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~MERATHAIM (42) 
(Mer-a-tha'im) [probably, Double Rebellion]  
 
· A designation applying to Babylon or, possibly, to a particular 
territory in Babylonia. 
 
· Against the land of Merathaim, come up against her and against 

the inhabitants of Pekod.  Let there be a massacre and a devoting 
to destruction close upon them, is the utterance of Yehowah, and 
do according to all that I have commanded you. (Jeremiah 
50:21) 

 
· O how the forge hammer of all the earth has been cut down and 

gets broken!  O how Babylon has become a mere object of 
astonishment among the nations! (Jeremiah 50:23) 

 
· I have laid a snare for you and you have also been caught, O 

Babylon, and you yourself did not know it.  You were found and 
also taken hold of, for it was against Yehowah that you excited 
yourself. (Jeremiah 50:24) 

 
· It may allude to the nar marratu of Babylonian inscriptions, 
considered to be the Persian Gulf where the Tigris and Euphrates rivers 
enter into it.  
 
· It is evidently a play on the Hebrew verb ma-rah', be rebellious.  
As a dual form derived from ma-rah', Merathaim may point to the 
intensity of Babylon’s rebellion.  From the days of its founder Nimrod, 
Babylon’s course was one of rebellion against Yehowah. 
 
· And Cush became father to Nimrod.  He made the start in 

becoming a mighty one in the earth. (Genesis 10:8) 
 
· He displayed himself a mighty hunter in opposition to Yehowah.  

That is why there is a saying;  Just like Nimrod a mighty hunter 
in opposition to Yehowah. (Genesis 10:9) 

 
· And the beginning of his kingdom came to be Babel and Erech 

and Accad and Calneh, in the land of Shinar. (Genesis 10:10) 
 
 


