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~NAOMI (339) 
(Na'o-mi) [My Pleasantness]  
 
· Mother-in-law of Ruth, who was an ancestress of David and of 
Jesus Christ. 
 
· Salmon became father to Boaz by Rahab.  Boaz became father to 

Obed by Ruth.  Obed became father to Jesse. (Matthew 1:5) 
 
· Naomi was the wife of Elimelech, an Ephrathite of Bethlehem in 
Judah, in the days of the Judges.  During a severe famine she and her 
husband and their two sons, Mahlon and Chilion, moved to Moab.  
There Elimelech died.  The sons then married Moabite women, Ruth 
and Orpah, but about ten years later these sons died childless. 
 
· Now it came about in the days when the judges administered 

justice that a famine arose in the land, and a man proceeded to 
go from Bethlehem in Judah to reside as an alien in the fields of 
Moab, he with his wife and his two sons. (Ruth 1:1) 

 
· And the man’s name was Elimelech, and his wife’s name Naomi, 

and the names of his two sons were Mahlon and Chilion, 
Ephrathites from Bethlehem in Judah.  Eventually they came to 
the fields of Moab and continued there. (Ruth 1:2) 

 
· In time Elimelech the husband of Naomi died, so that she 

remained with her two sons. (Ruth 1:3) 
 
· Later the men took wives for themselves, Moabite women.  The 

name of the one was Orpah, and the name of the other Ruth.  
And they went on dwelling there for about ten years. (Ruth 1:4) 

 
· In time the two of them, Mahlon and Chilion, also died, so that 

the woman remained without her two children and her husband. 
(Ruth 1:5) 

 
· The bereaved Naomi decided to return to Judah.  Her two 
widowed daughters-in-law started to accompany her, but Naomi 
recommended that they return and marry in their own land, for Naomi 
herself had grown too old to get to belong to a husband and could 
provide no sons as husbands for them.  Orpah turned back, but Ruth 
stuck with Naomi, out of love for Naomi and her God Yehowah. 



 
· And she proceeded to get up with her daughters-in-law and to 

return from the fields of Moab, for she had heard in the field of 
Moab that Yehowah had turned his attention to his people by 
giving them bread. (Ruth 1:6) 

 
· And she went her way out from the place where she had 

continued, and both of her daughters-in-law were with her, and 
they kept walking on the road to return to the land of Judah. 
(Ruth 1:7) 

 
· Finally Naomi said to both of her daughters-in-law;  Go, return, 

each one to the house of her mother.  May Yehowah exercise 
loving-kindness toward you, just as you have exercised it toward 
the men now dead and toward me. (Ruth 1:8) 

 
· May Yehowah make a gift to you, and do you find a resting-place 

each one in the house of her husband.  Then she kissed them, 
and they began to raise their voices and weep. (Ruth 1:9) 

 
· And they kept saying to her;  No, but with you we shall return to 

your people. (Ruth 1:10) 
 
· But Naomi said;  Return, my daughters.  Why should you go with 

me?  Do I still have sons in my inward parts, and will they have 
to become your husband’s? (Ruth 1:11) 

 
· Return, my daughters, go, for I have grown too old to get to 

belong to a husband.  If I had said I had hope also that I should 
certainly become a husband’s tonight and also should certainly 
bear sons. (Ruth 1:12) 

 
· Would you keep waiting for them until they could grow up?  

Would you keep yourselves secluded for them so as not to 
become a husband’s?  No, my daughters, for it is very bitter to 
me because of you, that the hand of Yehowah has gone out 
against me. (Ruth 1:13) 

 
· At that they raised their voices and wept some more, after which 

Orpah kissed her mother-in-law.  As for Ruth, she stuck with her. 
(Ruth 1:14) 

 
· So she said;  Look!  Your widowed sister-in-law has returned to 

her people and her gods.  Return with your widowed sister-in-



law. (Ruth 1:15) 
 
· And Ruth proceeded to say;  Do not plead with me to abandon 

you, to turn back from accompanying you, for where you go I 
shall go, and where you spend the night I shall spend the night.  
Your people will be my people, and your God my God. (Ruth 
1:16) 

 
· Where you die I shall die, and there is where I shall be buried.  

May Yehowah do so to me and add to it if anything but death 
should make a separation between me and you. (Ruth 1:17) 

 
· Upon arrival in Bethlehem, Naomi said to the women greeting 
her;  Do not call me Naomi, My Pleasantness, Call me Mara, Bitter, for 
the Almighty has made it very bitter for me. 
 
· When she got to see that she was persistent about going with 

her, then she left off speaking to her. (Ruth 1:18) 
 
· And they both continued on their way until they came to 

Bethlehem.  And it came about that as soon as they came to 
Bethlehem, all the city became stirred up over them, and the 
women kept saying;  Is this Naomi? (Ruth 1:19) 

 
· And she would say to the women;  Do not call me Naomi.  Call me 

Mara, for the Almighty has made it very bitter for me. (Ruth 
1:20) 

 
· I was full when I went, and it is empty-handed that Yehowah has 

made me return.  Why should you call me Naomi, when it is 
Yehowah that has humiliated me and the Almighty that has 
caused me calamity? (Ruth 1:21) 

 
· Since it was the time of barley harvest, Ruth lovingly went to 
work gleaning for the support of Naomi and herself, and by chance she 
lighted upon the field of Boaz. 
 
· Now Naomi had a kinsman of her husband, a man mighty in 

wealth, of the family of Elimelech, and his name was Boaz. (Ruth 
2:1) 

 
· In time Ruth the Moabite woman said to Naomi;  Let me go, 

please, to the field and glean among the ears of grain following 
after whoever it is in whose eyes I may find favor.  So she said to 



her;  Go, my daughter. (Ruth 2:2) 
 
· At that she went off and entered and began to glean in the field 

behind the harvesters.  Thus by chance she lighted on the tract of 
the field belonging to Boaz, who was of the family of Elimelech. 
(Ruth 2:3) 

 
· And, look!  Boaz came from Bethlehem and proceeded to say to 

the harvesters;  Yehowah be with you.  In turn they would say to 
him;  Yehowah bless you. (Ruth 2:4) 

 
· Subsequently Boaz said to the young man who was set over the 

harvesters;  To whom does this young woman belong? (Ruth 2:5) 
 
· So the young man set over the harvesters answered and said;  

The young woman is a Moabitess, who returned with Naomi from 
the field of Moab. (Ruth 2:6) 

 
· Then she said;  Let me glean, please, and I shall certainly gather 

among the cut-off ears of grain behind the harvesters.  So she 
entered and kept on her feet from that time in the morning until 
her sitting down just now in the house a little while. (Ruth 2:7) 

 
· Later Boaz said to Ruth;  You have heard, have you not, my 

daughter?  Do not go away to glean in another field, and you 
must also not cross over from this place, and in that way you 
should keep close by my young women. (Ruth 2:8) 

 
· Let your eyes be on the field that they will harvest, and you must 

go with them.  Have I not commanded the young men not to 
touch you?  When you are thirsty, you must also go to the vessels 
and drink from what the young men will draw. (Ruth 2:9) 

 
· At that she fell upon her face and bowed down to the earth and 

said to him;  How is it I have found favor in your eyes so that I 
am taken notice of, when I am a foreigner? (Ruth 2:10) 

 
· Then Boaz answered and said to her;  The report was fully made 

to me of all that you have done to your mother-in-law after the 
death of your husband, and how you proceeded to leave your 
father and your mother and the land of your relatives and to go 
to a people whom you had not known formerly. (Ruth 2:11) 

 
· May Yehowah reward the way you act, and may there come to be 



a perfect wage for you from Yehowah the God of Israel, under 
whose wings you have come to seek refuge. (Ruth 2:12) 

 
· To this she said;  Let me find favor in your eyes, my lord, because 

you have comforted me and because you have spoken 
reassuringly to your maidservant, although I myself may not 
happen to be like one of your maidservants. (Ruth 2:13) 

 
· And Boaz proceeded to say to her at mealtime;  Approach here, 

and you must eat some of the bread and dip your piece in the 
vinegar.  So she sat down beside the harvesters, and he would 
hold out roasted grain to her and she would eat, so that she was 
satisfied and yet had something left over. (Ruth 2:14) 

 
· Then she got up to glean.  Boaz now commanded his young men, 

saying;  Let her glean also among the cut-off ears of grain, and 
you must not molest her. (Ruth 2:15) 

 
· And you should also be sure to pull out some from the bundles of 

ears for her, and you must leave them behind that she may glean 
them, and you must not rebuke her. (Ruth 2:16) 

 
· And she continued to glean in the field until the evening, after 

which she beat out what she had gleaned, and it came to be 
about an ephah of barley. (Ruth 2:17) 

 
· Then she took it up and went into the city, and her mother-in-law 

got to see what she had gleaned.  After that she took out what 
food she had left over when she had satisfied herself and gave it 
to her. (Ruth 2:18) 

 
· When she told Naomi in whose field she was working, Naomi 
recognized the hand of Yehowah in the matter, inasmuch as Boaz was 
a near kinsman of Elimelech and therefore one of their repurchasers.  
She encouraged Ruth to bring this fact to Boaz attention. 
 
· Her mother-in-law now said to her;  Where did you glean today, 

and where did you work?  May the one who took notice of you 
become blessed.  So she told her mother-in-law with whom she 
had worked, and she went on to say;  The name of the man with 
whom I worked today is Boaz. (Ruth 2:19) 

 
· At that she said;  Sit still, my daughter, until you know how the 

matter will turn out, for the man will have no rest unless he has 



brought the matter to an end today. (Ruth 3:18) 
 
· Boaz quickly responded, following the customary legal procedure 
in repurchasing Elimelech’s property from Naomi.  Ruth then became 
the wife of Boaz in Naomi’s behalf, in accord with the Law of levirate, 
or brother-in-law, marriage.   
 
· When a son was born to them, the neighbor ladies gave it the 
name Obed, saying;  A son has been born to Naomi.  Thus Obed became 
legal heir to the Judean house of Elimelech. 
 
· As for Boaz, he went up to the gate and began to sit there.  And, 

look!  The repurchaser was passing by, whom Boaz had 
mentioned.  Then he said;  Do turn aside, do sit down here, So-
and-so.  Hence he turned aside and sat down. (Ruth 4:1) 

 
· After that he took ten men of the older men of the city and said;  

Sit down here.  So they sat down. (Ruth 4:2) 
 
· He now said to the repurchaser;  The tract of the field that 

belonged to our brother Elimelech, Naomi, who has returned 
from the field of Moab, must sell. (Ruth 4:3) 

 
· As for me, I thought that I should disclose it to you, saying;  Buy 

it in front of the inhabitants and the older men of my people.  If 
you will repurchase it, repurchase it, but if you will not 
repurchase it, do tell me, that I may know, for there is no one 
else but you to do the repurchasing, and I am next to you. At that 
he said;  I shall be the one to repurchase it. (Ruth 4:4) 

 
· Then Boaz said;  On the day that you buy the field from Naomi’s 

hand, it is also from Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of the dead 
man, that you must buy it so as to cause the name of the dead 
man to rise upon his inheritance. (Ruth 4:5) 

 
· To this the repurchaser said;  I am unable to repurchase it for 

myself, for fear I may ruin my own inheritance.  You repurchase 
it for yourself with my right of repurchase, because I am not able 
to do the repurchasing. (Ruth 4:6) 

 
· Now this was the custom of former times in Israel concerning the 

right of repurchase and concerning the exchange, to establish 
every sort of thing.  A man had to draw his sandal off and give it 
to his fellow, and this was the attestation in Israel. (Ruth 4:7) 



 
· So when the repurchaser said to Boaz;  Buy it for yourself, he 

proceeded to draw his sandal off. (Ruth 4:8) 
 
· Then Boaz said to the older men and all the people, you are 

witnesses today that I do buy all that belonged to Elimelech and 
all that belonged to Chilion and Mahlon from the hand of Naomi. 
(Ruth 4:9) 

 
· And also Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of Mahlon, I do buy for 

myself as a wife to cause the name of the dead man to rise upon 
his inheritance and that the name of the dead man may not be 
cut off from among his brothers and from the gate of his place.  
You are witnesses today. (Ruth 4:10) 

 
· At this all the people that were in the gate and the older men 

said;  Witnesses!  May Yehowah grant the wife who is coming 
into your house to be like Rachel and like Leah, both of whom 
built the house of Israel, and you prove your worth in Ephrathah 
and make a notable name in Bethlehem. (Ruth 4:11) 

 
· And may your house become like the house of Perez, whom 

Tamar bore to Judah, from the offspring that Yehowah will give 
you out of this young woman. (Ruth 4:12) 

 
· Accordingly Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife and he had 

relations with her.  So Yehowah granted her conception and she 
bore a son. (Ruth 4:13) 

 
· And the women began to say to Naomi;  Blessed be Yehowah, 

who has not let a repurchaser fail for you today, that his name 
may be proclaimed in Israel. (Ruth 4:14) 

 
· And he has become a restorer of your soul and one to nourish 

your old age, because your daughter-in-law who does love you, 
who is better to you than seven sons, has given birth to him. 
(Ruth 4:15) 

 
· And Naomi proceeded to take the child and to put it in her 

bosom, and she came to be its nurse. (Ruth 4:16) 
 
· Then the neighbor ladies gave it a name, saying;  A son has been 

born to Naomi.  And they began to call his name Obed.  He is the 
father of Jesse, David’s father. (Ruth 4:17) 



 
· Now these are the generations of Perez, Perez became father to 

Hezron. (Ruth 4:18) 
 
· And Hezron became father to Ram, and Ram became father to 

Amminadab. (Ruth 4:19) 
 
· And Amminadab became father to Nahshon.  Nahshon became 

father to Salmon. (Ruth 4:20) 
 
· And Salmon became father to Boaz, and Boaz became father to 

Obed. (Ruth 4:21) 
 
· And Obed became father to Jesse, and Jesse became father to 

David. (Ruth 4:22) 
 
 


