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~LACHISH (655) 
(La'chish) 
·· Besieged By Sennacherib 
·· Captured By Babylonians 
·· Prophetic Mention 
 
· A Judean city in the Shephelah. 
 
· And the cities at the extremity of the tribe of the sons of Judah 

toward the boundary of Edom in the south came to be Kabzeel 
and Eder and Jagur. (Joshua 15:21) 

 
· In the Shephelah there were Eshtaol and Zorah and Ashnah. 

(Joshua 15:33) 
 
· Lachish and Bozkath and Eglon. (Joshua 15:39) 
 
· Lachish is identified with Tell ed-Duweir, Tel Lakhish, a mound 
surrounded by valleys and lying some 24 kilometers (15 miles) West of 
Hebron.  Anciently this site occupied a strategic position on the 
principal road linking Jerusalem with Egypt.   
 
· At one time the city covered an area of about 8 ha (20 acres) and 
perhaps had a population numbering between 6,000 and 7,500 
persons. 
 
· At the time of Israel’s conquest of Canaan, Japhia the king of 
Lachish joined four other kings in a military offensive against Gibeon, a 
city that had made peace with Joshua. 
 
· And it came about that as soon as Adonizedek the king of 

Jerusalem heard that Joshua had captured Ai and then devoted it 
to destruction, that just as he had done to Jericho and its king, so 
he had done to Ai and its king, and that the inhabitants of Gibeon 
had made peace with Israel and were continuing in their midst. 
(Joshua 10:1) 

 
· He became very much afraid, because Gibeon was a great city, 

like one of the royal cities, and because it was greater than Ai, 
and all its men were mighty ones. (Joshua 10:2) 

 
· Consequently Adoni-zedek the king of Jerusalem sent to Hoham 



the king of Hebron and to Piram the king of Jarmuth and to 
Japhia the king of Lachish and to Debir the king of Eglon, saying; 
(Joshua 10:3) 

 
· Come up to me and help me and let us strike Gibeon, because it 

has made peace with Joshua and the sons of Israel. (Joshua 
10:4) 

 
· At this they gathered together and went on up, five kings of the 

Amorites, the king of Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, the king of 
Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, the king of Eglon, these and all 
their camps, and they proceeded to camp against Gibeon and to 
war against it. (Joshua 10:5) 

 
· In response to Gibeon’s appeal for aid, the Israelite army staged 
an all-night march from Gilgal.  With Yehowah’s help, they defeated 
the Canaanite alliance, trapped the kings themselves in a cave, and 
thereafter executed them. 
 
· Upon that the men of Gibeon sent to Joshua at the camp at 

Gilgal, saying;  Do not let your hand relax from your slaves.  
Come up to us quickly and do save us and help us, for all the 
kings of the Amorites inhabiting the mountainous region have 
collected together against us. (Joshua 10:6) 

 
· So Joshua went on up from Gilgal, he and all the people of war 

with him and all the valiant mighty men. (Joshua 10:7) 
 
· Then Yehowah said to Joshua;  Do not be afraid of them, for into 

your hand I have given them.  Not a man of them will stand 
against you. (Joshua 10:8) 

 
· And Joshua proceeded to come against them by surprise.  All 

night long he had gone up from Gilgal. (Joshua 10:9) 
 
· And Yehowah went throwing them into confusion before Israel, 

and they began to slay them with a great slaughter at Gibeon 
and went pursuing them by way of the ascent of Bethhoron and 
slaying them as far as Azekah and Makkedah. (Joshua 10:10) 

 
· And it came about that while they were fleeing from before 

Israel and were on the descent of Beth-horon, Yehowah hurled 
great stones from the heavens upon them as far as Azekah, so 
that they died.  There were more who died from the hailstones 



than those whom the sons of Israel killed with the sword. 
(Joshua 10:11) 

 
· It was then that Joshua proceeded to speak to Yehowah on the 

day of Yehowah’s abandoning the Amorites to the sons of Israel, 
and he went on to say before the eyes of Israel;  Sun, be 
motionless over Gibeon, and, moon, over the low plain of Aijalon. 
(Joshua 10:12) 

 
· Accordingly the sun kept motionless, and the moon did stand 

still, until the nation could take vengeance on its enemies.  Is it 
not written in the book of Jashar?  And the sun kept standing still 
in the middle of the heavens and did not hasten to set for about a 
whole day. (Joshua 10:13) 

 
· And no day has proved to be like that one, either before it or 

after it, in that Yehowah listened to the voice of a man, for 
Yehowah himself was fighting for Israel. (Joshua 10:14) 

 
· After that Joshua and all Israel with him returned to the camp at 

Gilgal. (Joshua 10:15) 
 
· Meantime these five kings fled and went hiding themselves in the 

cave at Makkedah. (Joshua 10:16) 
 
· Then the report was made to Joshua, saying;  The five kings have 

been found hidden in the cave at Makkedah. (Joshua 10:17) 
 
· At that Joshua said;  Roll great stones up to the mouth of the 

cave and assign men over it to guard them. (Joshua 10:18) 
 
· As for you men, do not stand still.  Chase after your enemies, and 

you must strike them in the rear.  Do not allow them to enter into 
their cities, for Yehowah your God has given them into your 
hands. (Joshua 10:19) 

 
· And it came about that as soon as Joshua and the sons of Israel 

had finished slaying them with a very great slaughter, until these 
came to their end, and those who did survive of them escaped 
and went entering into the fortified cities. (Joshua 10:20) 

 
· All the people then began to return to the camp, to Joshua, at 

Makkedah in peace.  Not a man moved his tongue eagerly against 
the sons of Israel. (Joshua 10:21) 



 
· Then Joshua said;  Open the mouth of the cave and bring out 

these five kings from the cave to me. (Joshua 10:22) 
 
· At that they did so and brought out to him from the cave these 

five kings, the king of Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, the king of 
Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, the king of Eglon. (Joshua 10:23) 

 
· And it came about that as soon as they had brought out these 

kings to Joshua, Joshua proceeded to call all the men of Israel 
and to say to the commanders of the men of war that had gone 
with him;  Come forward.  Place your feet on the back of the 
necks of these kings.  So they came forward and placed their feet 
on the back of their necks. (Joshua 10:24) 

 
· And Joshua went on to say to them;  Do not be afraid or be 

terrified.  Be courageous and strong, for it is like this that 
Yehowah will do to all your enemies against whom you are 
warring. (Joshua 10:25) 

 
· And after that Joshua proceeded to strike them and put them to 

death and hang them upon five stakes, and they continued 
hanging upon the stakes until the evening. (Joshua 10:26) 

 
· And it came about that at the time of the setting of the sun 

Joshua commanded, and they went taking them down off the 
stakes and throwing them into the cave where they had hid 
themselves.  Then they placed big stones at the mouth of the 
cave, until this very day. (Joshua 10:27) 

 
· The king of Jarmuth, one.  The king of Lachish, one. (Joshua 

12:11) 
 
· Later, the city of Lachish was taken in less than two days of 
fighting and its inhabitants were slain.  Also, Horam the king of Gezer, 
who came to the aid of Lachish, suffered defeat. 
 
· Next Joshua and all Israel with him passed on from Libnah to 

Lachish and went camping against it and warring upon it. 
(Joshua 10:31) 

 
· Accordingly Yehowah gave Lachish into Israel’s hand so that they 

captured it on the second day, and they went striking it and 
every soul that was in it with the edge of the sword, according to 



all that they had done to Libnah. (Joshua 10:32) 
 
· It was then that Hiram the king of Gezer went up to help Lachish.  

So Joshua struck him and his people until he had let not a 
survivor of his remain. (Joshua 10:33) 

 
· Then Joshua and all Israel with him passed on from Lachish to 

Eglon and went camping against it and warring against it. 
(Joshua 10:34) 

 
· And they got to capture it on that day and began to smite it with 

the edge of the sword, and they devoted every soul that was in it 
to destruction on that day, according to all that they had done to 
Lachish. (Joshua 10:35) 

 
· Some archaeologists link Israel’s campaign against Lachish with 
a thick layer of ash uncovered at Tell ed-Duweir, in which, among other 
things, a scarab of Ramses was found.  But the Bible does not state 
that the city was burned, as it does in the case of Jericho. 
 
· And they burned the city with fire and everything that was in it.  

Only the silver and the gold and the articles of copper and iron 
they gave to the treasure of Yehowah’s house. (Joshua 6:24) 

 
· And Rahab the prostitute and the household of her father and all 

who belonged to her, Joshua preserved alive, and she dwells in 
the midst of Israel down to this day, because she hid the 
messengers whom Joshua sent out to spy on Jericho. (Joshua 
6:25) 

 
· Ai 
 
· Then Joshua burned Ai and reduced it to an indefinitely lasting 

mound, as a desolation down to this day. (Joshua 8:28) 
 
· Hazor 
 
· And they went striking every soul that was in it with the edge of 

the sword, devoting them to destruction.  No breathing thing at 
all was left over, and he burned Hazor in the fire. (Joshua 11:11) 

 
· It was only all the cities standing on their own mounds that 

Israel did not burn, except that Joshua did burn Hazor by itself. 
(Joshua 11:13) 



 
· Seems to indicate that the Israelites rarely burned cities standing 
on their own mounds.  So there is no Scriptural basis for placing the 
destruction causing the ash layer in the time of Joshua and then dating 
the Israelite conquest of Canaan accordingly.   
 
· It is also noteworthy that the Ramses to whom the scarab should 
be assigned cannot be definitely ascertained.  At least one 
archaeologist attributed the scarab to Ramses III and advanced the 
thought that Lachish was destroyed by the Philistines in the 12th 
Century B.C.E. 
 
· During Rehoboam’s reign, 997-981 B.C.E, Lachish was 
strengthened militarily. 
 
· And Rehoboam continued to dwell in Jerusalem and proceeded to 

build fortified cities in Judah. (2 Chronicles 11:5) 
 
· Thus he rebuilt Bethlehem and Etam and Tekoa. (2 Chronicles 

11:6) 
 
· And Beth-zur and Soco and Adullam. (2 Chronicles 11:7) 
 
· And Gath and Mareshah and Ziph. (2 Chronicles 11:8) 
 
· And Adoraim and Lachish and Azekah. (2 Chronicles 11:9) 
 
· And Zorah and Aijalon and Hebron, fortified cities, which were in 

Judah and Benjamin. (2 Chronicles 11:10) 
 
· Further, he reinforced the fortified places and put leaders in 

them and supplies of food and oil and wine. (2 Chronicles 11:11) 
 
· And in all the different cities large shields and lances, and he 

went on reinforcing them to a very great degree.  And Judah and 
Benjamin continued his. (2 Chronicles 11:12) 

 
· Later, in about 830 B.C.E, King Amaziah fled to Lachish to escape 
conspirators but was pursued and put to death there. 
 
· At length they leagued against him in a conspiracy at Jerusalem, 

and he went fleeing to Lachish, but they sent in pursuit of him to 
Lachish and put him to death there. (2 Kings 14:19) 

 



· And from the time that Amaziah turned aside from following 
Yehowah, they proceeded to form a conspiracy against him in 
Jerusalem.  At length he fled to Lachish, but they sent after him 
to Lachish and put him to death there. (2 Chronicles 25:27) 

 
·· Besieged By Sennacherib 
 
· Lachish was besieged by Assyrian King Sennacherib in 732 B.C.E.  
From there he sent Rabshakeh, Tartan, and Rabsaris with a heavy 
military force to Jerusalem in an effort to move King Hezekiah to 
surrender.  
 
· Through his chief spokesman Rabshakeh, Sennacherib defied 
Yehowah and later sent messengers to Jerusalem with letters of 
continued taunt and threat designed to bring about Hezekiah’s 
surrender.  This defiance of Yehowah God finally led to the annihilation 
by God’s angel of 185,000 Assyrian warriors in one night. 
 
· So Hezekiah the king of Judah sent to the king of Assyria at 

Lachish, saying;  I have sinned.  Turn back from against me.  
Whatever you may impose upon me I shall carry.  Accordingly the 
king of Assyria laid upon Hezekiah the king of Judah three 
hundred silver talents and thirty gold talents. (2 Kings 18:14) 

 
· And the king of Assyria proceeded to send Tartan and Rabsaris 

and Rabshakeh from Lachish to King Hezekiah with a heavy 
military force to Jerusalem, that they might go up and come to 
Jerusalem.  So they went up and came and stood still by the 
conduit of the upper pool, which is at the highway of the 
laundryman’s field. (2 Kings 18:17) 

 
· And they began to call out to the king, but there came out to 

them Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, who was over the household, 
and Shebnah the secretary and Joah the son of Asaph the 
recorder. (2 Kings 18:18) 

 
· Accordingly Rabshakeh said to them;  Please, say to Hezekiah, 

This is what the great king, the king of Assyria, has said;  What is 
this confidence in which you have trusted? (2 Kings 18:19) 

 
· You have said, but it is the word of lips;  There are counsel and 

mightiness for the war.  Now in whom have you put your trust, 
that you have rebelled against me? (2 Kings 18:20) 

 



· Now, look!  You have put your trust in the support of this crushed 
reed, Egypt, which, if a man should brace himself upon it, would 
certainly enter into his palm and pierce it.  That is the way 
Pharaoh the king of Egypt is to all those putting their trust in 
him. (2 Kings 18:21) 

 
· And in case you men should say to me;  It is Yehowah our God in 

whom we have put our trust, is he not the one whose high places 
and whose altars Hezekiah has removed, while he says to Judah 
and Jerusalem, Before this altar you should bow down in 
Jerusalem? (2 Kings 18:22) 

 
· Now, then, make a wager, please, with my lord the king of 

Assyria, and let me give you two thousand horses to see whether 
you are able, on your part, to put riders upon them. (2 Kings 
18:23) 

 
· How, then, could you turn back the face of one governor of the 

smallest servants of my lord, while you, for your part, put your 
trust in Egypt for chariots and for horsemen? (2 Kings 18:24) 

 
· Now is it without authorization from Yehowah that I have come 

up against this place to bring it to ruin?  Yehowah himself said to 
me, Go up against this land, and you must bring it to ruin. (2 
Kings 18:25) 

 
· At this Eliakim the son of Hilkiah and Shebnah and Joah said to 

Rabshakeh;  Speak with your servants, please, in the Syrian 
language, for we can listen, and do not speak with us in the Jews 
language in the ears of the people that are on the wall. (2 Kings 
18:26) 

 
· But Rabshakeh said to them;  Is it to your lord and to you that 

my lord has sent me to speak these words?  Is it not to the men 
sitting upon the wall, that they may eat their own excrement and 
drink their own urine with you men? (2 Kings 18:27) 

 
· And Rabshakeh continued to stand and call out in a loud voice in 

the Jews language, and he went on to speak and say;  Hear the 
word of the great king, the king of Assyria. (2 Kings 18:28) 

 
· This is what the king has said;  Do not let Hezekiah deceive you 

people, for he is not able to deliver you out of my hand. (2 Kings 
18:29) 



 
· And do not let Hezekiah cause you to trust in Yehowah, saying;  

Without fail Yehowah will deliver us, and this city will not be 
given into the hand of the king of Assyria. (2 Kings 18:30) 

 
· Do not listen to Hezekiah, for this is what the king of Assyria has 

said;  Make a capitulation to me, and come out to me, and eat 
each one from his own vine and each one from his own fig tree 
and drink each one the water of his own cistern. (2 Kings 18:31) 

 
· Until I come and I actually take you to a land like your own land, 

a land of grain and new wine, a land of bread and vineyards, a 
land of oil-olive trees and honey, and keep living that you may 
not die.  And do not listen to Hezekiah, for he allures you, saying;  
Yehowah himself will deliver us. (2 Kings 18:32) 

 
· Have the gods of the nations at all delivered each one his own 

land out of the hand of the king of Assyria? (2 Kings 18:33) 
 
· Where are the gods of Hamath and Arpad?  Where are the gods 

of Sepharvaim, Hena and Ivvah?  Have they delivered Samaria 
out of my hand? (2 Kings 18:34) 

 
· Who are there among all the gods of the lands that have 

delivered their land out of my hand, so that Yehowah should 
deliver Jerusalem out of my hand? (2 Kings 18:35) 

 
· After that Rabshakeh returned and found the king of Assyria 

fighting against Libnah, for he had heard that he had pulled away 
from Lachish. (2 Kings 19:8) 

 
· He heard it said respecting Tirhakah the king of Ethiopia;  Here 

he has come out to fight against you.  Therefore he sent 
messengers again to Hezekiah, saying; (2 Kings 19:9) 

 
· This is what you men should say to Hezekiah the king of Judah, 

Do not let your God in whom you are trusting deceive you, 
saying;  Jerusalem will not be given into the hand of the king of 
Assyria. (2 Kings 19:10) 

 
· Look!  You yourself have heard what the kings of Assyria did to 

all the lands by devoting them to destruction, and will you 
yourself be delivered? (2 Kings 19:11) 

 



· Have the gods of the nations that my forefathers brought to ruin 
delivered them, even Gozan and Haran and Rezeph and the sons 
of Eden that were in Tel-assar? (2 Kings 19:12) 

 
· Where is he, the king of Hamath and the king of Arpad and the 

king of the cities of Sepharvaim, Hena and Ivvah? (2 Kings 
19:13) 

 
· That is why this is what Yehowah has said concerning the king of 

Assyria;  He will not come into this city nor will he shoot an 
arrow there nor confront it with a shield nor cast up a siege 
rampart against it. (2 Kings 19:32) 

 
· By the way by which he proceeded to come, he will return, and 

into this city he will not come, is the utterance of Yehowah. (2 
Kings 19:33) 

 
· And I shall certainly defend this city to save it for my own sake 

and for the sake of David my servant. (2 Kings 19:34) 
 
· And it came about on that night that the angel of Yehowah 

proceeded to go out and strike down a hundred and eighty-five 
thousand in the camp of the Assyrians.  When people rose up 
early in the morning, why, there all of them were dead carcasses. 
(2 Kings 19:35) 

 
· Now it came about in the fourteenth year of King Hezekiah that 

Sennacherib the king of Assyria came up against all the fortified 
cities of Judah and proceeded to seize them. (Isaiah 36:1) 

 
· And the king of Assyria finally sent Rabshakeh from Lachish to 

Jerusalem, to King Hezekiah, with a heavy military force, and he 
proceeded to stand still by the conduit of the upper pool at the 
highway of the laundryman’s field. (Isaiah 36:2) 

 
· Then there came out to him Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, who was 

over the household, and Shebna the secretary and Joah the son 
of Asaph the recorder. (Isaiah 36:3) 

 
· Accordingly Rabshakeh said to them;  Please, say to Hezekiah, 

This is what the great king, the king of Assyria, has said;  What is 
this confidence in which you have trusted? (Isaiah 36:4) 

 
· You have said, but it is the word of lips;  There are counsel and 



mightiness for the war.  Now in whom have you put trust, that 
you have rebelled against me? (Isaiah 36:5) 

 
· Look!  You have trusted in the support of this crushed reed, in 

Egypt, which, if a man should brace himself upon it, would 
certainly enter into his palm and pierce it.  That is the way 
Pharaoh the king of Egypt is to all those putting their trust in 
him. (Isaiah 36:6) 

 
· And in case you should say to me;  It is Yehowah our God in 

whom we have trusted, is he not the one whose high places and 
whose altars Hezekiah has removed, while he says to Judah and 
Jerusalem;  Before this altar you should bow down? (Isaiah 36:7) 

 
· Now, then, make a wager, please, with my lord the king of 

Assyria, and let me give you two thousand horses to see whether 
you are able, on your part, to put riders upon them. (Isaiah 36:8) 

 
· How, then, could you turn back the face of one governor of the 

smallest servants of my lord, while you, for your part, put your 
trust in Egypt for chariots and for horsemen? (Isaiah 36:9) 

 
· And now is it without authorization from Yehowah that I have 

come up against this land to bring it to ruin?  Yehowah himself 
said to me, Go up against this land, and you must bring it to ruin. 
(Isaiah 36:10) 

 
· At this Eliakim and Shebna and Joah said to Rabshakeh;  Speak, 

please, to your servants in the Syrian language, for we are 
listening, and do not speak to us in the Jews language in the ears 
of the people that are on the wall. (Isaiah 36:11) 

 
· But Rabshakeh said;  Is it to your lord and to you that my lord 

has sent me to speak these words?  Is it not to the men sitting 
upon the wall, that they may eat their own excrement and drink 
their own urine with you men? (Isaiah 36:12) 

 
· And Rabshakeh continued to stand and call out in a loud voice in 

the Jews language, and he went on to say;  Hear the words of the 
great king, the king of Assyria. (Isaiah 36:13) 

 
· This is what the king has said;  Do not let Hezekiah deceive you 

people, for he is not able to deliver you. (Isaiah 36:14) 
 



· And do not let Hezekiah cause you to trust in Yehowah, saying;  
Without fail Yehowah will deliver us.  This city will not be given 
into the hand of the king of Assyria. (Isaiah 36:15) 

 
· Do not listen to Hezekiah, for this is what the king of Assyria has 

said;  Make a capitulation to me and come out to me and eat 
each one from his own vine and each one from his own fig tree 
and drink each one the water of his own cistern. (Isaiah 36:16) 

 
· Until I come and actually take you to a land like your own land, a 

land of grain and new wine, a land of bread and vineyards. 
(Isaiah 36:17) 

 
· In order, that Hezekiah may not allure you, saying;  Yehowah 

himself will deliver us. Have the gods of the nations delivered 
each one his own land out of the hand of the king of Assyria? 
(Isaiah 36:18) 

 
· Where are the gods of Hamath and Arpad?  Where are the gods 

of Sepharvaim?  And have they delivered Samaria out of my 
hand? (Isaiah 36:19) 

 
· Who are there among all the gods of these lands that have 

delivered their land out of my hand so that Yehowah should 
deliver Jerusalem out of my hand? (Isaiah 36:20) 

 
· After that Rabshakeh returned and found the king of Assyria 

fighting against Libnah, for he had heard that he had pulled away 
from Lachish. (Isaiah 37:8) 

 
· Now he heard it said concerning Tirhakah the king of Ethiopia;  

He has come out to fight against you.  When he heard, he at once 
sent messengers to Hezekiah, saying; (Isaiah 37:9) 

 
· This is what you men should say to Hezekiah the king of Judah, 

Do not let your God in whom you are trusting deceive you, 
saying;  Jerusalem will not be given into the hand of the king of 
Assyria. (Isaiah 37:10) 

 
· Look!  You yourself have heard what the kings of Assyria did to 

all the lands by devoting them to destruction, and will you 
yourself be delivered? (Isaiah 37:11) 

 
· Have the gods of the nations that my forefathers brought to ruin 



delivered them, even Gozan and Haran and Rezeph and the sons 
of Eden that were in Tel-assar? (Isaiah 37:12) 

 
· Where is the king of Hamath and the king of Arpad and the king 

of the city of Sepharvaim, of Hena and of Ivvah? (Isaiah 37:13) 
 
· Therefore this is what Yehowah has said concerning the king of 

Assyria;  He will not come into this city, nor will he shoot an 
arrow there, nor confront it with a shield, nor cast up a siege 
rampart against it. (Isaiah 37:33) 

 
· By the way by which he came he will return, and into this city he 

will not come, is the utterance of Yehowah. (Isaiah 37:34) 
 
· And I shall certainly defend this city to save it for my own sake 

and for the sake of David my servant. (Isaiah 37:35) 
 
· And the angel of Yehowah proceeded to go forth and strike down 

a hundred and eighty-five thousand in the camp of the Assyrians.  
When people rose up early in the morning, why, there all of them 
were dead carcasses. (Isaiah 37:36) 

 
· A portrayal of the siege of Lachish, from Sennacherib’s palace at 
Nineveh, indicates that the city was encompassed by a double wall 
having towers at regular intervals and that palms, grapes, and figs 
flourished in the surrounding hilly area.   
 
· The scene showing Sennacherib receiving the spoils of Lachish is 
accompanied by the following inscription;  Sennacherib, king of the 
world, king of Assyria, sat upon a nimedu-throne and passed in review 
the booty taken from Lachish or La-ki-su. [Ancient Near Eastern Texts, edited 
by J. B. Pritchard, 1974, p. 288] 
 
·· Captured By Babylonians 
 
· When the Babylonians under Nebuchadnezzar overran Judah, 
609-607 B.C.E, Lachish and Azekah were the last two fortified cities to 
fall before Jerusalem was taken. 
 
· And Jeremiah the prophet proceeded to speak to Zedekiah the 

king of Judah all these words in Jerusalem. (Jeremiah 34:6) 
 
· When the military forces of the king of Babylon were fighting 

against Jerusalem and against all the cities of Judah that were 



left remaining, against Lachish and against Azekah, for they, the 
fortified cities, were the ones that remained over among the 
cities of Judah. (Jeremiah 34:7) 

 
· What are known as the Lachish Letters, written on pottery 
fragments, 18 of which were found at Tell ed-Duweir in 1935 C.E. and 3 
more in 1938 C.E, appear to relate to this period.  One of these letters, 
evidently directed by a military outpost to the commander at Lachish, 
reads in part:  
 
· We are watching for the signals of Lachish, according to all the 
indications which my lord hath given, for we cannot see Azekah.  This 
message suggests that Azekah had already been taken so that no 
signals were received from there.   
 
· It is also of interest that nearly all the legible Lachish Letters 
contain words such as May  Yahweh or Yehowah cause my lord to hear 
this very day tidings of good! [Lachish Ostracon IV] This shows that the 
divine name was then in common use. [Ancient Near Eastern Texts, p. 322] 
 
· After Judah and Jerusalem lay desolate for 70 years, Lachish was 
re-occupied by the returning Jewish exiles. 
 
· And as regards the settlements in their fields, there were some of 

the sons of Judah that dwelt in Kiriath-arba and its dependent 
towns and in Dibon and its dependent towns and in Jekabzeel 
and its settlements. (Nehemiah 11:25) 

 
· Zanoah, Adullam and their settlements, Lachish and its fields, 

Azekah and its dependent towns.  And they took up camping 
from Beer-sheba clear to the valley of Hinnom. (Nehemiah 11:30) 

 
·· Prophetic Mention 
 
· Attach the chariot to the team of horses, O inhabitress of 

Lachish.  The beginning of sin was what she was to the daughter 
of Zion, for in you the revolts of Israel have been found. (Micah 
1:13) 

 
· Lachish is addressed prophetically:  Attach the chariot to the 
team of horses, O inhabitress of Lachish.  The beginning of sin was 
what she was to the daughter of Zion, for in you the revolts of Israel 
have been found.   
 



· These words constitute part of a picture of defeat and appear to 
suggest that Lachish prepare for flight.  The sin of Lachish is not 
discussed elsewhere in Scripture.  Perhaps a form of idolatry 
introduced in Jerusalem originated at Lachish.  Or, the sin possibly 
involved Judah’s reliance on horses and chariots, which may have been 
received at Lachish from Egypt. 
 
 


