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~MANASSEH 1 (92) 
(Ma-nas'seh) [One Making Forgetful, One Who Makes Forget]  
 
· Joseph’s firstborn son and a grandson of Jacob.  After Joseph 
became Egypt’s food administrator, Pharaoh gave him Asenath, the 
daughter of Potiphera the priest of On, as a wife, and she bore Joseph 
two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim.   
 
· Joseph named his firstborn Manasseh, because, he said;  God has 
made me forget all my trouble and all the house of my father. 
 
· After that Pharaoh called Joseph’s name Zaphenathpaneah and 

gave him Asenath the daughter of Potiphera the priest of On as a 
wife.  And Joseph began to go out over the land of Egypt. 
(Genesis 41:45) 

 
· And before the year of the famine arrived there were born to 

Joseph two sons, whom Asenath the daughter of Potiphera the 
priest of On bore to him. (Genesis 41:50) 

 
· So Joseph called the name of the firstborn Manasseh, because, to 

quote him, God has made me forget all my trouble and all the 
house of my father. (Genesis 41:51) 

 
· And the name of the second he called Ephraim, because, to quote 

him, God has made me fruitful in the land of my wretchedness. 
(Genesis 41:52) 

 
· When Jacob blessed Manasseh and Ephraim, he persisted in 
putting his right hand on Ephraim and his left on Manasseh, thereby 
placing the younger Ephraim before Manasseh. 
 
· Joseph now took the two of them, Ephraim by his right hand to 

Israel’s left, and Manasseh by his left hand to Israel’s right, and 
brought them close to him. (Genesis 48:13) 

 
· However, Israel put out his right hand and placed it on Ephraim’s 

head, although he was the younger, and his left hand upon 
Manasseh’s head.  He purposely laid his hands so, since 
Manasseh was the firstborn. (Genesis 48:14) 

 
· And he proceeded to bless Joseph and to say;  The true God 



before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac walked;  The true 
God who has been shepherding me during all my existence until 
this day. (Genesis 48:15) 

 
· The angel who has been recovering me from all calamity, bless 

the boys.  And let my name be called upon them and the name of 
my fathers, Abraham and Isaac.  And let them increase to a 
multitude in the midst of the earth. (Genesis 48:16) 

 
· When Joseph saw that his father kept his right hand placed on 

Ephraim’s head, it was displeasing to him, and he tried to take 
hold of his father’s hand to remove it from Ephraim’s head to 
Manasseh’s head. (Genesis 48:17) 

 
· Hence Joseph said to his father;  Not so, my father, because this 

is the firstborn.  Put your right hand on his head. (Genesis 48:18) 
 
· But his father kept refusing and said;  I know it, my son, I know 

it.  He too will become a people and he too will become great.  
But, just the same, his younger brother will become greater than 
he will, and his offspring will become the full equivalent of 
nations. (Genesis 48:19) 

 
· And he continued to bless them on that day, saying;  By means of 

you let Israel repeatedly pronounce blessing, saying;  May God 
constitute you like Ephraim and like Manasseh.  Thus he kept 
putting Ephraim before Manasseh. (Genesis 48:20) 

 
· As indicated thereby, Ephraim was to become greater than 
Manasseh. 
 
· Manasseh had sons by a Syrian concubine. 
 
· The sons of Manasseh were Asriel, whom his Syrian concubine 

bore.  She bore Machir the father of Gilead. (1 Chronicles 7:14) 
 
· And Joseph lived long enough to see the sons of Manasseh’s son 
Machir. 
 
· And Joseph continued to dwell in Egypt, he and the house of his 

father, and Joseph lived for a hundred and ten years. (Genesis 
50:22) 

 
· And Joseph got to see Ephraim’s sons of the third generation, 



also the sons of Machir, Manasseh’s son.  They were born upon 
Joseph’s knees. (Genesis 50:23) 

 
 


