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~KENITE (307) 
(Ken'ite) 
 
· A member of a people residing in Canaan or its vicinity in the 
days of Abram, Abraham.  The Scriptures, however, provide no definite 
genealogical link for determining their origin. 
 
· On that day Yehowah concluded with Abram a covenant, saying;  

To your seed I will give this land, from the river of Egypt to the 
great river, the river Euphrates. (Genesis 15:18) 

 
· The Kenites and the Kenizzites and the Kadmonites. (Genesis 

15:19) 
 
· And the Hittites and the Perizzites and the Rephaim. (Genesis 

15:20) 
 
· And the Amorites and the Canaanites and the Girgashites and the 

Jebusites. (Genesis 15:21) 
 
· While some scholars, on the basis of a similar Aramaic word, 
consider Kenite to mean, smith, this is uncertain.  The Bible itself does 
not speak of the Kenites as smiths, but it does appear to indicate that 
at least some of them were shepherds. 
 
· Subsequently Pharaoh got to hear of this thing, and he 

attempted to kill Moses, but Moses ran away from Pharaoh that 
he might dwell in the land of Midian, and he took a seat by a 
well. (Exodus 2:15) 

 
· Now the priest of Midian had seven daughters, and as usual they 

came and drew water and filled the gutters to water their fathers 
flock. (Exodus 2:16) 

 
· And Moses became a shepherd of the flock of Jethro, the priest of 

Midian, whose son-in-law he was.  While he was driving the flock 
to the west side of the wilderness, he came at length to the 
mountain of the true God, to Horeb. (Exodus 3:1) 

 
· And the sons of the Kenite, whose son-in-law Moses was, came 

up out of the city of palm trees with the sons of Judah to the 
wilderness of Judah, which is to the south of Arad.  Then they 



went and took up dwelling with the people. (Judges 1:16) 
 
· Another suggestion links the term, Kenite, with a Hebrew word 
meaning, nest, and this would fit the description of the Kenites 
dwelling place, or nest, as being set on the crag. 
 
· When he got to see the Kenites, he carried further his proverbial 

utterance and went on to say;  Durable is your dwelling, and set 
on the crag is your abode. (Numbers 24:21) 

 
· At the time Moses fled from Egypt to the land of Midian, he 
married into a Kenite family living there.  When the setting of an 
account involves their residence in Midian, members of this family are 
called Midianites, in other cases they are referred to as Kenites.  
 
· This suggests that Moses father-in-law Jethro, the priest of 
Midian, and his brother-in-law Hobab may have been Midianites from a 
geographic standpoint. 
 
· Subsequently Pharaoh got to hear of this thing, and he 

attempted to kill Moses, but Moses ran away from Pharaoh that 
he might dwell in the land of Midian, and he took a seat by a 
well. (Exodus 2:15) 

 
· Now the priest of Midian had seven daughters, and as usual they 

came and drew water and filled the gutters to water their fathers 
flock. (Exodus 2:16) 

 
· And Moses became a shepherd of the flock of Jethro, the priest of 

Midian, whose son-in-law he was.  While he was driving the flock 
to the west side of the wilderness, he came at length to the 
mountain of the true God, to Horeb. (Exodus 3:1) 

 
· Now Jethro the priest of Midian, Moses father-in-law, got to hear 

about all that God had done for Moses and for Israel his people, 
how Yehowah had brought Israel out of Egypt. (Exodus 18:1) 

 
· Then Moses said to Hobab the son of Reuel the Midianite, the 

father-in-Law of Moses;  We are pulling away for the place about 
which Yehowah said;  I shall give it to you.  Do come with us, and 
we shall certainly do good to you, because Yehowah has spoken 
good concerning Israel. (Numbers 10:29) 

 
· But he said to him;  I shall not go along, but I shall go to my own 



country and to my relatives. (Numbers 10:30) 
 
· And the sons of the Kenite, whose son-in-law Moses was, came 

up out of the city of palm trees with the sons of Judah to the 
wilderness of Judah, which is to the south of Arad.  Then they 
went and took up dwelling with the people. (Judges 1:16) 

 
· On the other hand, if Moses relatives were racial descendants of 
Midian, then they may have been called Kenites because of belonging 
to a Kenite branch, or family, of the Midianites, thus making them 
racially distinct from the Kenites existing in Abraham’s time before the 
birth of Midian. 
 
· When the Israelites were about to leave the region of Mount 
Sinai, Moses requested that Hobab accompany them to serve as eyes, 
or as a scout, for the nation because of his knowledge of the area.   
 
· Although declining at first, Hobab apparently did go along, for 
the Kenites are later mentioned as taking up residence in the 
Wilderness of Judah to the South of Arad. 
 
· Then Moses said to Hobab the son of Reuel the Midianite, the 

father-in-Law of Moses;  We are pulling away for the place about 
which Yehowah said;  I shall give it to you.  Do come with us, and 
we shall certainly do good to you, because Yehowah has spoken 
good concerning Israel. (Numbers 10:29) 

 
· But he said to him;  I shall not go along, but I shall go to my own 

country and to my relatives. (Numbers 10:30) 
 
· At this he said;  Please, do not leave us, because, for the reason 

that you well know where we may encamp in the wilderness, you 
must serve as eyes for us. (Numbers 10:31) 

 
· And it must occur that in case you should come with us, yes, it 

must occur that with what goodness Yehowah will do good with 
us, we, in turn, will do good to you. (Numbers 10:32) 

 
· And the sons of the Kenite, whose son-in-law Moses was, came 

up out of the city of palm trees with the sons of Judah to the 
wilderness of Judah, which is to the south of Arad.  Then they 
went and took up dwelling with the people. (Judges 1:16) 

 



· At a later period Heber the Kenite separated himself from the 
other Kenites and pitched his tent at Kedesh. 
 
· Incidentally Heber the Kenite had separated from the Kenites, 

the sons of Hobab, whose son-in-law Moses was, and he had his 
tent pitched near the big tree in Zaanannim, which is at Kedesh. 
(Judges 4:11) 

 
· When the Canaanite forces were overthrown, Sisera fled on foot 
to the tent of Jael the wife of Heber the Kenite, for there was peace 
between Jabin the king of Hazor and the household of Heber the 
Kenite.  However, there Sisera’s life ended at Jael’s hand. 
 
· As for Sisera, he fled on foot to the tent of Jael the wife of Heber 

the Kenite, for there was peace between Jabin the king of Hazor 
and the household of Heber the Kenite. (Judges 4:17) 

 
· Then Jael came on out to meet Sisera and said to him;  Turn this 

way, my lord, turn this way to me.  Do not be afraid.  So he 
turned aside to her into the tent.  Later she covered him with a 
blanket. (Judges 4:18) 

 
· In time he said to her;  Give me, please, a little water to drink, for 

I am thirsty.  Accordingly she opened a skin bottle of milk and 
gave him a drink, after which she covered him. (Judges 4:19) 

 
· And he went on to say to her;  Stand at the entrance of the tent, 

and it must occur that if anybody comes and does ask you and 
says;  Is there a man here?  You must then say;  No! (Judges 
4:20) 

 
· And Jael the wife of Heber proceeded to take a pin of the tent 

and to put the hammer into her hand.  Then she went to him 
stealthily and drove the pin into his temples and beat it into the 
earth, while he was fast asleep and weary.  So he died. (Judges 
4:21) 

 
· Jael the wife of Heber the Kenite will be most blessed among 

women, among women in the tent she will be most blessed. 
(Judges 5:24) 

 
· Water he asked, milk she gave.  In the large banquet bowl of 

majestic ones she presented curdled milk. (Judges 5:25) 
 



· Her hand to the tent pin she then thrust out, and her right hand 
to the mallet of hard workers.  And she hammered Sisera, she 
pierced his head through, and she broke apart and cut up his 
temples. (Judges 5:26) 

 
· Between her feet he collapsed, he fell, he lay down, Between her 

feet he collapsed, he fell.  Where he collapsed, there he fell 
overcome. (Judges 5:27) 

 
See Also KEDESH 3 
 
· In the days of King Saul some Kenites were residing among the 
Amalekites.  Therefore Saul, when about to make war against the 
Amalekites, urged the Kenites to separate themselves to escape 
calamity.   
 
· This kindness was extended because the Kenites had themselves  
exercised loving-kindness with all the sons of Israel at the time of their 
coming up out of Egypt. 
 
· And Saul proceeded to come as far as the city of Amalek and to 

lie in ambush by the torrent valley. (1 Samuel 15:5) 
 
· Meanwhile Saul said to the Kenites;  Go, depart, go down from 

the midst of the Amalekites, that I may not sweep you away with 
them.  As for you, you exercised loving-kindness with all the sons 
of Israel at the time of their coming up out of Egypt.  So the 
Kenites departed from the midst of Amalek. (1 Samuel 15:6) 

 
· And Moses went to relating to his father-in-law all that Yehowah 

had done to Pharaoh and Egypt on account of Israel, and all the 
hardship that had befallen them in the way, and yet Yehowah 
was delivering them. (Exodus 18:8) 

 
· Then Jethro felt glad over all the good that Yehowah had done 

for Israel in that he had delivered them from the hand of Egypt. 
(Exodus 18:9) 

 
· Then Moses said to Hobab the son of Reuel the Midianite, the 

father-in-Law of Moses;  We are pulling away for the place about 
which Yehowah said;  I shall give it to you.  Do come with us, and 
we shall certainly do good to you, because Yehowah has spoken 
good concerning Israel. (Numbers 10:29) 

 



· But he said to him;  I shall not go along, but I shall go to my own 
country and to my relatives. (Numbers 10:30) 

 
· At this he said;  Please, do not leave us, because, for the reason 

that you well know where we may encamp in the wilderness, you 
must serve as eyes for us. (Numbers 10:31) 

 
· And it must occur that in case you should come with us, yes, it 

must occur that with what goodness Yehowah will do good with 
us, we, in turn, will do good to you. (Numbers 10:32) 

 
· So they went marching from the mountain of Yehowah for a 

journey of three days, and the ark of Yehowah’s covenant was 
marching before them for a journey of three days to search out a 
resting-place for them. (Numbers 10:33) 

 
· Later, David told Achish that he had made a raid upon the south 
of the Kenites. 
 
· Then Achish said;  Where did you men make a raid today?  To this 

David said;  Upon the south of Judah and upon the south of the 
Jerahmeelites and upon the south of the Kenites. (1 Samuel 
27:10) 

 
· But this was part of a subterfuge.  Actually, the Kenites were on 
friendly terms with the Israelites.  Thus, when David plundered Ziklag 
he sent some of the spoil to those in the cities of the Kenites, probably 
in the mountainous region of southern Judah. 
 
· And to those in Racal, and to those in the cities of the 

Jerahmeelites, and to those in the cities of the Kenites. (1 
Samuel 30:29) 

 
· Families of scribes residing at Jabez were Kenites that came from 
Hammath the father of the house of Rechab. 
 
· And the families of the scribes dwelling at Jabez were the 

Tirathites, the Shimeathites, the Sucathites.  These were the 
Kenites that came from Hammath the father of the house of 
Rechab. (1 Chronicles 2:55) 

 
· They are mentioned in connection with descendants of Judah. 
 
· The sons of Judah were Er and Onan and Shelah.  The three were 



born to him from Shuas daughter, the Canaanitess.  And Er the 
firstborn of Judah came to be bad in the eyes of Yehowah, so 
that he put him to death. (1 Chronicles 2:3) 

 
· The fact that the Kenites lived in association with different 
peoples at various times and places may imply that this nomadic or 
semi-nomadic people was not entirely absorbed by any other tribe or 
people. 
 
· The Bible does not specifically report what happened to the 
Kenites, also called Kain.  Balaam’s proverbial utterance concerning 
them posed the question;  How long will it be till Assyria will carry you 
away captive? 
 
· When he got to see the Kenites, he carried further his proverbial 

utterance and went on to say;  Durable is your dwelling, and set 
on the crag is your abode. (Numbers 24:21) 

 
· But there will come to be one to burn Kain down.  How long will 

it be till Assyria will carry you away captive? (Numbers 24:22) 
 
· So it may be that some Kenites lived in the northern kingdom of 
Israel and surrounding areas and were taken captive along with them 
by the Assyrians. 
 
· In the days of Pekah the king of Israel, Tiglath-pileser the king of 

Assyria came in and proceeded to take Ijon and Abel-beth-
maacah and Janoah and Kedesh and Hazor and Gilead and 
Galilee, all the land of Naphtali, and to carry them into exile in 
Assyria. (2 Kings 15:29) 

 
· In the ninth year of Hoshea, the king of Assyria captured Samaria 

and then led Israel into exile in Assyria and kept them dwelling 
in Halah and in Habor at the river Gozan and in the cities of the 
Medes. (2 Kings 17:6) 

 
 


