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~THUNDER (203) 
[Hebrew, ra-`am'] 
 
· The loud sound that follows a flash of lightning.  It is due to the 
sudden expansion of air that has been heated by such electrical 
discharge, causing the air to move violently away from the lightnings 
path and then back again behind it. 
 
· When he made for the rain a regulation, and a way for the 

thunderous storm cloud. (Job 28:26) 
 
· Who has divided a channel for the flood and a way for the 

thunderous storm cloud. (Job 38:25) 
 
· The Hebrew verb ra-`am', meaning, thunder, is at times 
mentioned in connection with Yehowah. 
 
· As for Yehowah, those contending against him will be terrified, 

Against them he will thunder in the heavens.  Yehowah himself 
will judge the ends of the earth, that he may give strength to his 
king, that he may exalt the horn of his anointed one. (1 Samuel 
2:10) 

 
· From heaven Yehowah began to thunder, and the Most High 

himself began to give forth his voice. (2 Samuel 22:14) 
 
· And in the heavens Yehowah began to thunder, and the Most 

High himself began to give his voice, hail and burning coals of 
fire. (Psalms 18:13) 

 
· The One who has on occasion employed thunder to accomplish 
his will.  For example, in the time of Samuel, Yehowah threw the 
Philistines into confusion by means of thunder, Hebrew, ra'`am . 
 
· And it came about that while Samuel was offering up the burnt 

offering, the Philistines themselves drew near for battle against 
Israel.  And Yehowah now caused it to thunder with a loud noise 
on that day against the Philistines, that he might throw them 
into confusion, and they got defeated before Israel. (1 Samuel 
7:10) 

 
· From Yehowah of armies you will have attention with thunder 



and with quaking and with a great sound, storm wind and 
tempest, and the flame of a devouring fire. (Isaiah 29:6) 

 
· Another Hebrew word, qohl, sometimes translated, thunder. 
 
· Is it not wheat harvest today?  I shall call to Yehowah that he 

may give thunders and rain, then know and see that your evil is 
abundant that you have done in the eyes of Yehowah in asking 
for yourselves a king. (1 Samuel 12:17) 

 
· Upon that Samuel called to Yehowah, and Yehowah proceeded to 

give thunders and rain on that day, so that all the people were 
greatly in fear of Yehowah and of Samuel. (1 Samuel 12:18) 
Footnote 

 
· Basically means, sound. 
 
· But he said;  It is not the sound of the singing over mighty 

performance, and it is not the sound of the singing of defeat.  It 
is the sound of other singing that I am hearing. (Exodus 32:18) 

 
· So it came about that as soon as he got near the camp and could 

see the calf and the dances, Moses anger began to blaze, and he 
at once threw the tablets from his hands and shattered them at 
the foot of the mountain. (Exodus 32:19) 

 
· Voice 
 
· In case a man happens to have a son who is stubborn and 

rebellious, he not listening to the voice of his father or the voice 
of his mother, and they have corrected him but he will not listen 
to them. (Deuteronomy 21:18) 

 
· And after the quaking there was a fire.  Yehowah was not in the 

fire. And after the fire there was a calm, low voice. (1 Kings 
19:12) 

 
· The awesome sound of thunder is associated with Yehowah’s 
voice. 
 
· After it a sound roars.  He thunders with the sound of his 

superiority, and he does not hold them back when his voice is 
heard. (Job 37:4) 

 
· God thunders with his voice in a wonderful way, doing great 



things that we cannot know. (Job 37:5) 
 
· Or do you have an arm like that of the true God, and with a voice 

like his can you make it thunder? (Job 40:9) 
 
· The voice of Yehowah is over the waters, the glorious God 

himself has thundered.  Yehowah is over many waters. (Psalms 
29:3) 

 
· The voice of Yehowah is powerful, the voice of Yehowah is 

splendid. (Psalms 29:4) 
 
· The voice of Yehowah is breaking the cedars.  Yes, Yehowah 

breaks the cedars of Lebanon in pieces. (Psalms 29:5) 
 
· And he makes them skip about like a calf, Lebanon and Sirion like 

the sons of wild bulls. (Psalms 29:6) 
 
· The voice of Yehowah is hewing with the flames of fire. (Psalms 

29:7) 
 
· The voice of Yehowah itself makes the wilderness writhe, 

Yehowah makes the wilderness of Kadesh writhe. (Psalms 29:8) 
 
· The voice of Yehowah itself makes the hinds writhe with birth 

pains and strips bare the forests.  And in his temple each one is 
saying;  Glory! (Psalms 29:9) 

 
· When certain Jews heard Yehowah speak from heaven to Jesus, 
there was a difference of opinion whether the sound was thunder or 
the voice of an angel. 
 
· Father, glorify your name.  Therefore a voice came out of heaven;  

I both glorified it and will glorify it again. (John 12:28) 
 
· Hence the crowd that stood about and heard it began to say that 

it had thundered.  Others began to say;  An angel has spoken to 
him. (John 12:29) 

 
· And I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seven seals, and I 

heard one of the four living creatures say with a voice as of 
thunder;  Come! (Revelation 6:1) 

 
· And I heard a sound out of heaven as the sound of many waters 



and as the sound of loud thunder, and the sound that I heard was 
as of singers who accompany themselves on the harp playing on 
their harps. (Revelation 14:2) 

 
· And I heard what was as a voice of a great crowd and as a sound 

of many waters and as a sound of heavy thunders.  They said;  
Praise Yah, you people, because Yehowah our God, the Almighty, 
has begun to rule as king. (Revelation 19:6) 

 
· The sound of thunder often being an advance indication of an 

approaching storm, thunders can designate divine warnings, as 
at,  

 
· But right away the angel took the incense vessel, and he filled it 

with some of the fire of the altar and hurled it to the earth.  And 
thunders occurred and voices and lightnings and an earthquake. 
(Revelation 8:5) 

 
· And he cried out with a loud voice just as when a lion roars.  And 

when he cried out, the seven thunders uttered their own voices. 
(Revelation 10:3) 

 
· Now when the seven thunders spoke, I was at the point of 

writing, but I heard a voice out of heaven say;  Seal up the things 
the seven thunders spoke, and do not write them down. 
(Revelation 10:4) 

 
· Divine warnings, as at; 
 
· And lightnings and voices and thunders occurred, and a great 

earthquake occurred such as had not occurred since men came to 
be on the earth, so extensive an earthquake, so great. 
(Revelation 16:18) 

 
· To the Jews at the foot of Mount Sinai, the thunder that they 
heard was a manifestation of God’s presence. 
 
· And on the third day when it became morning it came about that 

thunders and lightnings began occurring, and a heavy cloud upon 
the mountain and a very loud sound of a horn, so that all the 
people who were in the camp began to tremble. (Exodus 19:16) 

 
· And out of the throne there are proceeding lightnings and voices 

and thunders, and there are seven lamps of fire burning before 



the throne, and these mean the seven spirits of God. (Revelation 
4:5) 

 
· And the temple sanctuary of God that is in heaven was opened, 

and the ark of his covenant was seen in his temple sanctuary.  
And there occurred lightnings and voices and thunders and an 
earthquake and a great hail. (Revelation 11:19) 

 
· The Psalmist alluded to speaking to Moses privately, as the 
concealed place of thunder.  The people had asked for Yehowah not to 
speak directly to them.  Therefore Yehowah’s communication with 
Moses was thereafter private and only he would hear it.  This 
concealed place is in the spirit in the inner ear where only the one 
hearing it can know of it.  It appears to the one hearing it as a 
vibration, like gentle thunder, a rumbling in the spirit accompanied 
with God’s thoughts. 
 
· In distress you called, and I proceeded to rescue you.  I began to 

answer you in the concealed place of thunder.  I went examining 
you at the waters of Meribah. (Psalms 81:7) 

 
 


