it is 
something devoted to destruction. (Deuteronomy 7:26) 

 
· Idols and their appurtenances were therefore burned, and the 
gold and silver on them were sometimes ground to powder. 
 
· Then he took the calf that they had made and he burnt it with 

fire and crushed it till it was fine, after which he scattered it upon 
the surface of the waters and made the sons of Israel drink it. 
(Exodus 32:20) 

 
· And the king went on to command Hilkiah the High Priest and the 

priests of the second rank and the doorkeepers to bring out from 
the temple of Yehowah all the utensils made for Baal and for the 
sacred pole and for all the army of the heavens.  Then he burned 
them outside Jerusalem on the terraces of Kidron, and he 
brought the dust of them to Bethel. (2 Kings 23:4) 

 
· Other gold and silver objects in captured cities could be taken 
after being processed with fire for cleansing. 
 
· Only the gold and the silver, the copper, the iron, the tin and the 

lead. (Numbers 31:22) 
 
· Everything that is processed with fire, you should pass through 

the fire, and it must be clean.  Only it should be purified by the 
water for cleansing.  And everything that is not processed with 
fire you should pass through the water. (Numbers 31:23) 

 
· Jericho was an exception to this, for it was the firstfruits of the 
conquest of Canaan.  Its gold and silver, except that on idols, had to be 
turned over to the priests, devoted to sanctuary use. 
 
· And the city must become a thing devoted to destruction, it with 

everything that is in it belongs to Yehowah.  Only Rahab the 
prostitute may keep on living, she and all who are with her in the 
house, because she hid the messengers whom we sent out. 
(Joshua 6:17) 

 



· As for you people, only keep away from the thing devoted to 
destruction, for fear you may get a desire and you do take some 
of the thing devoted to destruction and do constitute the camp of 
Israel a thing devoted to destruction and bring ostracism upon it. 
(Joshua 6:18) 

 
· But all the silver and the gold and the articles of copper and iron 

are something holy to Yehowah.  Into the treasure of Yehowah it 
should go. (Joshua 6:19) 

 
· And they burned the city with fire and everything that was in it.  

Only the silver and the gold and the articles of copper and iron 
they gave to the treasure of Yehowah’s house. (Joshua 6:24) 

 
·· Wisdom And Faith Are Better Than Gold 
 
· Though gold has great value, it, like other material riches, is not 
able to give life to its possessors. 
 
· Those who are trusting in their means of maintenance, and who 

keep boasting about the abundance of their riches. (Psalms 49:6) 
 
· Not one of them can by any means redeem even a brother, nor 

give to God a ransom for him. (Psalms 49:7) 
 
· And the redemption price of their soul is so precious that it has 

ceased to time indefinite. (Psalms 49:8) 
 
· For what benefit will it be to a man if he gains the whole world 

but forfeits his soul?  Or what will a man give in exchange for his 
soul? (Matthew 16:26) 

 
· And no amount of gold can buy the true wisdom that comes from 
Yehowah. 
 
· But wisdom, where can it be found, and where, now, is the place 

of understanding? (Job 28:12) 
 
· Pure gold cannot be given in exchange for it, and silver cannot be 

weighed out as its price. (Job 28:15) 
 
· It cannot be paid for with gold of Ophir, with the rare onyx stone 

and the sapphire. (Job 28:16) 
 



· Gold and glass cannot be compared to it, nor is any vessel of 
refined gold an exchange for it. (Job 28:17) 

 
· And he went on to say to man, Look!  The fear of Yehowah, that 

is wisdom, and to turn away from bad is understanding. (Job 
28:28) 

 
· His laws, commandments, and discipline are far more desirable 
than much refined gold. 
 
· The Law of Yehowah is perfect, bringing back the soul.  The 

reminder of Yehowah is trustworthy, making the inexperienced 
one wise. (Psalms 19:7) 

 
· The orders from Yehowah are upright, causing the heart to 

rejoice, the commandment of Yehowah is clean, making the eyes 
shine. (Psalms 19:8) 

 
· The fear of Yehowah is pure, standing forever.  The judicial 

decisions of Yehowah are true, they have proved altogether 
righteous. (Psalms 19:9) 

 
· They are more to be desired than gold, yes, than much refined 

gold, and sweeter than honey and the flowing honey of the 
combs. (Psalms 19:10) 

 
· The Law of your mouth is good for me, more so than thousands 

of pieces of gold and silver. (Psalms 119:72) 
 
· That is why I have loved your commandments more than gold, 

even refined gold. (Psalms 119:127) 
 
· Take my discipline and not silver, and knowledge rather than 

choice gold. (Proverbs 8:10) 
 
· Gold is powerless to deliver in the day of Yehowah’s anger. 
 
· Neither their silver nor their gold will be able to deliver them in 

the day of Yehowah’s fury, but by the fire of his zeal the whole 
earth will be devoured, because he will make an extermination, 
indeed a terrible one, of all the inhabitants of the earth. 
(Zephaniah 1:18) 

 



· Men of a materialistic society ridicule faith in God and call it 
impractical.  Nonetheless, the apostle Peter points to faith’s unexcelled 
durability and permanent value.   
 
· He states that the tested quality of one’s faith is of much greater 
value than gold, which can withstand fire yet can wear away and be 
destroyed by other means.  Christians have to endure various trials 
that are sometimes grievous, but this serves to bring out the quality of 
their faith. 
 
· In this fact you are greatly rejoicing, though for a little while at 

present, if it must be, you have been grieved by various trials. (1 
Peter 1:6) 

 
· In order, that the tested quality of your faith, of much greater 

value than gold that perishes despite its being proved by fire, 
may be found a cause for praise and glory and honor at the 
revelation of Jesus Christ. (1 Peter 1:7) 

 
· True faith can stand up under any tests. 
 
·· Symbolic Use 
 
· Gold was spoken of by Job as a symbol of materialism, one of the 
things he knew he must avoid to please Yehowah. 
 
· If I have put gold as my confidence, or to gold I have said;  You 

are my trust! (Job 31:24) 
 
· If I used to rejoice because my property was much, and because 

my hand had found a lot of things. (Job 31:25) 
 
· On the other hand, the beauty, preciousness, and purity of fine 
gold make it a fitting symbol in describing the holy city, New 
Jerusalem, and its broad way. 
 
· Now the structure of its wall was jasper, and the city was pure 

gold like clear glass. (Revelation 21:18) 
 
· Also, the twelve gates were twelve pearls, each one of the gates 

was made of one pearl.  And the broad way of the city was pure 
gold, as transparent glass. (Revelation 21:21) 

 



· Nebuchadnezzar’s dream image had a head of gold, the rest of 
the image being made of less precious materials.  Daniel interpreted 
the parts of the image as representing world powers, the head of gold 
being Nebuchadnezzar, that is, the imperial dynasty of Babylon’s kings 
headed by Nebuchadnezzar. 
 
· You, O king, happened to be beholding, and, look!  A certain 

immense image.  That image, which was large and the brightness 
of which was extraordinary, was standing in front of you, and its 
appearance was dreadful. (Daniel 2:31) 

 
· As regards that image, its head was of good gold, its breasts and 

its arms were of silver, its belly and its thighs were of copper. 
(Daniel 2:32) 

 
· Its legs were of iron, its feet were partly of iron and partly of 

molded clay. (Daniel 2:33) 
 
· You, O king, the king of kings, you to whom the God of heaven 

has given the kingdom, the might, and the strength and the 
dignity. (Daniel 2:37) 

 
· And into whose hand he has given, wherever the sons of 

mankind are dwelling, the beasts of the field and the winged 
creatures of the heavens, and whom he has made ruler over all of 
them, you yourself are the head of gold. (Daniel 2:38) 

 
· And after you there will rise another kingdom inferior to you, and 

another kingdom, a third one, of copper, that will rule over the 
whole earth. (Daniel 2:39) 

 
· And as for the fourth kingdom, it will prove to be strong like iron.  

Forasmuch as iron is crushing and grinding everything else, so, 
like iron that shatters, it will crush and shatter even all these. 
(Daniel 2:40) 

 
· Babylon is similarly symbolized as a golden cup in the hand of 
Yehowah, useful to him as an executioner of his judgments on the 
nations. 
 
· Babylon has been a golden cup in the hand of Yehowah, she 

making all the earth drunk.  From her wine the nations have 
drunk.  That is why the nations keep acting crazed. (Jeremiah 
51:7) 



 
· In the tabernacle built by Moses, gold was used in the enclosed 
compartments the Holy Place, where the priests entered and 
performed duties, and the Most Holy, entered only by the High Priest. 
 
·  Since the Most Holy with its golden ark of the covenant 
represented heaven, God’s dwelling place, and since priests, but not 
ordinary Israelites, could enter the Holy Place, these things would 
logically represent things having to do with the heavens of God and 
with his royal priesthood, that is, those with the heavenly calling, and 
their activity and duties toward God. 
 
· But you are, a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 

people for special possession, that you should declare abroad the 
excellencies, of the one that called you out of darkness into his 
wonderful light. (1 Peter 2:9) 

 
· For its part, then, the former covenant used to have ordinances 

of sacred service and its mundane holy place. (Hebrews 9:1) 
 
· For there was constructed a first tent compartment in which 

were the lampstand and also the table and the display of the 
loaves, and it is called the Holy Place. (Hebrews 9:2) 

 
· But behind the second curtain was the tent compartment called 

the Most Holy. (Hebrews 9:3) 
 
· This had a golden censer and the ark of the covenant overlaid all 

around with gold, in which were the golden jar having the manna 
and the rod of Aaron that budded and the tablets of the 
covenant. (Hebrews 9:4) 

 
· But up above it were the glorious cherubs overshadowing the 

propitiatory cover.  But now is not the time to speak in detail 
concerning these things. (Hebrews 9:5) 

 
· This very tent is an illustration for the appointed time that is now 

here, and in keeping with it both gifts and sacrifices are offered.  
However, these are not able to make the man doing sacred 
service perfect as respects his conscience. (Hebrews 9:9) 

 
· However, when Christ came as a High Priest of the good things 

that have come to pass, through the greater and more perfect 
tent not made with hands, that is, not of this creation. (Hebrews 



9:11) 
 
· He entered, no, not with the blood of goats and of young bulls, 

but with his own blood, once for all time into the holy place and 
obtained an everlasting deliverance for us. (Hebrews 9:12) 

 
· Therefore it was necessary that the typical representations of the 

things in the heavens should be cleansed by these means, but the 
heavenly things themselves with sacrifices that are better than 
such sacrifices. (Hebrews 9:23) 

 
· For Christ entered, not into a holy place made with hands, which 

is a copy of the reality, but into heaven itself, now to appear 
before the person of God for us. (Hebrews 9:24) 

 
· Neither is it in order, that he should offer himself often, as indeed 

the High Priest enters into the holy place from year to year with 
blood not his own. (Hebrews 9:25) 

 
· Consequently, holy brothers, partakers of the heavenly calling, 

consider the apostle and High Priest whom we confess, Jesus. 
(Hebrews 3:1) 

 
· This priesthood is thus symbolically distinguished from people on 
earth to whom the priesthood ministers. 
 
· In encouraging the young man to serve his Creator while he still 
has strength and vigor, the wise writer of Ecclesiastes says that this 
should be done before the golden bowl gets crushed.  He apparently 
has reference to the bowl-like cranium with its brain content, the 
crushing of which would deprive its possessor of life. 
 
· Before the silver cord is removed, and the golden bowl gets 

crushed, and the jar at the spring is broken, and the waterwheel 
for the cistern has been crushed. (Ecclesiastes 12:6) 

 
· Then the dust returns to the earth just as it happened to be and 

the spirit itself returns to the true God who gave it. (Ecclesiastes 
12:7) 

 
 


