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~TAMMUZ, II (105) 
(Tam'muz) 
 
· The postexilic name given to the fourth Jewish lunar month of 
the sacred calendar, but the tenth of the secular calendar.  Thus, in the 
Targum of Jonathan the expression, the tenth month at; 
 
· And the waters kept on progressively lessening until the tenth 

month.  In the tenth month, on the first of the month, the tops of 
the mountains appeared. (Genesis 8:5) 

 
· Is rendered, the month Tammuz.  Tammuz was the name of a 
Babylonian deity. 
 
· So he brought me to the entrance of the gate of the house of 

Yehowah, which is toward the north, and, look!  There the 
women were sitting, weeping over the god Tammuz. (Ezekiel 
8:14) 

 
· The Bible record does not apply this name to the fourth month 
but merely refers to the month by its numerical order. 
 
· Now it came about in the thirtieth year, in the fourth month, on 

the fifth day of the month, while I was in the midst of the exiled 
people by the river Chebar, that the heavens were opened and I 
began to see visions of God. (Ezekiel 1:1) 

 
· The name does appear, however, in the Jewish Mishnah [Ta`anit 4:6] 
and other postexilic works.  The use of the pagan name Tammuz as 
applying to the fourth month, as well as the use of the other postexilic 
names, may have been only a matter of convenience among the Jews.  
 
· It should be remembered that they were then a subjugated 
people, obliged to deal with and report to the foreign powers 
dominating them, and in view of this it is no strange thing if they 
utilized the names of the months employed by these foreign powers.   
 
· The Gregorian calendar used today has months named after the 
gods Janus and Mars, and the goddess Juno, as well as for Julius and 
Augustus Caesar, yet it continues to be used by Christians who are 
subject to the superior authorities. 
 



· Let every soul be in subjection to the superior authorities, for 
there is no authority except by God, the existing authorities 
stand placed in their relative positions by God. (Romans 13:1) 

  
· This month, Tammuz, corresponded to part of June and part of 
July and, therefore, came in the growing heat of summer.  By now the 
grapevines were beginning to yield their first ripe fruit. 
 
· And what the land is, whether it is fat or lean, whether there are 

trees in it or not.  And you must show yourselves courageous and 
take some of the fruitage of the land.  Now the days were the 
days of the first ripe fruits of the grapes. (Numbers 13:20) 

 
· It was on the ninth day of this fourth month, Tammuz, that 
Nebuchadnezzar breached the walls of Jerusalem in 607 B.C.E. after an 
18-month siege. 
 
· On the ninth day of the fourth month the famine was severe in 

the city, and there proved to be no bread for the people of the 
land. (2 Kings 25:3) 

 
· And the city got to be breached, and all the men of war fled by 

night by the way of the gate between the double wall that is by 
the kings garden, while the Chaldeans were all around against 
the city, and the king began to go in the direction of the Arabah. 
(2 Kings 25:4) 

 
· In the eleventh year of Zedekiah, in the fourth month, on the 

ninth day of the month, the city was broken through. (Jeremiah 
39:2) 

 
· In the fourth month, on the ninth day of the month, the famine 

also got to be severe in the city and there proved to be no bread 
for the people of the land. (Jeremiah 52:6) 

 
· Finally the city was broken through, and as regards all the men of 

war, they began to run away and go forth from the city by night 
by the way of the gate between the double wall that is by the 
kings garden, while the Chaldeans were all around against the 
city, and they kept going by the way of the Arabah. (Jeremiah 
52:7) 

 



· During the 70 years of exile that followed, the Jews customarily 
fasted on the ninth day of the fourth month in memory of this blow 
against Jerusalem. 
 
· This is what Yehowah of armies has said;  The fast of the fourth 

month, and the fast of the fifth month, and the fast of the 
seventh month, and the fast of the tenth month will become for 
the house of Judah an exultation and a rejoicing and good festal 
seasons.  So love truth and peace. (Zechariah 8:19) 

 
· However, following the second destruction of Jerusalem, in the 
year 70 C.E, the fast was observed on the 17th day of the fourth 
month, the day the walls of the temple were breached by Roman 
General Titus.  There were no festivals appointed by Yehowah for this 
month. 
 
 


