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~TIMOTHY (365) 
(Tim'o-thy) [One Who Honors God]  
·· Travels With Paul 
·· Responsibilities And Qualifications 
 
· Son of a Jewess, Eunice, and a Greek father, not named in the 
Scriptures.  While very young, Timothy was taught the holy writings by 
his mother and probably also by his grandmother Lois. 
 
· So he arrived at Derbe and also at Lystra.  And, look!  A certain 

disciple was there by the name of Timothy, the son of a believing 
Jewish woman but of a Greek father. (Acts of Apostles 16:1) 

 
· For I recollect the faith which is in you without any hypocrisy, 

and which dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your mother 
Eunice, but which I am confident is also in you. (2 Timothy 1:5) 

 
· And that from infancy you have known the holy writings, which 

are able to make you wise for salvation through the faith in 
connection with Christ Jesus. (2 Timothy 3:15) 

 
· It is not known precisely when Timothy embraced Christianity.  
However, perhaps late in 49 or early in 50 C.E, when the apostle Paul 
arrived at Lystra, apparently Timothy’s home, in the course of his 
second missionary journey, the disciple Timothy, perhaps in his late 
teens or early twenties, was well reported on by the brothers in Lystra 
and Iconium. 
 
· And he was well reported on by the brothers in Lystra and 

Iconium. (Acts of Apostles 16:2) 
 
· It may have been at this time that, as a result of the operation of 
God’s spirit, certain prophecies or predictions were voiced concerning 
Timothy.   
 
· After the Holy Spirit had in this way indicated the future of 
Timothy, the older men of the congregation joined the apostle Paul in 
laying their hands upon Timothy, thereby setting him apart for a 
particular service in connection with the Christian congregation. 
 
· This mandate I commit to you, child, Timothy, in accord with the 

predictions that led directly on to you, that by these you may go 



on waging the fine warfare. (1 Timothy 1:18) 
 
· Do not be neglecting the gift in you that was given you through a 

prediction and when the body of older men laid their hands upon 
you. (1 Timothy 4:14) 

 
· For this very cause I remind you to stir up like a fire the gift of 

God which is in you through the laying of my hands upon you. (2 
Timothy 1:6) 

 
· Then they fasted and prayed and laid their hands upon them and 

let them go. (Acts of Apostles 13:3) 
 
· Paul chose Timothy as a traveling companion and, to avoid giving 
Jews an occasion for stumbling, circumcised him. 
 
· Paul expressed the desire for this man to go out with him, and he 

took him and circumcised him because of the Jews that were in 
those places, for one and all knew that his father was a Greek. 
(Acts of Apostles 16:3) 

 
·· Travels With Paul 
 
· With Paul, Timothy shared in Christian activities in Philippi, 
Thessalonica, and Beroea. 
 
· Therefore we put out to sea from Troas and came with a straight 

run to Samothrace, but on the following day to Neapolis. (Acts of 
Apostles 16:11) 

 
· Immediately by night the brothers sent both Paul and Silas out to 

Beroea, and these, upon arriving, went into the synagogue of the 
Jews. (Acts of Apostles 17:10) 

 
· When opposition that was stirred up by fanatical Jews made it 
necessary for Paul to depart from Beroea, the apostle left Silas and 
Timothy behind to care for the new group of believers there. 
 
· But when the Jews from Thessalonica learned that the word of 

God was published also in Beroea by Paul, they came there also 
to incite and agitate the masses. (Acts of Apostles 17:13) 

 
· Then the brothers immediately sent Paul off to go as far as the 

sea, but both Silas and Timothy remained behind there. (Acts of 



Apostles 17:14) 
 
· However, those conducting Paul brought him as far as Athens 

and, after receiving a command for Silas and Timothy to come to 
him as quickly as possible, they departed. (Acts of Apostles 
17:15) 

 
· It appears that Paul thereafter sent word to Beroea, advising 
Timothy to visit the brothers at Thessalonica, encouraging them to 
remain faithful despite tribulation. 
 
· Hence, when we could bear it no longer, we saw good to be left 

alone in Athens. (1 Thessalonians 3:1) 
 
· And we sent Timothy, our brother and God’s minister in the Good 

News about the Christ, in order to make you firm and comfort 
you in behalf of your faith. (1 Thessalonians 3:2) 

 
· That no one might be swayed by these tribulations.  For you 

yourselves know we are appointed to this very thing. (1 
Thessalonians 3:3) 

 
· Apparently rejoining Paul at Corinth, Timothy brought Good 
News about the faithfulness and love of the Thessalonian Christians. 
 
· When, now, both Silas and Timothy came down from Macedonia, 

Paul began to be intensely occupied with the word, witnessing to 
the Jews to prove that Jesus is the Christ. (Acts of Apostles 18:5) 

 
· But Timothy has just now come to us from you and given us the 

Good News about your faithfulness and love, and that you 
continue having good remembrance of us always, yearning to see 
us in the same way, indeed, as we also do you. (1 Thessalonians 
3:6) 

 
· In the letter Paul then sent to the Thessalonians, he included the 
names of Silvanus, or Silas, and Timothy in the salutation, as he also 
did in his second letter to them. 
 
· Paul and Silvanus and Timothy to the congregation of the 

Thessalonians in union with God the Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  May you have undeserved kindness and peace. (1 
Thessalonians 1:1) 

 



· Paul and Silvanus and Timothy to the congregation of the 
Thessalonians in union with God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ. (2 Thessalonians 1:1) 

 
See Also ATHENS (Paul’s Activity in Athens) 
 
· During Paul’s third missionary journey circa 52-56 C.E, Timothy 
again traveled with the apostle. 
 
· There were accompanying him Sopater the son of Pyrrhus of 

Beroea, Aristarchus and Secundus of the Thessalonians, and 
Gaius of Derbe, and Timothy, and from the district of Asia 
Tychicus and Trophimus. (Acts of Apostles 20:4) 

 
· While at Ephesus, 
 
· But I am remaining in Ephesus until the festival of Pentecost. (1 

Corinthians 16:8) 
 
· Paul, in his first letter to the Corinthians, wrote. 
 
· That is why I am sending Timothy to you, as he is my beloved 

and faithful child in the Lord, and he will put you in mind of my 
methods in connection with Christ Jesus, just as I am teaching 
everywhere in every congregation. (1 Corinthians 4:17) 

 
· Toward the close of this letter, though, Paul implied that Timothy 
might not get to Corinth,  
 
· However, if Timothy arrives, see that he becomes free of fear 

among you, for he is performing the work of Yehowah, even as I 
am. (1 Corinthians 16:10) 

 
· If Timothy did indeed visit Corinth, this must have been before 
he and Erastus left Ephesus for Macedonia, since Timothy and Paul 
were together in Macedonia when the second letter to the Corinthians, 
based on the report of Titus, not of Timothy, was written. 
 
· So he dispatched to Macedonia two of those who ministered to 

him, Timothy and Erastus, but he himself delayed for some time 
in the district of Asia. (Acts of Apostles 19:22) 

 
· Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus through God’s will, and Timothy 

our brother to the congregation of God that is in Corinth, 



together with all the holy ones who are in all of Achaia. (2 
Corinthians 1:1) 

 
· I got no relief in my spirit on account of not finding Titus my 

brother, but I said good-bye to them and departed for 
Macedonia. (2 Corinthians 2:13) 

 
· In fact, when we arrived in Macedonia, our flesh got no relief, but 

we continued to be afflicted in every manner, there were fights 
without, fears within. (2 Corinthians 7:5) 

 
· Nevertheless God, who comforts those laid low, comforted us by 

the presence of Titus. (2 Corinthians 7:6) 
 
· Yet not alone by his presence, but also by the comfort with which 

he had been comforted over you, as he brought us word again of 
your longing, your mourning, your zeal for me, so that I rejoiced 
yet more. (2 Corinthians 7:7) 

 
· Perhaps Timothy’s intended visit did not materialize.  This is 
suggested by the fact that, in his second letter to the Corinthians, Paul 
makes no mention of Timothy’s being there other than in association 
with himself. 
 
· For the Son of God, Christ Jesus, who was preached among you 

through us, that is, through me and Silvanus and Timothy, did 
not become Yes and yet No, but Yes has become Yes in his case. 
(2 Corinthians 1:19) 

 
· Later, at the time Paul wrote to the Romans, apparently from 
Corinth, the home of Gaius, Timothy was with him. 
 
·  my fellow worker greets you, and so do Lucius and Jason and 

Sosipater my relatives. (Romans 16:21) 
 
· Gaius, my host and that of all the congregation, greets you.  

Erastus the city steward greets you, and so does Quartus his 
brother. (Romans 16:23) 

 
· I am thankful I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius. 

(1 Corinthians 1:14) 
 
· Timothy’s name is included in the salutation of letters written by 
Paul to the; 



 
· Paul and Timothy, slaves of Christ Jesus, to all the holy ones in 

union with Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, along with overseers 
and ministerial servants. (Philippians 1:1) 

 
· Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus through God’s will, and Timothy 

our brother (Colossians 1:1) 
 
· Paul, a prisoner for the sake of Christ Jesus, and Timothy, our 

brother, to Philemon, our beloved one and fellow worker. 
(Philemon 1:1) 

 
· During the apostles first imprisonment at Rome.   
 
· It appears that Timothy personally endured imprisonment at 
Rome sometime within the period between the writing of the letter to 
the Philippians and the one to the Hebrews. 
 
· For my part I am hoping in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you 

shortly, that I may be a cheerful soul when I get to know about 
the things pertaining to you. (Philippians 2:19) 

 
· Take note that our brother Timothy has been released, with 

whom, if he comes quite soon, I shall see you. (Hebrews 13:23) 
 
·· Responsibilities And Qualifications 
 
· After Paul’s release from prison, Timothy again shared with the 
apostle in the ministry, remaining in Ephesus at his direction. 
 
· Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus under command of God our 

Savior and of Christ Jesus, our hope. (1 Timothy 1:1) 
 
· To Timothy, a genuine child in the faith.  May there be 

undeserved kindness, mercy, peace from God the Father and 
Christ Jesus our Lord. (1 Timothy 1:2) 

 
· Just as I encouraged you to stay in Ephesus when I was about to 

go my way into Macedonia, so I do now, that you might 
command certain ones not to teach different doctrine. (1 Timothy 
1:3) 

 



· At this time circa 61-64 C.E, Timothy may have been in his 30s 
and had authority in the appointment of overseers and ministerial 
servants in the congregation. 
 
· Never lay your hands hastily upon any man, neither be a sharer 

in the sins of others, preserve yourself chaste. (1 Timothy 5:22) 
 
· He was fully capable of handling these weighty responsibilities, 
having proved himself by laboring in close association with the apostle 
Paul for 11 years or more.   
 
· Regarding him, Paul could say;   
 
· For I have no one else of a disposition like his who will genuinely 

care for the things pertaining to you. (Philippians 2:20) 
 
· For all the others are seeking their own interests, not those of 

Christ Jesus. (Philippians 2:21) 
 
· But you know the proof he gave of himself, that like a child with 

a father he slaved with me in furtherance of the Good News. 
(Philippians 2:22) 

 
· And to Timothy he wrote. 
 
· I am grateful to God, to whom I am rendering sacred service as 

my forefathers did and with a clean conscience, that I never 
leave off remembering you in my supplications, night and day. (2 
Timothy 1:3) 

 
· Longing to see you, as I remember your tears, that I may get 

filled with joy. (2 Timothy 1:4) 
 
· For I recollect the faith which is in you without any hypocrisy, 

and which dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your mother 
Eunice, but which I am confident is also in you. (2 Timothy 1:5) 

 
· Although having to contend with frequent illness because of 
stomach trouble. 
 
· Do not drink water any longer, but use a little wine for the sake 

of your stomach and your frequent cases of sickness. (1 Timothy 
5:23) 

 



·  willingly expended himself in behalf of others.  His fine qualities 
endeared him to the apostle Paul, who very much desired Timothy’s 
association when facing imminent death. 
 
· For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the 

due time for my releasing is imminent. (2 Timothy 4:6) 
 
· I have fought the fine fight, I have run the course to the finish, I 

have observed the faith. (2 Timothy 4:7) 
 
· From this time on there is reserved for me the crown of 

righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will give me 
as a reward in that day, yet not only to me, but also to all those 
who have loved his manifestation. (2 Timothy 4:8) 

 
· Do your utmost to come to me shortly. (2 Timothy 4:9) 
 
· Being relatively young, Timothy may have been diffident and 
hesitant about asserting his authority. 
 
· Keep on giving these commands and teaching them. (1 Timothy 

4:11) 
 
· Let no man ever look down on your youth.  On the contrary, 

become an example to the faithful ones in speaking, in conduct, 
in love, in faith, in chasteness. (1 Timothy 4:12) 

 
· While I am coming, continue applying yourself to public reading, 

to exhortation, to teaching. (1 Timothy 4:13) 
 
· Do not be neglecting the gift in you that was given you through a 

prediction and when the body of older men laid their hands upon 
you. (1 Timothy 4:14) 

 
· For this very cause I remind you to stir up like a fire the gift of 

God which is in you through the laying of my hands upon you. (2 
Timothy 1:6) 

 
· For God gave us not a spirit of cowardice, but that of power and 

of love and of soundness of mind. (2 Timothy 1:7) 
 
· You, therefore, my child, keep on acquiring power in the 

undeserved kindness that is in connection with Christ Jesus. (2 
Timothy 2:1) 



 
· This shows that Timothy was not a proud man but appreciated 
his limitations. 
 
 


