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~LYSTRA (170) 
(Lys'tra) 
 
· A city of Lycaonia, a region in the south-central part of Asia 
Minor.  Lystra has been identified with a mound to the North of 
Hatunsaray, situated in a fertile, well-watered area about 32 
kilometers (20 miles) South-Southwest of Konya or Iconium. 
 
· It was to Lystra in the Roman province of Galatia that the apostle 
Paul and Barnabas came after being forced to leave Iconium because 
of an attempt to have them stoned.  The city was then a Roman colony, 
having earlier been made such by Augustus.   
 
· The native inhabitants, however, continued to speak the 
Lycaonian language.  After Paul healed a man lame from birth, the 
crowds concluded that he and Barnabas were incarnated gods, Hermes 
and Zeus.   
 
· Barely were they able to restrain the people from sacrificing to 
them.  Later, however, Jews from Iconium and Pisidian Antioch so 
stirred up the inhabitants of Lystra against Paul that they stoned him 
and dragged his body outside the city, imagining him to be dead.   
 
· Afterward, when surrounded by fellow Christians, Paul got up, 
entered Lystra, and then, accompanied by Barnabas, left the next day 
for Derbe. 
 
· Now in Iconium they entered together into the synagogue of the 

Jews and spoke in such a manner that a great multitude of both 
Jews and Greeks became believers. (Acts of Apostles 14:1) 

 
· Now when a violent attempt took place on the part of both 

people of the nations and Jews with their rulers, to treat them 
insolently and pelt them with stones. (Acts of Apostles 14:5) 

 
· They, on being informed of it, fled to the cities of Lycaonia, Lystra 

and Derbe and the country round about. (Acts of Apostles 14:6) 
 
· And there they went on declaring the Good News. (Acts of 

Apostles 14:7) 
 
· Now in Lystra there was sitting a certain man disabled in his feet, 



lame from his mother’s womb, and he had never walked at all. 
(Acts of Apostles 14:8) 

 
· This man was listening to Paul speak, who, on looking at him 

intently and seeing he had faith to be made well. (Acts of 
Apostles 14:9) 

 
· Said with a loud voice;  Stand up erect on your feet.  And he 

leaped up and began walking. (Acts of Apostles 14:10) 
 
· And the crowds, seeing what Paul had done, raised their voices, 

saying in the Lycaonian tongue;  The gods have become like 
human’s and have come down to us! (Acts of Apostles 14:11) 

 
· And they went calling Barnabas Zeus, but Paul Hermes, since he 

was the one taking the lead in speaking. (Acts of Apostles 14:12) 
 
· And the priest of Zeus, whose temple was before the city, 

brought bulls and garlands to the gates and was desiring to offer 
sacrifices with the crowds. (Acts of Apostles 14:13) 

 
· However, when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of it, they 

ripped their outer garments and leaped out into the crowd, 
crying out. (Acts of Apostles 14:14) 

 
· And saying;  Men, why are you doing these things?  We also are 

human’s having the same infirmities as you do, and are declaring 
the Good News to you, for you to turn from these vain things to 
the living God, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea 
and all the things in them. (Acts of Apostles 14:15) 

 
· In the past generations he permitted all the nations to go on in 

their ways. (Acts of Apostles 14:16) 
 
· Although, indeed, he did not leave himself without witness in 

that he did good, giving you rains from heaven and fruitful 
seasons, filling your hearts to the full with food and good cheer. 
(Acts of Apostles 14:17) 

 
· And yet by saying these things they scarcely restrained the 

crowds from sacrificing to them. (Acts of Apostles 14:18) 
 
· But Jews arrived from Antioch and Iconium and persuaded the 

crowds, and they stoned Paul and dragged him outside the city, 



imagining he was dead. (Acts of Apostles 14:19) 
 
· However, when the disciples surrounded him, he rose up and 

entered into the city.  And on the next day he left with Barnabas 
for Derbe. (Acts of Apostles 14:20) 

 
· Subsequent to their activity at Derbe, Paul and Barnabas 
returned to Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch.  They strengthened and 
encouraged the disciples associated with the newly established 
Christian congregations in those cities and appointed older men. 
 
· And after declaring the Good News to that city and making quite 

a few disciples, they returned to Lystra and to Iconium and to 
Antioch. (Acts of Apostles 14:21) 

 
· Strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to 

remain in the faith and saying;  We must enter into the kingdom 
of God through many tribulations. (Acts of Apostles 14:22) 

 
· Moreover, they appointed older men for them in each 

congregation and, offering prayer with fastings, they committed 
them to Yehowah in whom they had become believers. (Acts of 
Apostles 14:23) 

 
· Later, after the circumcision issue was settled by the apostles 
and older men of the Jerusalem congregation circa 49 C.E, Paul again 
visited Derbe and Lystra.  The reference to this at; 
 
· So he arrived at Derbe and also at Lystra.  And, look!  A certain 

disciple was there by the name of Timothy, the son of a believing 
Jewish woman but of a Greek father. (Acts of Apostles 16:1) 

 
· Could be understood to mean that the young man Timothy 
resided at either Lystra or nearby Derbe.  But the evidence seems to 
favor Lystra.  For while Derbe is not mentioned again in connection 
with Timothy; 
 
· And he was well reported on by the brothers in Lystra and 

Iconium. (Acts of Apostles 16:2) 
 
· Specifically states that Timothy was well reported on by the 
brothers in Lystra and Iconium. 
 



· Also, let these be tested as to fitness first, then let them serve as 
ministers, as they are free from accusation. 
 
· Also, let these be tested as to fitness first, then let them serve as 
ministers, as they are free from accusation. (1 Timothy 3:10) 
  
· Women should likewise be serious, not slanderous, moderate in 

habits, faithful in all things. (1 Timothy 3:11) 
 
·  had made such good progress that Paul chose him as a traveling 
companion. 
 
· Paul expressed the desire for this man to go out with him, and he 

took him and circumcised him because of the Jews that were in 
those places, for one and all knew that his father was a Greek. 
(Acts of Apostles 16:3) 

 
· When the apostle Paul visited various places in the country of 
Galatia on his third missionary tour, he may also have stopped at 
Lystra. 
 
· And when he had passed some time there he departed and went 

from place to place through the country of Galatia and Phrygia, 
strengthening all the disciples. (Acts of Apostles 18:23) 

 
 


