
Copyright © 2006 - By Jerome Cameron Goodwin – All Rights Reserved 

 
 
~LIP (242) 
[Hebrew, sa-phah', Greek, khei'los] 
 
· Being a part of the mouth and having much to do with formation 
of words, lip;  Hebrew, sa-phah', Greek, khei'los is used figuratively for 
speech or language. 
 
· The rod of haughtiness is in the mouth of the foolish one, but the 

very lips of the wise ones will guard them. (Proverbs 14:3) 
 
· In the Law it is written:  With the tongues of foreigners and with 

the lips of strangers I will speak to this people, and yet not even 
then will they give heed to me, says Yehowah. (1 Corinthians 
14:21) 

 
· And is occasionally used in parallelism with tongue. 
 
· Safeguard your tongue against what is bad, and your lips against 

speaking deception. (Psalms 34:13) 
 
· It is the lip of truth that will be firmly established forever, but 

the tongue of falsehood will be only as long as a moment. 
(Proverbs 12:19) 

 
· And with mouth. 
 
· That my lips have opened up to say and that my mouth has 

spoken when I was in sore straits. (Psalms 66:14) 
 
· The mouth of the stupid one is the ruin of him, and his lips are a 

snare for his soul. (Proverbs 18:7) 
 
· Before the confusion of language at Babel, all the earth 
continued to be of one language, literally, one lip, and of one set of 
words.  
 
· Now all the earth continued to be of one language and of one set 

of words. (Genesis 11:1) 
 
· After that Yehowah said;  Look!  They are one people and there is 

one language for them all, and this is what they start to do.  Why, 
now there is nothing that they may have in mind to do that will 



be unattainable for them. (Genesis 11:6) 
 
· Come now!  Let us go down and there confuse their language 

that they may not listen to one another’s language. (Genesis 
11:7) 

 
· Accordingly Yehowah scattered them from there over all the 

surface of the earth, and they gradually left off building the city. 
(Genesis 11:8) 

 
· That is why its name was called Babel, because there Yehowah 

had confused the language of all the earth, and Yehowah had 
scattered them from there over all the surface of the earth. 
(Genesis 11:9) 

 
· As a reminder he laid it upon Joseph himself, when he was going 

forth over the land of Egypt.  A language that I did not know I 
kept hearing. (Psalms 81:5) 

 
· In that day there will prove to be five cities in the land of Egypt 

speaking the language of Canaan and swearing to Yehowah of 
armies.  The City of Tearing Down will one city be called. (Isaiah 
19:18) 

 
· God promised through the prophet Zephaniah to give to peoples 
the change to a pure language, lip, thus they would unitedly speak in 
praise of Yehowah and his righteous purposes by Christ Jesus. 
 
· For then I shall give to peoples the change to a pure language, in 

order for them all to call upon the name of Yehowah, in order to 
serve him shoulder to shoulder. (Zephaniah 3:9) 

 
· It is the lip of truth that will be firmly established forever, but 

the tongue of falsehood will be only as long as a moment. 
(Proverbs 12:19) 

 
· The lips are no sure index of what is in the heart, since they can 
be used by the individual to utter hypocritical speech. 
 
· This people honors me with their lips, yet their heart is far 

removed from me. (Matthew 15:8) 
 
· However, the lips cannot hide the true condition of the heart 
from God. 



 
· And there is not a creation that is not manifest to his sight, but 

all things are naked and openly exposed to the eyes of him with 
whom we have an accounting. (Hebrews 4:13) 

 
· And they will eventually bring forth what is in the heart. 
 
· As a silver glazing overlaid upon a fragment of earthenware are 

fervent lips along with a bad heart. (Proverbs 26:23) 
 
· With his lips the hater makes himself unrecognizable, but inside 

of him he puts deception. (Proverbs 26:24) 
 
· Although he makes his voice gracious, do not believe in him, for 

there are seven detestable things in his heart. (Proverbs 26:25) 
 
· Hatred is covered over by deceit.  His badness will be uncovered 

in the congregation. (Proverbs 26:26) 
 
· Offspring of vipers, how can you speak good things, when you 

are wicked?  For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth 
speaks. (Matthew 12:34) 

 
· Moses wanted to excuse himself from speaking before Pharaoh 
because he was uncircumcised in lips, that is, as though his lips had a 
foreskin over them and hence were too long and thick to utter speech 
with ease.  He may have had some sort of speech impediment. 
 
· However, Moses spoke before Yehowah, saying;  Look!  The sons 

of Israel have not listened to me, and how will Pharaoh ever 
listen to me, as I am uncircumcised in lips? (Exodus 6:12) 

 
· Then Moses said before Yehowah;  Look!  I am uncircumcised in 

lips, so how will Pharaoh ever listen to me? (Exodus 6:30) 
 
· Isaiah, when called by Yehowah, wished to serve but lamented 
that he was as good as brought to silence because he, a man unclean in 
lips, had seen Yehowah in vision, and he was unfit to carry God’s clean 
message.  Yehowah then caused Isaiah’s lips to be cleansed. 
 
· And I proceeded to say;  Woe to me!  For I am as good as 

brought to silence, because a man unclean in lips I am, and in 
among a people unclean in lips I am dwelling, for my eyes have 
seen the King, Yehowah of armies, himself! (Isaiah 6:5) 



 
· At that, one of the seraphs flew to me, and in his hand there was 

a glowing coal that he had taken with tongs off the altar. (Isaiah 
6:6) 

 
· And he proceeded to touch my mouth and to say;  Look!  This has 

touched your lips, and your error has departed and your sin itself 
is atoned for. (Isaiah 6:7) 

 
· You are already clean because of the word that I have spoken to 

you. (John 15:3) 
 
· Turn away, turn away, get out of there, touch nothing unclean, 

get out from the midst of her, keep yourselves clean, you who 
are carrying the utensils of Yehowah. (Isaiah 52:11) 

 
· Therefore get out from among them, and separate yourselves, 

says Yehowah, and quit touching the unclean thing, and I will 
take you in. (2 Corinthians 6:17) 

 
· Hosea’s prophecy encouraged Israel to offer to Yehowah the 
young bulls of their lips, representing sacrifices of sincere praise. 
 
· Take with yourselves words and come back to Yehowah.  Say to 

him, all you people, May you pardon error, and accept what is 
good, and we will offer in return the young bulls of our lips. 
(Hosea 14:2) 

 
· The apostle Paul alludes to this prophecy when he exhorts fellow 
believers to offer to God a sacrifice of praise, that is, the fruit of lips 
which make public declaration to his name. 
 
· Through him let us always offer to God a sacrifice of praise, that 

is, the fruit of lips which make public declaration to his name. 
(Hebrews 13:15) 

 
· Figuratively, a smooth lip denotes deceptive speech. 
 
· Untruth they keep speaking one to the other, with a smooth lip 

they keep speaking even with a double heart. (Psalms 12:2) 
 
· Yehowah will cut off all smooth lips, the tongue speaking great 

things. (Psalms 12:3) 
 



· Such lips, as well as harsh or lying ones, can be damaging 
wounding deeply like a sword or poisoning like a viper. 
 
· Look!  They make a bubbling forth with their mouth, swords are 

on their lips, for who is listening? (Psalms 59:7) 
 
· They have sharpened their tongue like that of a serpent, the 

venom of the horned viper is under their lips. (Psalms 140:3) 
 
· Their throat is an opened grave, they have used deceit with their 

tongues.  Poison of asps is behind their lips. (Romans 3:13) 
 
· A person, opening wide his lips, is one who speaks thoughtlessly 
or unwisely. 
 
· The one guarding his mouth is keeping his soul.  The one opening 

wide his lips, he will have ruin. (Proverbs 13:3) 
 
· It can bring him to ruin, for God holds everyone accountable for 
his words. 
 
· The utterance of your lips you should keep, and you must do just 

as you have vowed to Yehowah your God as a voluntary offering 
that you spoke of with your mouth. (Deuteronomy 23:23) 

 
· However, if she at all happens to belong to a husband, and her 

vow is upon her or the thoughtless promise of her lips that she 
has bound upon her soul. (Numbers 30:6) 

 
· And her husband actually hears it and keeps silent toward her on 

the day of his hearing it, her vows must also stand or her 
abstinence vows that she has bound upon her soul will stand. 
(Numbers 30:7) 

 
· But if her husband on the day of hearing it forbids her, he has 

also annulled her vow that was upon her or the thoughtless 
promise of her lips that she bound upon her soul, and Yehowah 
will forgive her. (Numbers 30:8) 

 
· By the transgression of the lips the bad person is ensnared, but 

the righteous one gets out of distress. (Proverbs 12:13) 
 
· But he said to her;  As one of the senseless women speaks, you 

speak also.  Shall we accept merely what is good from the true 



God and not accept also what is bad?  In all this Job did not sin 
with his lips. (Job 2:10) 

 
· I tell you that every unprofitable saying that men speak, they will 

render an account concerning it on Judgment Day. (Matthew 
12:36) 

 
· For by your words you will be declared righteous, and by your 

words you will be condemned. (Matthew 12:37) 
 
 


