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~TEETH (161) 
 
· Hard, bony appendages in the mouth that are used for the 
chewing of food and, in the case of animals, also as weapons. 
 
· Job, the faithful servant of God, barely escaping death in his 
sufferings, said;  I escape with the skin of my teeth. 
 
· To my skin and to my flesh my bones actually cleave, and I 

escape with the skin of my teeth. (Job 19:20) 
 
· It seems that Job was simply saying that he had escaped with 
nothing or with next to nothing.  He had escaped with the skin of his 
teeth, that is, with the skin of what apparently has no skin. 
 
· Grinding or gnashing of the teeth is frequently used to denote 
rage. 
 
· His very anger has torn me to pieces, and he harbor  animosity 

against me.  He actually grinds his teeth against me.  My 
adversary himself sharpens his eyes against me. (Job 16:9) 

 
· Well, at hearing these things they felt cut to their hearts and 

began to gnash their teeth at him. (Acts of Apostles 7:54) 
 
· Or anguish and despair. 
 
· Whereas the sons of the kingdom will be thrown into the 

darkness outside.  There is where their weeping and the 
gnashing of their teeth will be. (Matthew 8:12) 

 
· And they will pitch them into the fiery furnace.  There is where 

their weeping and the gnashing of their teeth will be. (Matthew 
13:42) 

 
· And will cast them into the fiery furnace.  There is where their 

weeping and the gnashing of their teeth will be. (Matthew 13:50) 
 
· Then the king said to his servants, Bind him hand and foot and 

throw him out into the darkness outside.  There is where his 
weeping and the gnashing of his teeth will be. (Matthew 22:13) 

 



· And will punish him with the greatest severity and will assign 
him his part with the hypocrites.  There is where his weeping and 
the gnashing of his teeth will be. (Matthew 24:51) 

 
· And throw the good-for-nothing slave out into the darkness 

outside.  There is where his weeping and the gnashing of his 
teeth will be. (Matthew 25:30) 

 
· Such gnashing may be accompanied by bitter words and violent 
action against the object of anger. 
 
· And I also, for my part, gave you people cleanness of teeth in all 

your cities and want of bread in all your places, but you did not 
come back to me, is the utterance of Yehowah. (Amos 4:6) 

 
· The expression, cleanness of teeth, is paralleled with want of 
bread, representing famine conditions. 
 
· Teeth also symbolize destructive power of a nation or a people. 
 
· And, see there!  Another beast, a second one, it being like a bear.  

And on one side it was raised up, and there were three ribs in its 
mouth between its teeth, and this is what they were saying to it, 
Get up, eat much flesh. (Daniel 7:5) 

 
· After this I kept on beholding in the visions of the night, and, see 

there!  a fourth beast, fearsome and terrible and unusually 
strong.  And it had teeth of iron, big ones.  It was devouring and 
crushing, and what was left it was treading down with its feet.  
And it was something different from all the other beasts that 
were prior to it, and it had ten horns. (Daniel 7:7) 

 
· Then it was that I desired to make certain concerning the fourth 

beast, which proved to be different from all the others, 
extraordinarily fearsome, the teeth of which were of iron and the 
claws of which were of copper, which was devouring and 
crushing, and which was treading down even what was left with 
its feet. (Daniel 7:19) 

 
· For there is a nation that has come up into my land, mighty and 

without number.  Its teeth are the teeth of a lion, and it has the 
jawbones of a lion. (Joel 1:6) 

 
· But they had hair as womens’ hair.  And their teeth were as those 



of lions. (Revelation 9:8) 
 
· David likens the wicked enemies of the righteous to ferocious 
lions, and he petitions God to strike them in the jaw and to break their 
teeth.  This would render them powerless to do harm. 
 
· Do arise, O Yehowah!  Save me, O my God!  For you will have to 

strike all my enemies on the jaw.  The teeth of wicked ones you 
will have to break. (Psalms 3:7) 

 
· O God, knock out their teeth in their mouth.  Break down the 

very jawbones of maned young lions, O Yehowah. (Psalms 58:6) 
 
· The false prophets of Israel are pictured as greedy and voracious, 
biting with their teeth, and sanctifying war against anyone who does 
not feed them. 
 
· This is what Yehowah has said against the prophets that are 

causing my people to wander, that are biting with their teeth and 
that actually call out, Peace!  That, when anyone does not put 
something into their mouths, also actually sanctify war against 
him. (Micah 3:5) 

 
· Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel.  Prophesy, 

and you must say to them, to the shepherds, This is what the 
Sovereign Lord Yehowah has said;  Woe to the shepherds of 
Israel, who have become feeders of themselves!  Is it not the 
flock that the shepherds ought to feed? (Ezekiel 34:2) 

 
· The fat is what you eat, and with the wool you clothe your own 

selves.  The plump animal is what you slaughter.  The flock itself 
you do not feed. (Ezekiel 34:3) 

 
· Be on the watch for the false prophets that come to you in 

sheeps covering, but inside they are ravenous wolves. (Matthew 
7:15) 

 
· I know that after my going away oppressive wolves will enter in 

among you and will not treat the flock with tenderness. (Acts of 
Apostles 20:29) 

 
· In the days before Jerusalem’s destruction, a common saying of 
the people was;  The fathers were the ones that ate the unripe grape, 
but it was the teeth of the sons that got set on edge. 



 
· In those days they will no more say;  The fathers were the ones 

that ate the unripe grape, but it was the teeth of the sons that 
got set on edge. (Jeremiah 31:29) 

 
· What does it mean to you people that you are expressing this 

proverbial saying on the soil of Israel, saying;  Fathers are the 
ones that eat unripe grapes, but it is the teeth of the sons that 
get set on edge? (Ezekiel 18:2) 

 
· As I am alive, is the utterance of the Sovereign Lord Yehowah, it 

will no more continue to be yours to express this proverbial 
saying in Israel. (Ezekiel 18:3) 

 
· Look!  All the souls, to me they belong.  As the soul of the father 

so likewise the soul of the son, to me they belong.  The soul that 
is sinning, it itself will die. (Ezekiel 18:4) 

 
· By this means they tried to excuse themselves of the blame for 
the adverse conditions brought upon the nation because of its 
wickedness, saying that what they were experiencing was as a result 
of what their fathers had done. 
 
 


