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~MESOPOTAMIA (131) 
(Mes-o-po-ta'mi-a) [from Greek, meaning, Land Between Rivers]  
 
· The Greek term for the stretch of land located between the Tigris 
and Euphrates rivers.  It apparently corresponds to the Hebrew 
designation of related meaning, Aram-naharaim . [Psalms 60:Sup] 
 
· In fact, the translators of the Greek Septuagint usually rendered, 
Aram-naharaim  as Mesopotamia. 
 
See Also ARAM 5 
 
· The application of the term Mesopotamia varies both in ancient 
and modern usage.  Basically, in a broad sense, it embraces the entire 
region that lies between the Tigris and the Euphrates and stretches 
from the Persian Gulf in the South to the mountains of Turkey and Iran 
in the North.   
 
· This would include the alluvial plain of ancient Babylonia 
extending some 400 kilometers (250 miles) to the South of Baghdad.  
In a narrower sense, however, Babylonia is excluded, only the region 
to the North being termed Mesopotamia.   
 
· This northern region consists of a low undulating plateau having 
numerous enclosed basins.  It is also a rocky area.  
 
See Also BABYLON 2 
 
· Evidence for the broad usage of the designation in the First 
Century C.E. is found at. (Acts of Chapter Apostles 7) 
 
· Where Stephen spoke of Abraham as residing in Mesopotamia 
while yet at Ur, a city of Babylonia.  But it is not possible to establish 
with certainty whether the Hebrew, Aram-naharaim , likewise included 
Babylonia.  Whenever there is a basis for determining the general 
geographic location mentioned in the Hebrew Scriptures, the northern 
area around Haran. 
 
· Hence Abraham said to his servant, the oldest one of his 

household, who was managing all he had;  Put your hand, please, 
under my thigh. (Genesis 24:2) 

 



· As I must have you swear by Yehowah, the God of the heavens 
and the God of the earth, that you will not take a wife for my son 
from the daughters of the Canaanites in among whom I am 
dwelling. (Genesis 24:3) 

 
· But you will go to my country and to my relatives, and you will 

certainly take a wife for my son, for Isaac. (Genesis 24:4) 
 
· So the servant took ten camels from the camels of his master and 

proceeded to go with every sort of good thing of his masters in 
his hand.  Then he rose and got on his way to Mesopotamia to 
the city of Nahor. (Genesis 24:10) 

 
· Or the northern mountainous region around Pethor. 
 
· For the reason that they did not come to your aid with bread and 

water in the way when you were going out of Egypt, and because 
they hired against you Balaam the son of Beor from Pethor of 
Mesopotamia to call down evil upon you. (Deuteronomy 23:4) 

 
· Then he took up his proverbial utterance and said, From Aram 

Balak the king of Moab tried to conduct me, from the mountains 
of the east;  Do come, do curse Jacob for me.  Yes, do come, do 
denounce Israel. (Numbers 23:7) 

 
· Is included under the designation, Aram-naharaim , Mesopotamia.  
Although the extent of the area under the control of Mesopotamian 
King Cushan-rishathaim, the oppressor of Israel in the time of Judge 
Othniel, is uncertain, the seat of his government may also have been in 
the North. 
 
· At this Yehowah’s anger blazed against Israel, so that he sold 

them into the hand of Cushan-rishathaim the king of 
Mesopotamia, and the sons of Israel continued to serve Cushan-
rishathaim eight years. (Judges 3:8) 

 
· And the sons of Israel began to call to Yehowah for aid.  Then 

Yehowah raised a savior up for the sons of Israel that he might 
save them, Othniel the son of Kenaz, the younger brother of 
Caleb. (Judges 3:9) 

 
· The spirit of Yehowah now came upon him, and he became the 

judge of Israel.  When he went out to battle, then Yehowah gave 
Cushan-rishathaim the king of Syria into his hand so that his 



hand overpowered Cushan-rishathaim. (Judges 3:10) 
 
· It was probably from northern Mesopotamia that Ammonite King 
Hanun hired chariots and horsemen for his fight against King David. 
 
· In time the sons of Ammon saw that they had become foul-

smelling to David, and Hanun and the sons of Ammon proceeded 
to send a thousand silver talents to hire for themselves chariots 
and horsemen from Mesopotamia and from Aram-maacah and 
from Zobah. (1 Chronicles 19:6) 

 
· Thus they hired for themselves thirty-two thousand chariots and 

the king of Maacah and his people.  Then they came in and 
camped before Medeba, and as for the sons of Ammon, they 
gathered together from their cities and now came in for the war. 
(1 Chronicles 19:7) 

 
See Also CUSHAN-RISHATHAIM 
 
· Among the Jews and proselytes present at Jerusalem for the 
Festival of Pentecost in 33 C.E, there were inhabitants of Mesopotamia. 
 
· Now while the day of the festival of Pentecost was in progress 

they were all together at the same place. (Acts of Apostles 2:1) 
 
· And suddenly there occurred from heaven a noise just like that of 

a rushing stiff breeze, and it filled the whole house in which they 
were sitting. (Acts of Apostles 2:2) 

 
· Parthians and Medes and Elamites, and the inhabitants of 

Mesopotamia, and Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and the district 
of Asia. (Acts of Apostles 2:9) 

 
· These could have included residents from the southern part of 
that land, namely, Babylonia.  In this regard it is noteworthy that the 
historian Josephus reports that a great number of Jews were in 
Babylonia in the First Century B.C.E. [Jewish Antiquities, XV, 14, ii, 2] 
 
 


