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~KAREAH (40) 
(Ka-re'ah) [Bald, Baldness]  
 
· A man of Judah whose sons Johanan and Jonathan were chiefs of 
military forces in Judah.  This was at the time Gedaliah was 
commissioned by the king of Babylon to govern the Judeans who had 
not been taken into Babylonian exile following the destruction of 
Jerusalem in 607 B.C.E. 
 
· And the king of Babylon proceeded to strike them down and put 

them to death at Riblah in the land of Hamath.  Thus Judah went 
into exile from off its soil. (2 Kings 25:21) 

 
· As for the people left behind in the land of Judah, whom 

Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon had left behind, he now 
appointed over them Gedaliah the son of Ahikam the son of 
Shaphan. (2 Kings 25:22) 

 
· When all the chiefs of the military forces, they and their men, 

heard that the king of Babylon had appointed Gedaliah, they 
immediately came to Gedaliah at Mizpah, that is, Ishmael the son 
of Nethaniah and Johanan the son of Kareah and Seraiah the son 
of Tanhumeth the Netophathite and Jaazaniah the son of the 
Maacathite, they and their men. (2 Kings 25:23) 

 
· In time all the chiefs of the military forces who were in the field, 

they and their men, got to hear that the king of Babylon had 
commissioned Gedaliah the son of Ahikam over the land and that 
he had commissioned him over the men and women and little 
children and some of the lowly people of the land, who had not 
been taken into exile in Babylon. (Jeremiah 40:7) 

 
· So they came to Gedaliah at Mizpah, even Ishmael the son of 

Nethaniah and Johanan and Jonathan, the sons of Kareah, and 
Seraiah the son of Tanhumeth and the sons of Ephai the 
Netophathite and Jezaniah the son of the Maacathite, they and 
their men. (Jeremiah 40:8) 

 
 


