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~LINEN (239) 
·· Figurative Use 
 
· The thread or cloth made from flax. 
 
· And blue thread, and wool dyed reddish purple, and coccus 

scarlet material, and fine linen, and goats hair. (Exodus 25:4) 
 
· He, for his part, came as far as Lehi, and the Philistines, for their 

part, shouted exultantly at meeting him.  And Yehowah’s spirit 
became operative upon him, and the ropes that were upon his 
arms came to be like linen threads that have been scorched with 
fire, so that his fetters melted off his hands. (Judges 15:14) 

 
· Among the Hebrews, most garments were either woolen or linen. 
 
· As for a garment, in case the plague of leprosy develops in it, 

whether in a woolen garment or in a linen garment. (Leviticus 
13:47) 

 
· She has sought wool and linen, and she works at whatever is the 

delight of her hands. (Proverbs 31:13) 
 
· Coverlets she has made for herself.  Her clothing is of linen and 

wool dyed reddish purple. (Proverbs 31:22) 
 
· For their mother has committed fornication.  She that was 

pregnant with them has acted shamefully, for she has said;  I 
want to go after those passionately loving me, those giving my 
bread and my water, my wool and my linen, my oil and my drink. 
(Hosea 2:5) 

 
· Therefore I shall turn back and certainly take away my grain in 

its time and my sweet wine in its season, and I will snatch away 
my wool and my linen for covering her nakedness. (Hosea 2:9) 

 
· A mixture of the two materials was prohibited by the Law for 
non-priestly Israelite garments. 
 
· You must not wear mixed stuff of wool and linen together. 

(Deuteronomy 22:11) 
 



· Other items made from linen included belts. 
 
· This is what Yehowah has said to me;  Go, and you must get for 

yourself a linen belt and put it upon your hips, but you must not 
bring it into any water. (Jeremiah 13:1) 

 
· Sails. 
 
· Linen in various colors from Egypt your cloth expanse happened 

to be, in order for it to serve as your sail.  Blue thread and wool 
dyed reddish purple from the islands of Elishah are what your 
deck covering proved to be. (Ezekiel 27:7) 

 
· The Israelites, although evidently manufacturing their own linen, 
imported some linen from Egypt. 
 
· With coverlets I have bedecked my divan, with many-colored 

things, linen of Egypt. (Proverbs 7:16) 
 
· Linen varied in quality, as is indicated by Scriptural references to 
fine linen and fine fabric. 
 
· And I went on to clothe you with an embroidered garment and to 

shoe you with sealskin and to wrap you in fine linen and to cover 
you with costly material. (Ezekiel 16:10) 

 
· Edom was your merchant because of the abundance of your 

works.  For turquoise, wool dyed reddish purple and material of 
various colors and fine fabric and corals and rubies, your stores 
were given in exchange. (Ezekiel 27:16) 

 
· The wealthy, kings, and men of high governmental station wore 
linen of a superior quality. 
 
· With that Pharaoh removed his signet ring from his own hand 

and put it upon Joseph’s hand and clothed him with garments of 
fine linen and placed a necklace of gold about his neck. (Genesis 
41:42) 

 
· And David was dressed in a sleeveless coat of fine fabric, and 

also all the Levites carrying the Ark and the singers and 
Chenaniah the chief of the carrying by the singers, but upon 
David there was an ephod of linen. (1 Chronicles 15:27) 

 



· As for Mordecai, he went forth from before the king in royal 
apparel of blue and linen, with a great crown of gold, and a fine-
fabric cloak, even of wool dyed reddish purple.  And the city of 
Shushan itself cried out shrilly and was joyful. (Esther 8:15) 

 
· But a certain man was rich, and he used to deck himself with 

purple and linen, enjoying himself from day to day with 
magnificence. (Luke 16:19) 

 
· Jesus corpse was wrapped in clean, fine linen by Joseph, a rich 
man of Arimathea. 
 
· Now as it was late in the afternoon, there came a rich man of 

Arimathea, named Joseph, who had also himself become a 
disciple of Jesus. (Matthew 27:57) 

 
· This man went up to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus.  Then 

Pilate commanded it to be given over. (Matthew 27:58) 
 
· And Joseph took the body, wrapped it up in clean fine linen. 

(Matthew 27:59) 
 
· Fine linen yarn spun by Israelite women was used in making the 
ten tent cloths of the tabernacle, the curtain separating the Holy from 
the Most Holy, the screen for the entrance of the tabernacle, and the 
hangings of the courtyard as well as the screen of its gate. 
 
· And all the women who were wise of heart spun with their 

hands, and they kept bringing as yarn the blue thread and the 
wool dyed reddish purple, the coccus scarlet material and the 
fine linen. (Exodus 35:25) 

 
· And all the wise-hearted among those doing the work went 

making the tabernacle, the ten tent cloths of fine twisted linen 
and blue thread and wool dyed reddish purple and coccus scarlet 
material, with cherubs, the work of an embroiderer, he made 
them. (Exodus 36:8) 

 
· And he proceeded to make a curtain of blue thread and wool 

dyed reddish purple and coccus scarlet material and fine twisted 
linen.  With the work of an embroiderer he made it with cherubs. 
(Exodus 36:35) 

 
· And he went on to make a screen for the entrance of the tent out 



of blue thread and wool dyed reddish purple and coccus scarlet 
material and fine twisted linen, the work of a weaver. (Exodus 
36:37) 

 
· All the hangings of the courtyard round about were of fine 

twisted linen. (Exodus 38:16) 
 
· And the screen of the gate of the courtyard was the work of a 

weaver, of blue thread and wool dyed reddish purple and coccus 
scarlet material and fine twisted linen, and twenty cubits was the 
length, and the height throughout its extent was five cubits 
equally with the hangings of the courtyard. (Exodus 38:18) 

 
· Fine twisted linen was also used in the High Priest’s girdle, 
ephod, and breastpiece. 
 
· Accordingly he made the ephod of gold, blue thread and wool 

dyed reddish purple and coccus scarlet material and fine twisted 
linen. (Exodus 39:2) 

 
· Then they beat plates of gold to thin sheets, and he cut out 

threads to work in among the blue thread and the wool dyed 
reddish purple and the coccus scarlet material and the fine linen, 
as the work of an embroiderer. (Exodus 39:3) 

 
· And the girdle, which was upon it for tying it close, was of the 

same material according to its workmanship, of gold, blue 
thread, and wool dyed reddish purple and coccus scarlet material 
and fine twisted linen, just as Yehowah had commanded Moses. 
(Exodus 39:5) 

 
· Then he made the breastpiece with the workmanship of an 

embroiderer, like the workmanship of the ephod, out of gold, 
blue thread and wool dyed reddish purple and coccus scarlet 
material and fine twisted linen. (Exodus 39:8) 

 
· Robes of fine linen were likewise made for the other priests. 
 
· Next they made the robes of fine linen, the workmanship of a 

loom worker, for Aaron and his sons. (Exodus 39:27) 
 
· And the turban of fine linen and the ornamental headgears of 

fine linen and the linen drawers of fine twisted linen. (Exodus 
39:28) 



 
· And the sash of fine twisted linen and blue thread and wool dyed 

reddish purple and coccus scarlet material, the work of a weaver, 
just as Yehowah had commanded Moses. (Exodus 39:29) 

 
· In the case of curtains and garments for use in the sanctuary, it 
seems that linen was the basic cloth used and that dyed wool and gold 
were embroidered on for decorative effect. 
 
· He has filled them with wisdom of heart to do all the work of a 

craftsman and an embroiderer and of a weaver in blue thread 
and wool dyed reddish purple, in coccus scarlet material and fine 
linen, and of a loom worker, men doing every sort of work and 
designing devices. (Exodus 35:35) 

 
· And with him was Oholiab the son of Ahisamach of the tribe of 

Dan, a craftsman and embroiderer and weaver in the blue thread 
and the wool dyed reddish purple and coccus scarlet material and 
fine linen. (Exodus 38:23) 

 
·· Figurative Use 
 
· Babylon the Great is depicted as being arrayed in fine linen and 
purple and scarlet, representing luxury. 
 
· Saying;  Too bad, too bad, the great city, clothed with fine linen 

and purple and scarlet, and richly adorned with gold ornament 
and precious stone and pearl. (Revelation 18:16) 

 
· But in the case of the bride of Christ the fine linen of her apparel 
is clearly said to represent the righteous acts of the holy ones.  
Likewise the heavenly armies are shown clothed in white, clean, fine 
linen, indicative of their carrying on war in righteousness. 
 
· Yes, it has been granted to her to be arrayed in bright, clean, fine 

linen, for the fine linen stands for the righteous acts of the holy 
ones. (Revelation 19:8) 

 
· And I saw the heaven opened, and, look!  A white horse.  And the 

one seated upon it is called Faithful and True, and he judges and 
carries on war in righteousness. (Revelation 19:11) 

 
· Also, the armies that were in heaven were following him on 

white horses, and they were clothed in white, clean, fine linen. 



(Revelation 19:14) 
 
· I also proceeded to raise my eyes and see, and here was a certain 

man clothed in linen, with his hips girded with gold of Uphaz. 
(Daniel 10:5) 

 
· And the seven angels with the seven plagues emerged from the 

sanctuary, clothed with clean, bright linen and girded about their 
breasts with golden girdles. (Revelation 15:6) 

 
See Also FLAX 
 
 


