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~NEBO 1 (70) 
(Ne'bo) 
 
· A Moabite city that came under the control of Amorite King Sihon 
sometime before the Israelites entered the Promised Land. 
 
· For Heshbon was the city of Sihon.  He was the king of the 

Amorites, and it was he who fought with the king of Moab 
formerly and went taking all his land out of his hand as far as the 
Arnon. (Numbers 21:26) 

 
· Ataroth and Dibon and Jazer and Nimrah and Heshbon and 

Elealeh and Sebam and Nebo and Beon. (Numbers 32:3) 
 
· He has gone up to The House and to Dibon, to the high places, to 

a weeping.  Over Nebo and over Medeba Moab itself howls.  On 
all heads in it there is baldness, every beard is clipped. (Isaiah 
15:2) 

 
· Subsequent to Israel’s defeating Sihon, the Reubenites rebuilt 
Nebo. 
 
· And the sons of Reuben built Heshbon and Elealeh and 

Kiriathaim. (Numbers 32:37) 
 
· And Nebo and Baal-meon, their names being changed, and 

Sibmah, and they began to call by their own names the names of 
the cities that they built. (Numbers 32:38) 

 
· In the latter part of the Tenth Century B.C.E, however, it appears 
that the Reubenites, 
 
· And the sons of Reuben the firstborn of Israel, for he was the 

firstborn, but for his profaning the lounge of his father his right 
as firstborn was given to the sons of Joseph the son of Israel, so 
that he was not to be enrolled genealogically for the right of the 
firstborn. (1 Chronicles 5:1) 

 
· And Bela the son of Azaz the son of Shema the son of Joel, he 

was dwelling in Aroer and as far as Nebo and Baal-meon. (1 
Chronicles 5:8) 

 



· Lost the city, for, on the Moabite Stone, King Mesha boasted 
about having taken it from Israel at the direction of his god Chemosh.  
Later, both Isaiah, in the Eighth Century B.C.E, and Jeremiah, in the 
Seventh Century B.C.E, mentioned Nebo in prophecies directed against 
Moab. 
 
· He has gone up to The House and to Dibon, to the high places, to 

a weeping.  Over Nebo and over Medeba Moab itself howls.  On 
all heads in it there is baldness, every beard is clipped. (Isaiah 
15:2) 

 
· For Moab this is what Yehowah of armies, the God of Israel, has 

said;  Woe to Nebo, for she has been despoiled!  Kiriathaim has 
been put to shame, has been captured.  The secure height has 
been put to shame and been put in terror. (Jeremiah 48:1) 

 
· And against Dibon and against Nebo and against Beth-

diblathaim. (Jeremiah 48:22) 
 
· Nebo is commonly identified with Khirbet Mekhayyet or, Qaryat 
el Mukhaiyat, situated about 8 kilometers (5 miles) Southwest of 
Heshbon.  There are ruins of an ancient fortress at this site.  Also, large 
quantities of pottery fragments, thought to date from the 12th to the 
beginning of the 6th Century B.C.E, have been found. 
 
 


