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~HAGGAI (305) 
(Hag'gai) [[Born on a Festival]  
 
· A Hebrew prophet in Judah and Jerusalem during Zerubbabel’s 
governorship in the reign of Persian King Darius Hystaspis. 
 
· In the second year of Darius the king, in the sixth month, on the 

first day of the month, the word of Yehowah occurred by means 
of Haggai the prophet to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, the 
governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of Jehozadak the High 
Priest, saying; (Haggai 1:1) 

 
· In the seventh month, on the twenty-first day of the month, the 

word of Yehowah occurred by means of Haggai the prophet, 
saying; (Haggai 2:1) 

 
· In the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month, in the second year 

of Darius, the word of Yehowah occurred to Haggai the prophet, 
saying; (Haggai 2:10) 

 
· And the word of Yehowah proceeded to occur a second time to 

Haggai on the twenty-fourth day of the month, saying; (Haggai 
2:20) 

 
· And Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the grandson of Iddo the 

prophet prophesied to the Jews who were in Judah and in 
Jerusalem, in the name of the God of Israel who was over them. 
(Ezra 5:1) 

 
· It was then that Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel and Jeshua the 

son of Jehozadak got up and started to rebuild the house of God, 
which was in Jerusalem, and with them there were God’s 
prophets giving them aid. (Ezra 5:2) 

 
· Jewish tradition holds that Haggai was a member of the Great 
Synagogue. 
 
· In the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month, in the second year 

of Darius, the word of Yehowah occurred to Haggai the prophet, 
saying; (Haggai 2:10) 

 
· This is what Yehowah of armies has said;  Ask, please, the priests 



as to the law, saying; (Haggai 2:11) 
 
· If a man carries holy flesh in the skirt of his garment, and he 

actually touches with his skirt bread or stew or wine or oil or any 
sort of food, will it become holy?  And the priests proceeded to 
answer and say;  No! (Haggai 2:12) 

 
· And Haggai went on to say;  If someone unclean by a deceased 

soul touches any of these things, will it become unclean?  In turn 
the priests answered and said;  It will become unclean. (Haggai 
2:13) 

 
· Accordingly Haggai answered and said;  That is how this people 

is, and that is how this nation is before me, is the utterance of 
Yehowah, and that is how all the work of their hands is, and 
whatever they present there.  It is unclean. (Haggai 2:14) 

 
· But now, please, set your heart on this from this day and 

forward, before there was the placing of a stone upon a stone in 
the temple of Yehowah. (Haggai 2:15) 

 
· From when those things happened to be, one came to a heap of 

twenty measures, and it proved to be ten, one came to the press 
vat to draw off fifty measures of the wine trough, and it proved 
to be twenty. (Haggai 2:16) 

 
· I struck you people with scorching and with mildew and with 

hail, even all the work of your hands, and there was no one with 
you turning to me, is the utterance of Yehowah. (Haggai 2:17) 

 
· Set your heart, please, on this from this day and forward, from 

the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month, from the day that the 
foundation of the temple of Yehowah was laid, set your heart on 
this: (Haggai 2:18) 

 
· Is there as yet the seed in the grain pit?  And as yet, the vine and 

the fig tree and the pomegranate tree and the olive tree, it has 
not borne, has it?  From this day I shall bestow blessing. (Haggai 
2:19) 

 
· It has been suggested that he may have been a priest.  His name 
appears along with that of the prophet Zechariah in the superscriptions 
of (Psalms Chapters 111,112) in the Latin Vulgate, (Psalms Chapters 
125,126) in the Syriac Peshitta, (Psalms Chapter 145) in the Greek 



Septuagint, the Peshitta, and the Vulgate, and (Psalms Chapters 
146,147,148) in the Septuagint and the Peshitta.  
 
· It is probable that Haggai was born in Babylon and that he 
returned to Jerusalem with Zerubbabel and the Jewish remnant in 537 
B.C.E.  But little is actually known about Haggai, for the Scriptures do 
not reveal the prophets parentage, tribe, and so forth. 
 
· Haggai became the first postexilic prophet and was joined about 
two months later by Zechariah. 
 
· In the second year of Darius the king, in the sixth month, on the 

first day of the month, the word of Yehowah occurred by means 
of Haggai the prophet to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, the 
governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of Jehozadak the High 
Priest, saying; (Haggai 1:1) 

 
· In the eighth month in the second year of Darius the word of 

Yehowah occurred to Zechariah the son of Berechiah the son of 
Iddo the prophet, saying; (Zechariah 1:1) 

 
· A halt to temple construction had been precipitated by enemy 
opposition but extended for some years by Jewish apathy and selfish 
pursuit of personal interests.  Haggai kindled the zeal of the 
repatriated Jewish exiles for the resumption of temple construction. 
 
· When the builders laid the foundation of the temple of Yehowah, 

then the priests in official clothing, with the trumpets, and the 
Levites the sons of Asaph, with the cymbals, stood up to praise 
Yehowah according to the direction of David the king of Israel. 
(Ezra 3:10) 

 
· And they began to respond by praising and giving thanks to 

Yehowah, for he is good, for his loving-kindness toward Israel is 
to time indefinite.  As for all the people, they shouted with a loud 
shout in praising Yehowah over the laying of the foundation of 
the house of Yehowah. (Ezra 3:11) 

 
· And many of the priests and the Levites and the heads of the 

paternal houses, the old men that had seen the former house, 
were weeping with a loud voice at the laying of the foundation of 
this house before their eyes, while many others were raising the 
voice in shouting for joy. (Ezra 3:12) 

 



· Hence the people were not distinguishing the sound of the shout 
of rejoicing from the sound of the weeping of the people, for the 
people were shouting with a loud shout, and the sound itself was 
heard even to a great distance. (Ezra 3:13) 

 
· When the adversaries of Judah and Benjamin heard that the sons 

of the Exile were building a temple to Yehowah the God of Israel. 
(Ezra 4:1) 

 
· They immediately approached Zerubbabel and the heads of the 

paternal houses and said to them;  Let us build along with you, 
for, just like you, we search for your God and to him we are 
sacrificing since the days of Esar-haddon the king of Assyria, who 
brought us up here. (Ezra 4:2) 

 
· However, Zerubbabel and Jeshua and the rest of the heads of the 

paternal houses of Israel said to them;  You have nothing to do 
with us in building a house to our God, for we ourselves shall 
together build to Yehowah the God of Israel, just as King Cyrus 
the king of Persia has commanded us. (Ezra 4:3) 

 
· At that the people of the land were continually weakening the 

hands of the people of Judah and disheartening them from 
building. (Ezra 4:4) 

 
· And hiring counselors against them to frustrate their counsel all 

the days of Cyrus the king of Persia down till the reign of Darius 
the king of Persia. (Ezra 4:5) 

 
· And in the reign of Ahasuerus, at the start of his reign, they 

wrote an accusation against the inhabitants of Judah and 
Jerusalem. (Ezra 4:6) 

 
· Also, in the days of Artaxerxes, Bishlam, Mithredath, Tabeel and 

the rest of his colleagues wrote to Artaxerxes the king of Persia, 
and the writing of the letter was written in Aramaic characters 
and translated into the Aramaic language. (Ezra 4:7) 

 
· Rehum the chief government official and Shimshai the scribe 

wrote a letter against Jerusalem to Artaxerxes the king, as 
follows: (Ezra 4:8) 

 
· Then Rehum the chief government official and Shimshai the 

scribe and the rest of their colleagues, the judges and the lesser 



governor’s across the River, the secretaries, the people of Erech, 
the Babylonians, the inhabitants of Susa, that is, the Elamites. 
(Ezra 4:9) 

 
· And the rest of the nations whom the great and honorable 

Asenappar took into exile and settled in the cities of Samaria, 
and the rest beyond the River. (Ezra 4:10) 

 
· This is a copy of the letter that they sent concerning it.  To 

Artaxerxes the king your servants, the men beyond the River. 
And now (Ezra 4:11) 

 
· Let it become known to the king that the Jews who came up here 

from you to us have come to Jerusalem.  They are building the 
rebellious and bad city, and they proceed to finish the walls and 
to repair the foundations. (Ezra 4:12) 

 
· Now let it become known to the king that, if this city should be 

rebuilt and its walls be finished, neither tax nor tribute nor toll 
will they give, and it will cause loss to the treasuries of the kings. 
(Ezra 4:13) 

 
· Now inasmuch as we do eat the salt of the palace, and it is not 

proper for us to see the denuding of the king, on this account we 
have sent and made it known to the king. (Ezra 4:14) 

 
· That there may be an investigation of the book of records of your 

ancestors.  Then you will find in the book of records and learn 
that that city is a city rebellious and causing loss to kings and 
jurisdictional districts, and within it there were movers of revolt 
from the days of old.  For this reason that city has been laid 
waste. (Ezra 4:15) 

 
· We are making known to the king that, if that city should be 

rebuilt and its walls be finished, you also will certainly have no 
share beyond the River. (Ezra 4:16) 

 
· The king sent word to Rehum the chief government official and 

Shimshai the scribe and the rest of their colleagues who were 
dwelling in Samaria and the rest beyond the River.  Greetings!  
And now (Ezra 4:17) 

 
· The official document that you have sent us has been distinctly 

read before me. (Ezra 4:18) 



 
· So an order has been put through by me, and they have 

investigated and found that that city has from the days of old 
been one rising up against kings and one in which rebellion and 
revolt have been carried on. (Ezra 4:19) 

 
· And there proved to be strong kings over Jerusalem and 

governing all beyond the River, and tax, tribute and toll were 
being given to them. (Ezra 4:20) 

 
· Now put an order through for these able-bodied men to stop, 

that that city may not be rebuilt until the order is put through by 
me. (Ezra 4:21) 

 
· So be careful that there be no negligence about acting in this 

regard, that the harm may not increase to the injury of kings. 
(Ezra 4:22) 

 
· Now after the copy of the official document of Artaxerxes the 

king had been read before Rehum and Shimshai the scribe and 
their colleagues, they went in a hurry to Jerusalem to the Jews 
and stopped them by force of arms. (Ezra 4:23) 

 
· It was then that the work on the house of God, which was in 

Jerusalem, stopped, and it continued stopped until the second 
year of the reign of Darius the king of Persia. (Ezra 4:24) 

 
· Is it the time for you yourselves to dwell in your paneled houses, 

while this house is waste? (Haggai 1:4) 
 
· Four God-given messages delivered by Haggai during about a 
four-month period in the second year of Darius Hystaspis, 520 B.C.E. 
and recorded by the prophet in the Bible book of Haggai were 
especially effective in initially moving the Jews to resume temple-
building work. 
 
· In the second year of Darius the king, in the sixth month, on the 

first day of the month, the word of Yehowah occurred by means 
of Haggai the prophet to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, the 
governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of Jehozadak the High 
Priest, saying; (Haggai 1:1) 

 
· In the seventh month, on the twenty-first day of the month, the 

word of Yehowah occurred by means of Haggai the prophet, 



saying; (Haggai 2:1) 
 
· In the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month, in the second year 

of Darius, the word of Yehowah occurred to Haggai the prophet, 
saying; (Haggai 2:10) 

 
· And the word of Yehowah proceeded to occur a second time to 

Haggai on the twenty-fourth day of the month, saying; (Haggai 
2:20) 

 
· Haggai and Zechariah continued to urge them on in the work 
until the temple was completed toward the end of Darius sixth year, in 
515 B.C.E. 
 
· And Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the grandson of Iddo the 

prophet prophesied to the Jews who were in Judah and in 
Jerusalem, in the name of the God of Israel who was over them. 
(Ezra 5:1) 

 
· It was then that Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel and Jeshua the 

son of Jehozadak got up and started to rebuild the house of God, 
which was in Jerusalem, and with them there were God’s 
prophets giving them aid. (Ezra 5:2) 

 
· And the older men of the Jews were building and making 

progress under the prophesying of Haggai the prophet and 
Zechariah the grandson of Iddo, and they built and finished it 
due to the order of the God of Israel and due to the order of 
Cyrus and Darius and Artaxerxes the king of Persia. (Ezra 6:14) 

 
· And they completed this house by the third day of the lunar 

month Adar, that is, in the sixth year of the reign of Darius the 
king. (Ezra 6:15) 

 
See Also HAGGAI, BOOK OF 
 
 


