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~JUBILEE (573) 
·· Symbolic Meaning 
 
· The year following each cycle of seven 7-year periods, counting 
from Israel’s entry into the Promised Land.  The Hebrew word yoh-vel' 
or, yo-vel'  means, rams horn, and this refers to the sounding of a rams 
horn during that 50th year to proclaim liberty throughout the land. 
 
· And you must cause the horn of loud tone to sound in the 

seventh month on the tenth of the month, on the day of 
atonement you people should cause the horn to sound in all your 
land. (Leviticus 25:9) 

 
· And you must sanctify the fiftieth year and proclaim liberty in the 

land to all its inhabitants.  It will become a Jubilee for you, and 
you must return each one to his possession and you should 
return each one to his family. (Leviticus 25:10) Footnote 

 
See Also HORN 
 
· Starting with the time of entering the Promised Land, the nation 
of Israel was to count six years during which time the land was sown, 
cultivated, and harvested, but the seventh year was to be a Sabbath 
year, during which the land must lie fallow.   
 
· In the seventh year no sowing or pruning could be done.  Even 
the growth from kernels of grain spilled during the harvest of the 
previous year could not be reaped, and grapes were not to be gathered 
from the unpruned vines.   
 
· Grain and fruit that grew of itself would be available to the 
owner, his slaves, hired laborers, alien residents, and the poor.  
Domestic animals and wild beasts also were allowed to eat of it. 
 
· Speak to the sons of Israel, and you must say to them;  When 

you eventually come into the land that I am giving you, then the 
land must observe a Sabbath to Yehowah. (Leviticus 25:2) 

 
· Six years you should sow your field with seed, and six years you 

should prune your vineyard, and you must gather the lands 
produce. (Leviticus 25:3) 

 



· But in the seventh year there should occur a Sabbath of complete 
rest for the land, a Sabbath to Yehowah.  Your field you must not 
sow with seed, and your vineyard you must not prune. (Leviticus 
25:4) 

 
· The growth from spilled kernels of your harvest you must not 

reap, and the grapes of your unpruned vine you must not gather.  
There should occur a year of complete rest for the land. 
(Leviticus 25:5) 

 
· And the Sabbath of the land must serve you people for food, for 

you and your slave man and your slave girl and your hired laborer 
and the settler with you, those who are residing as aliens with 
you. (Leviticus 25:6) 

 
· And for your domestic animal and for the wild beast that is in 

your land.  All its produce should serve for eating. (Leviticus 
25:7) 

 
· And for six years you are to sow your land with seed and you 

must gather its produce. (Exodus 23:10) 
 
· But the seventh year you are to leave it uncultivated and you 

must let it lie fallow, and the poor ones of your people must eat 
of it, and what is left over by them the wild beasts of the field are 
to eat.  That is the way you are to do with your vineyard and your 
olive grove. (Exodus 23:11) 

 
· Seven of these seven-year periods (7 × 7 = 49) were to be 
counted, and the following year, the 50th, was to be a Jubilee year. 
 
· The Jubilee shared features of the sabbatical year.  The land 
again had complete rest.  The same regulations applied to the produce 
of the land. 
 
· And you must count for yourself seven Sabbaths of years, seven 

times seven years, and the days of the seven Sabbaths of years 
must amount to forty-nine years for you. (Leviticus 25:8) 

 
· And you must cause the horn of loud tone to sound in the 

seventh month on the tenth of the month, on the day of 
atonement you people should cause the horn to sound in all your 
land. (Leviticus 25:9) 

 



· And you must sanctify the fiftieth year and proclaim liberty in the 
land to all its inhabitants.  It will become a Jubilee for you, and 
you must return each one to his possession and you should 
return each one to his family. (Leviticus 25:10) 

 
· A Jubilee is what that fiftieth year will become for you.  You must 

not sow seed nor reap the lands growth from spilled kernels nor 
gather the grapes of its unpruned vines. (Leviticus 25:11) 

 
· For it is a Jubilee.  It should become something holy to you.  

From the field you may eat what the land produces. (Leviticus 
25:12) 

 
· This meant that the produce of the 48th year of each 50-year 
cycle would be the primary source of food for that year and for a little 
over two years following, until the harvest of the 51st, or the year after 
the Jubilee.  Yehowah’s special blessing on the sixth year resulted in a 
crop yield sufficient to furnish food through the Sabbath year. 
 
· But in case you should say;  What are we going to eat in the 

seventh year seeing that we may not sow seed or gather our 
crops? (Leviticus 25:20) 

 
· In that case I shall certainly command my blessing for you in the 

sixth year, and it must yield its crop for three years. (Leviticus 
25:21) 

 
· And you must sow seed the eighth year and you must eat from 

the old crop until the ninth year.  Until the coming of its crop you 
will eat the old. (Leviticus 25:22) 

 
· Similarly, God provided a bountiful and sufficient harvest in the 
48th year to supply the nation through the Sabbath year, the Jubilee 
that followed, and the next year until harvesttime, if the Jews kept his 
Law. 
 
· The Jubilee was in a sense an entire year of festival, a year of 
liberty.  The keeping of it would demonstrate Israel’s faith in their God 
Yehowah and would be a time of thanksgiving and happiness in his 
provisions. 
 
· It was on the tenth day of the seventh month, in the month of 
Tishri, on the Day of Atonement, that the horn, shoh-phar', or sho-phar', 
a curved animal horn was sounded, proclaiming liberty throughout the 



land.  This meant freedom for the Hebrew slaves, many of whom had 
sold themselves because of debt.  Such release normally would not 
come until the seventh year of servitude 
 
· In case you should buy a Hebrew slave, he will be a slave six 

years, but in the seventh he will go out as one set free without 
charge. (Exodus 21:2) 

 
· But the Jubilee provided liberty even for those who had not yet 
served for six years.  All hereditary land possessions that had been 
sold, usually because of financial reverses, were returned, and each 
man returned to his family and his ancestral possession.  
 
· No family was to sink into the depths of perpetual poverty.  Every 
family was to have its honor and respect.  Even a person who 
squandered his substance could not forever lose his inheritance for his 
posterity.  
 
· After all, the land was really Yehowah’s, and the Israelites 
themselves were alien residents and settlers from Yehowah’s 
standpoint. 
 
· So the land should not be sold in perpetuity, because the land is 

mine.  For you are alien residents and settlers from my 
standpoint. (Leviticus 25:23) 

 
· And in all the land of your possession you should grant to the 

land the right of buying back. (Leviticus 25:24) 
 
· If the nation kept God’s Laws, then, as he said;  No one should 
come to be poor among you. 
 
· And you must count for yourself seven Sabbaths of years, seven 

times seven years, and the days of the seven Sabbaths of years 
must amount to forty-nine years for you. (Leviticus 25:8) 

 
· And you must cause the horn of loud tone to sound in the 

seventh month on the tenth of the month, on the day of 
atonement you people should cause the horn to sound in all your 
land. (Leviticus 25:9) 

 
· And you must sanctify the fiftieth year and proclaim liberty in the 

land to all its inhabitants.  It will become a Jubilee for you, and 
you must return each one to his possession and you should 



return each one to his family. (Leviticus 25:10) 
 
· In this year of the Jubilee you should return each one to his 

possession. (Leviticus 25:13) 
 
· However, no one should come to be poor among you, because 

Yehowah will without fail bless you in the land that Yehowah 
your God is giving you as an inheritance to take possession of it. 
(Deuteronomy 15:4) 

 
· Only if you will without fail listen to the voice of Yehowah your 

God so as to be careful to do all this commandment that I am 
commanding you today. (Deuteronomy 15:5) 

 
· By reason of the Jubilee law, none of the land could be sold in 
perpetuity.  God provided that if a man sold any land of his hereditary 
possession, the sale price was to be gauged according to the number of 
years left until the Jubilee.   
 
· The same rate was in effect when hereditary land was 
repurchased by its owner.  In effect, a sale of land, therefore, was 
actually only the sale of the use of the land and its produce for the 
number of years left until Jubilee year. 
 
· By the number of the years after the Jubilee you should buy from 

your associate, by the number of the years of the crops he should 
sell to you. (Leviticus 25:15) 

 
· In proportion to the great number of years he should increase its 

purchase value, and in proportion to the fewness of years he 
should reduce its purchase value, because the number of the 
crops is what he is selling to you. (Leviticus 25:16) 

 
· So the land should not be sold in perpetuity, because the land is 

mine.  For you are alien residents and settlers from my 
standpoint. (Leviticus 25:23) 

 
· And in all the land of your possession you should grant to the 

land the right of buying back. (Leviticus 25:24) 
 
· In case your brother grows poor and has to sell some of his 

possession, a repurchaser closely related to him must also come 
and buy back what his brother sold. (Leviticus 25:25) 

 



· And in case anyone proves to have no repurchaser and his own 
hand does make gain and he does find enough for its repurchase. 
(Leviticus 25:26) 

 
· He must also calculate the years from when he sold it and he 

must return what money remains over to the man to whom he 
made the sale, and he must return to his possession. (Leviticus 
25:27) 

 
· But if his hand does not find enough to give back to him, what he 

sold must also continue in the hand of its purchaser until the 
Jubilee year, and it must go out in the Jubilee, and he must 
return to his possession. (Leviticus 25:28) 

 
· This applied to houses in unwalled settlements, which were 
counted as the open country, but houses in walled cities were not 
included in property returned at Jubilee.   
 
· Exceptions to this were the houses of the Levites, whose only 
possessions were the houses and the pasture grounds around the 
Levite cities.  These had their houses returned at Jubilee, the pasture 
ground of Levite cities could not be sold. 
 
· Now in case a man should sell a dwelling house in a walled city, 

his right of repurchase must also continue till the year from the 
time of his sale finishes out, his right of repurchase should 
continue a whole year. (Leviticus 25:29) 

 
· But if it should not be bought back before the complete year has 

come to the full for him, the house that is in the city that has a 
wall must also stand in perpetuity as the property of its 
purchaser during his generations.  It should not go out in the 
Jubilee. (Leviticus 25:30) 

 
· However, the houses of settlements that have no wall about 

them should be accounted as part of the field of the country.  
Right of repurchase should continue for it, and in the Jubilee it 
should go out. (Leviticus 25:31) 

 
· As for cities of the Levites with the houses of the cities of their 

possession, the right of repurchase should continue to time 
indefinite for the Levites. (Leviticus 25:32) 

 
· And where property of the Levites is not bought back, the house 



sold in the city of his possession must also go out in the Jubilee, 
because the houses of the cities of the Levites are their 
possession in the midst of the sons of Israel. (Leviticus 25:33) 

 
· Moreover, the field of pasture ground of their cities may not be 

sold, because it is a possession to time indefinite for them. 
(Leviticus 25:34) 

 
· The wonderful provision of the Jubilee year can better be 
appreciated when one considers not only the beneficial results to the 
individual Israelites but especially the effect on the nation as a whole.   
 
· When the Jubilee arrangement was properly observed, the nation 
was restored in the Jubilee year to the full and proper theocratic state 
that God purposed and established at the beginning.  Government was 
on a sound basis.  The national economy would always be stable, and 
the nation would have no crushing debt. 
 
· For Yehowah your God will indeed bless you just as he has 

promised you, and you will certainly lend on pledge to many 
nations, whereas you yourself will not borrow, and you must 
dominate over many nations, whereas over you they will not 
dominate. (Deuteronomy 15:6) 

 
· The Jubilee brought about a stable standard of land values and 
also prevented a great internal debt and its resultant false prosperity 
that brings inflation, deflation, and business depression. 
 
· The Jubilee law, when obeyed, preserved the nation from 
gravitating to the sad state that we observe today in many lands, 
where there are virtually only two classes, the extremely rich and the 
extremely poor.  
 
· The benefits to the individual strengthened the nation, for none 
would be underprivileged and crushed into unproductiveness by a bad 
economic situation, but all could contribute their talents and abilities 
to the national welfare. 
 
·  With Yehowah providing blessings of the yield of the ground and 
with the education that was provided, Israel, while obedient, would 
enjoy the perfect government and prosperity that only the true 
theocracy could provide. 
 
· For Yehowah is our Judge, Yehowah is our Statute-giver, 



Yehowah is our King.  He himself will save us. (Isaiah 33:22) 
 
· The Law was read to the people on Sabbath years, particularly 
during the Festival of Booths, or Ingathering. 
 
· And Moses went on to command them, saying;  At the end of 

every seven years, in the appointed time of the year of the 
release, in the festival of booths. (Deuteronomy 31:10) 

 
· When all Israel comes to see the face of Yehowah your God in 

the place that he will choose, you will read this Law in front of all 
Israel in their hearing. (Deuteronomy 31:11) 

 
· Congregate the people, the men and the women and the little 

ones and your alien resident who is within your gates, in order, 
that they may listen and in order, that they may learn, as they 
must fear Yehowah your God and take care to carry out all the 
words of this Law. (Deuteronomy 31:12) 

 
· They should thereby have been drawn closer to Yehowah and 
should have maintained their freedom.  Yehowah warned the Israelites 
that they would suffer tragedy if they were disobedient and repeatedly 
ignored his laws, which included those pertaining to the Sabbath and 
Jubilee years. 
 
· If, however, with this you will not listen to me and you just must 

walk in opposition to me. (Leviticus 26:27) 
 
· I shall then have to walk in heated opposition to you, and I, yes, 

I, shall have to chastise you seven times for your sins. (Leviticus 
26:28) 

 
· So you will have to eat the flesh of your sons, and you will eat 

the flesh of your daughters. (Leviticus 26:29) 
 
· And I shall certainly annihilate your sacred high places and cut 

off your incense stands and lay your own carcasses upon the 
carcasses of your dungy idols, and my soul will simply abhor you. 
(Leviticus 26:30) 

 
· And I shall indeed give your cities to the sword and lay your 

sanctuaries desolate, and I shall not smell your restful odors. 
(Leviticus 26:31) 

 



· And I, for my part, will lay the land desolate, and your enemies 
who are dwelling in it will simply stare in amazement over it. 
(Leviticus 26:32) 

 
· And you I shall scatter among the nations, and I will unsheathe a 

sword after you, and your land must become a desolation, and 
your cities will become a desolate ruin. (Leviticus 26:33) 

 
· At that time the land will pay off its Sabbaths all the days of its 

lying desolated, while you are in the land of your enemies.  At 
that time the land will keep Sabbath, as it must repay its 
Sabbaths. (Leviticus 26:34) 

 
· All the days of its lying desolated it will keep Sabbath, for the 

reason that it did not keep Sabbath during your Sabbaths when 
you were dwelling upon it. (Leviticus 26:35) 

 
· As for those remaining among you, I shall certainly bring timidity 

into their hearts in the lands of their enemies, and the sound of a 
leaf driven about will indeed chase them away, and they will 
actually flee as in flight from a sword and fall without anyone 
chasing. (Leviticus 26:36) 

 
· And they will certainly stumble against one another as if from 

before a sword without anyone chasing, and for you there will 
prove to be no ability to stand in resistance before your enemies. 
(Leviticus 26:37) 

 
· And you must perish among the nations, and the land of your 

enemies must eat you up. (Leviticus 26:38) 
 
· As for those remaining among you, they will rot away because of 

their error in the lands of your enemies.  Yes, even because of the 
errors of their fathers, with them they will rot away. (Leviticus 
26:39) 

 
· And they will certainly confess their own error and the error of 

their fathers in their unfaithfulness when they behaved 
unfaithfully toward me, yes, even when they walked in 
opposition to me. (Leviticus 26:40) 

 
· Yet I, for my part, proceeded to walk in opposition to them, and I 

had to bring them into the land of their enemies.  Perhaps at that 
time their uncircumcised heart will be humbled, and at that time 



they will pay off their error. (Leviticus 26:41) 
 
· And I shall indeed remember my covenant with Jacob, and even 

my covenant with Isaac and even my covenant with Abraham I 
shall remember, and the land I shall remember. (Leviticus 26:42) 

 
· All the while the land was left abandoned by them and was 

paying off its Sabbaths while it was lying desolated without them 
and they themselves were paying for their error, because, even 
because, they had rejected my judicial decisions, and their souls 
had abhorred my statutes. (Leviticus 26:43) 

 
· And yet for all this, while they continue in the land of their 

enemies, I shall certainly not reject them nor abhor them so as to 
exterminate them, to violate my covenant with them, for I am 
Yehowah their God. (Leviticus 26:44) 

 
· And I will remember in their behalf the covenant of the ancestors 

whom I brought forth out of the land of Egypt under the eyes of 
the nations, in order to prove myself their God.  I am Yehowah. 
(Leviticus 26:45) 

 
· Starting the count of years with the entry of the Israelites into 
the Promised Land, their first Jubilee year began in Tishri of 1424 
B.C.E. 
 
· Speak to the sons of Israel, and you must say to them;  When 

you eventually come into the land that I am giving you, then the 
land must observe a Sabbath to Yehowah. (Leviticus 25:2) 

 
· Six years you should sow your field with seed, and six years you 

should prune your vineyard, and you must gather the lands 
produce. (Leviticus 25:3) 

 
· But in the seventh year there should occur a Sabbath of complete 

rest for the land, a Sabbath to Yehowah.  Your field you must not 
sow with seed, and your vineyard you must not prune. (Leviticus 
25:4) 

 
· And you must count for yourself seven Sabbaths of years, seven 

times seven years, and the days of the seven Sabbaths of years 
must amount to forty-nine years for you. (Leviticus 25:8) 

 
· And you must cause the horn of loud tone to sound in the 



seventh month on the tenth of the month, on the day of 
atonement you people should cause the horn to sound in all your 
land. (Leviticus 25:9) 

 
· And you must sanctify the fiftieth year and proclaim liberty in the 

land to all its inhabitants.  It will become a Jubilee for you, and 
you must return each one to his possession and you should 
return each one to his family. (Leviticus 25:10) 

 
· Between the time of entering the Promised Land in 1473 B.C.E.  
and the fall of Jerusalem in 607 B.C.E, the Israelites were obligated to 
celebrate 17 Jubilees.  But it is a sad commentary on their history that 
they did not appreciate Yehowah as their King.   
 
· They eventually violated his commands, including the Sabbath 
laws, and suffered the loss of the blessings he arranged for them.  
Their failure brought reproach on God before the nations of the world 
and hindered them from realizing the excellence of his theocratic 
government. 
 
· Furthermore, he carried off those remaining from the sword 

captive to Babylon, and they came to be servants to him and his 
sons until the royalty of Persia began to reign. (2 Chronicles 
36:20) 

 
· To fulfill Yehowah’s word by the mouth of Jeremiah, until the 

land had paid off its Sabbaths.  All the days of lying desolated it 
kept Sabbath, to fulfill seventy years. (2 Chronicles 36:21) 

 
·· Symbolic Meaning 
 
· There are allusions to the Jubilee arrangement in the Christian 
Greek Scriptures.  Jesus Christ said he came to, preach a release to the 
captives. 
 
· And he came to Nazareth, where he had been reared, and, 

according to his custom on the Sabbath day, he entered into the 
synagogue, and he stood up to read. (Luke 4:16) 

 
· So the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed him, and he 

opened the scroll and found the place where it was written: 
(Luke 4:17) 

 
· Yehowah’s spirit is upon me, because he anointed me to declare 



Good News to the poor, he sent me forth to preach a release to 
the captives and a recovery of sight to the blind, to send the 
crushed ones away with a release. (Luke 4:18) 

 
· He later said with regard to liberation from bondage to sin.  If 
the Son sets you free, you will be actually free. 
 
· Therefore if the Son sets you free, you will be actually free. (John 

8:36) 
 
· Because spirit-anointed Christians were declared righteous for 
life and were begotten as sons of God beginning with Pentecost of 33 
C.E, the apostle Paul could thereafter write:  
 
· For the Law of that spirit which gives life in union with Christ 

Jesus has set you free from the Law of sin and of death. (Romans 
8:2) 

 
· During Christ’s Thousand Year Reign, others, too, as indicated at; 
 
· For the eager expectation of the creation is waiting for the 

revealing of the sons of God. (Romans 8:19) 
 
· For the creation was subjected to futility, not by its own will but 

through him that subjected it, on the basis of hope (Romans 
8:20) 

 
· That the creation itself also will be set free from enslavement to 

corruption and have the glorious freedom of the children of God. 
(Romans 8:21) 

 
· Will be set free from enslavement to corruption and, after 
proving their loyalty to Yehowah under test, will have the glorious 
freedom of the children of God.   
 
· They will be liberated from inborn sin and from the death to 
which it leads.  The custody of the earth itself will be returned to true 
worshipers, to be cared for in harmony with Yehowah’s original 
purpose for mankind. 
 
· And he will wipe out every tear from their eyes, and death will be 

no more, neither will mourning nor outcry nor pain be anymore.  
The former things have passed away. (Revelation 21:4) 

 



· Further, God blessed them and God said to them;  Be fruitful and 
become many and fill the earth and subdue it, and have in 
subjection the fish of the sea and the flying creatures of the 
heavens and every living creature that is moving upon the earth. 
(Genesis 1:28) 

 
· And they will certainly build houses and have occupancy, and 

they will certainly plant vineyards and eat their fruitage. (Isaiah 
65:21) 

 
· They will not build and someone else have occupancy.  They will 

not plant and someone else do the eating.  For like the days of a 
tree will the days of my people be, and the work of their own 
hands my chosen ones will use to the full. (Isaiah 65:22) 

 
· They will not toil for nothing, nor will they bring to birth for 

disturbance, because they are the offspring made up of the 
blessed ones of Yehowah, and their descendants with them. 
(Isaiah 65:23) 

 
· And it will actually occur that before they call out I myself shall 

answer, while they are yet speaking, I myself shall hear. (Isaiah 
65:24) 

 
· The wolf and the lamb themselves will feed as one, and the lion 

will eat straw just like the bull, and as for the serpent, his food 
will be dust.  They will do no harm nor cause any ruin in all my 
holy mountain, Yehowah has said. (Isaiah 65:25) 

 
 


