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~MORTAR 2 (116) 
 
· A composition that is applied between bricks and stones to 
cement them together, as in a wall, or that is used as a wall coating. 
 
· And they must take other stones and insert them in the place of 

the former stones, and he will have different clay mortar taken, 
and he must have the house plastered. (Leviticus 14:42) 

 
· And he must have the house pulled down with its stones and its 

timbers and all the clay mortar of the house and must have it 
carried forth outside the city to an unclean place. (Leviticus 
14:45) 

 
· And according to all my power I have prepared for the house of 

my God the gold for the goldwork, and the silver for the 
silverwork, and the copper for the copperwork, the iron for the 
ironwork, and the timbers for the timberwork, onyx stones, and 
stones to be set with hard mortar, and mosaic pebbles, and every 
precious stone, and alabaster stones in great quantity. (1 
Chronicles 29:2) 

 
· O woman afflicted, tempest-tossed, uncomforted, here I am 

laying with hard mortar your stones, and I will lay your 
foundation with sapphires. (Isaiah 54:11) 

 
· Take in your hand great stones, and you must hide them in the 

mortar in the terrace of bricks that is at the entrance of the 
house of Pharaoh in Tahpanhes before the eyes of the Jewish 
men. (Jeremiah 43:9) 

 
· A weather-resistant mixture, properly termed, mortar, of lime, 
sand, and water was used in the construction of the finer homes in 
ancient Palestine. 
 
·  Another type of mortar, used as plaster, was prepared by 
blending sand, ashes, and lime.  Sometimes oil was added to the 
mixture, or the wall was coated with oil after it was plastered, to 
produce a nearly waterproof surface.  
 



· In Egypt, even up to modern times, mortar used for wall plaster 
has been composed of two parts clay, one part lime, and one part straw 
and ashes. 
 
· Instead of conventional mortar, the builders of the Tower of 
Babel used bitumen, which, served as mortar for them. 
 
· And they began to say, each one to the other;  Come on!  Let us 

make bricks and bake them with a burning process.  So brick 
served as stone for them, but bitumen served as mortar for them. 
(Genesis 11:3) 

 
· The later Babylonians likely obtained their bitumen for mortar 
from the subterranean fountains near the city of Hit located not far 
from Babylon on the Euphrates River.  According to Herodotus [I, 179], 
hot asphalt, bitumen, was used as cement, or mortar, when building up 
the sides of Babylon’s moat and when constructing the city’s wall. 
 
· While the Israelites were slaves in Egypt, the Egyptians kept 
making their life bitter with hard slavery at clay mortar and bricks. 
 
· And they kept making their life bitter with hard slavery at clay 

mortar and bricks and with every form of slavery in the field, yes, 
every form of slavery of theirs in which they used them as slaves 
under tyranny. (Exodus 1:14) 

 
· The mortar was mixed to about the consistency of molasses, 
usually by trampling it with the feet.  Chopped straw was combined 
with the mortar to increase the cohesiveness of the mixture.   
 
· Later, in their own land, clay mortar and mud bricks served the 
Israelites as basic building materials in areas where little good-quality 
building stone was available. 
 
· Mud bricks were not lastingly resistant to wet weather.  
Therefore, in order to protect a new wall or to save and strengthen a 
damaged wall, a coat of mortar, or plaster, was sometimes applied.   
 
· However, if only whitewash or bad mortar containing little or no 
lime was daubed on such a wall, it could not be expected to withstand 
severe storms. 
 
· Say to those plastering with whitewash that it will fall.  A 

flooding downpour will certainly occur, and you, O hailstones, 



will fall, and a blast of windstorms itself will cause a splitting. 
(Ezekiel 13:11) 

 
· And, look!  The wall must fall.  Will it not be said to you men, 

Where is the coating with which you did the plastering? (Ezekiel 
13:12) 

 
· Therefore this is what the Sovereign Lord Yehowah has said;  I 

will also cause a blast of windstorms to burst forth in my rage, 
and in my anger there will occur a flooding downpour, and in 
rage there will be hailstones for an extermination. (Ezekiel 
13:13) 

 
· And I will tear down the wall that you men have plastered with 

whitewash and bring it into contact with the earth, and its 
foundation must be exposed.  And she will certainly fall, and you 
must come to an end in the midst of her, and you will have to 
know that I am Yehowah. (Ezekiel 13:14) 

 
· And I will bring my rage to its finish upon the wall and upon 

those plastering it with whitewash, and I shall say to you men;  
The wall is no more, and those plastering it are no more. (Ezekiel 
13:15) 

 
· The prophets of Israel that are prophesying to Jerusalem and 

that are visioning for her a vision of peace, when there is no 
peace, is the utterance of the Sovereign Lord Yehowah. (Ezekiel 
13:16) 

 
 


