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~WILDERNESS (1031) 
[Hebrew, midh-bar', Greek, e're-mos] 
·· Conditions In Wilderness Of Wandering 
·· Wilderness In The Greek Scriptures 
·· Figurative Uses 
·· Individuals 
·· Wilderness Of The Sea 
·· In Revelation 
 
· The Hebrew term for wilderness, midh-bar',  in general refers to a 
sparsely settled, uncultivated land. 
 
· Go, and you must call out in the ears of Jerusalem, saying;  This 

is what Yehowah has said;  I well remember, on your part, the 
loving-kindness of your youth, the love during your being 
engaged to marry, your walking after me in the wilderness, in a 
land not sown with seed. (Jeremiah 2:2) 

 
· It might include pasture grounds. 
 
· The pasture grounds of the wilderness keep dripping, and with 

joyfulness the very hills gird themselves. (Psalms 65:12) 
 
· For it is with adulterers that the land has become full.  For 

because of the curse the land has gone to mourning, the pasture 
grounds of the wilderness have dried up, and their course of 
action proves to be bad, and their mightiness is not right. 
(Jeremiah 23:10) 

 
· And Moses became a shepherd of the flock of Jethro, the priest of 

Midian, whose son-in-law he was.  While he was driving the flock 
to the west side of the wilderness, he came at length to the 
mountain of the true God, to Horeb. (Exodus 3:1) 

 
· Cisterns 
 
· Further, he built towers in the wilderness, and hewed out many 

cisterns, for there was a great deal of livestock that became his, 
and also in the Shephelah and on the tableland.  There were 
farmers and vinedressers in the mountains and in Carmel, for a 
lover of agriculture he proved to be. (2 Chronicles 26:10) 

 



· Houses, and even some cities, 
 
· Then Benaiah the son of Jehoiada went on up and fell upon him 

and put him to death, and he got to be buried at his own house in 
the wilderness. (1 Kings 2:34) 

 
· In the wilderness Beth-arabah, Middin and Secacah. (Joshua 

15:61) 
 
· And Nibshan and the City of Salt and En-gedi, six cities and their 

settlements. (Joshua 15:62) 
 
· Let the wilderness and its cities raise their voice, the settlements 

that Kedar inhabits.  Let the inhabitants of the crag cry out in joy.  
From the top of the mountains let people cry aloud. (Isaiah 
42:11) 

 
· While often designating simply steppelands with brush and 
grass, midh-bar'  may also apply to waterless regions that could be 
termed true deserts.  Other Hebrew terms used to designate such areas 
more specifically are often found in poetic parallel with midh-bar'. 
 
· How often they would rebel against him in the wilderness, they 

would make him feel hurt in the desert! (Psalms 78:40) 
 
· The mother of you men has become very much ashamed.  She 

that gave you birth has been disappointed.  Look!  She is the 
least important of the nations, a waterless wilderness and a 
desert plain. (Jeremiah 50:12) 

 
· The word yeshi-mohn' denotes a natural waste place or desert. 
 
· O God, when you went forth before your people, when you 

marched through the desert. (Psalms 68:7) 
 
· Look!  I am doing something new.  Now it will spring up.  You 

people will know it, will you not?  Really, through the wilderness 
I shall set a way, through the desert rivers. (Isaiah 43:19) 

 
· The wild beast of the field will glorify me, the jackals and the 

ostriches, because I shall have given water even in the 
wilderness, rivers in the desert, to cause my people, my chosen 
one, to drink. (Isaiah 43:20) 

 



· It is apparently a stronger term than midh-bar', indicating greater 
barrenness, as in the expression the empty, howling desert, yeshi-mon'. 
 
· He came to find him in a wilderness land, and in an empty, 

howling desert.  He began to encircle him, to take care of him, to 
safeguard him as the pupil of his eye. (Deuteronomy 32:10) 

 
· Used with the definite article, it refers to specific wilderness 
areas.  
 
· He came to find him in a wilderness land, and in an empty, 

howling desert.  He began to encircle him, to take care of him, to 
safeguard him as the pupil of his eye. (Deuteronomy 32:10) 

 
· Later the men of Ziph went up to Saul at Gibeah, saying.  Is not 

David concealing himself close by us in the places difficult to 
approach at Horesh, on the hill of Hachilah, which is to the right 
side of Jeshimon? (1 Samuel 23:19) 

 
· Later the men of Ziph went up to Saul at Gibeah, saying;  Is not 

David concealing himself close by us in the places difficult to 
approach at Horesh, on the hill of Hachilah, which is to the right 
side of Jeshimon? (1 Samuel 23:19) 

 
See Also JESHIMON 
 
· `Ara-vah' describes arid and sterile tracts, like those across the 
Jordan from Jericho. 
 
· Then the sons of Israel pulled away and encamped on the desert 

plains of Moab across the Jordan from Jericho. (Numbers 22:1) 
 
· Such desert plains could be the result of forest destruction and 
lack of proper conservation and cultivation, or they could be the result 
of prolonged drought, these conditions converting productive terrain 
into unfruitful wastelands. 
 
· The land has gone mourning, has withered away.  Lebanon has 

become abashed, it has moldered.  Sharon has become like the 
desert plain, and Bashan and Carmel are shaking off their leaves. 
(Isaiah 33:9) 

 
· Her cities have become an object of astonishment, a waterless 

land and a desert plain.  As a land, in them no man will dwell, and 



through them no son of mankind will pass. (Jeremiah 51:43) 
 
· With the definite article, the word also denotes a specific part of 
the Promised Land.  Another term, tsi-yah', describes any waterless 
region and is used in parallel with the previously mentioned words.  
 
 
· He converts a wilderness into a reedy pool of water, and the land 

of a waterless region into outflows of water. (Psalms 107:35) 
 
· The wilderness and the waterless region will exult, and the 

desert plain will be joyful and blossom as the saffron. (Isaiah 
35:1) 

 
See Also ARABAH 
See Also ARABAH, TORRENT VALLEY OF 
 
· Even those regions meriting the description desert in the Bible 
were rarely of the sandy type, as certain portions of the Sahara Desert 
are with their rolling sand dunes.  Usually they were relatively treeless, 
arid or semiarid flatlands, rocky plateaus, or desolate waterless valleys 
hemmed in by high mountains and barren peaks.  
 
· Because of want and hunger they are sterile, gnawing at a 

waterless region, where yesterday there were storm and 
desolation. (Job 30:3) 

 
· They were plucking the salt herb by the bushes, and the root of 

broom trees was their food. (Job 30:4) 
 
· From the community they would be driven away.  People would 

shout at them as at a thief. (Job 30:5) 
 
· They have to reside on the very slope of torrent valleys, in holes 

of the dust and in rocks. (Job 30:6) 
 
· Among the bushes they would cry out, under the nettles they 

would huddle together. (Job 30:7) 
 
· And he will certainly become like a solitary tree in the desert 

plain and will not see when good comes, but he must reside in 
parched places in the wilderness, in a salt country that is not 
inhabited. (Jeremiah 17:6) 

 



· And now she is planted in the wilderness, in a waterless and 
thirsty land. (Ezekiel 19:13) 

 
· The nation of Israel, making their Exodus from Egypt, were 
guided by God into the wilderness along the Red Sea, causing Pharaoh 
to assume that they had lost their bearings. 
 
· Hence God made the people go round about by the way of the 

wilderness of the Red Sea.  But it was in battle formation that the 
sons of Israel went up out of the land of Egypt. (Exodus 13:18) 

 
· And Moses was taking Joseph’s bones with him, because he had 

made the sons of Israel solemnly swear, saying;  God will 
without fail turn his attention to you, and you must take my 
bones up out of here with you. (Exodus 13:19) 

 
· And they proceeded to depart from Succoth and to encamp at 

Etham at the edge of the wilderness. (Exodus 13:20) 
 
· Yehowah now spoke to Moses, saying; (Exodus 14:1) 
 
· Speak to the sons of Israel, that they should turn back and 

encamp before Pihahiroth between Migdol and the sea in view of 
Baal-zephon.  In front of it you are to encamp by the sea. 
(Exodus 14:2) 

 
· Then Pharaoh will certainly say respecting the sons of Israel, 

They are wandering in confusion in the land.  The wilderness has 
closed in upon them. (Exodus 14:3) 

 
· On the other side of the Red Sea, and for the remainder of 40 
years, Israel passed from one wilderness section to another, including 
the wilderness regions of Shur, Sin, Sinai, Paran, and Zin. 
 
· Later Moses caused Israel to depart from the Red Sea and they 

went out to the wilderness of Shur and marched on for three 
days in the wilderness, but they did not find water. (Exodus 
15:22) 

 
· Later they departed from Elim, and the entire assembly of the 

sons of Israel finally came to the wilderness of Sin, which is 
between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month 
after their coming out of the land of Egypt. (Exodus 16:1) 

 



· In the third month after the sons of Israel came out of the land 
of Egypt, on the same day, they came into the wilderness of 
Sinai. (Exodus 19:1) 

 
· In the third month after the sons of Israel came out of the land 

of Egypt, on the same day, they came into the wilderness of 
Sinai. (Exodus 19:1) 

 
· In the third month after the sons of Israel came out of the land 

of Egypt, on the same day, they came into the wilderness of 
Sinai. (Exodus 19:1) 

 
· At times encamping at oases, such as at Elim, with its 12 springs 
and 70 palm trees. 
 
· After that they came to Elim, where there were twelve springs of 

water and seventy palm trees.  So they went camping there by 
the water. (Exodus 15:27) 

 
· Kadesh 
 
· So they walked and came to Moses and Aaron and all the 

assembly of the sons of Israel in the wilderness of Paran, at 
Kadesh.  And they came bringing back word to them and all the 
assembly and showing them the fruitage of the land. (Numbers 
13:26) 

 
· And the days that we walked from Kadesh-barnea until we 

crossed the torrent valley of Zered were thirty-eight years, until 
all the generation of the men of war had come to their end from 
the midst of the camp, just as Yehowah had sworn to them. 
(Deuteronomy 2:14) 

 
· The Promised Land itself, forming part of the so-called Fertile 
Crescent, lay like a finger of well-cultivated land bounded on one side 
by the Mediterranean Sea and on two sides by vast wilderness regions 
the Syro-Arabian Desert on the East and the Sinai Peninsula on the 
South. 
 
· And I will fix your boundary from the Red Sea to the sea of the 

Philistines and from the wilderness to the River, because I shall 
give into your hand the inhabitants of the land, and you will 
certainly drive them out from before yourself. (Exodus 23:31) 

 



· Within the lands boundaries were smaller wilderness sections, 
for example, that by Dothan, just South of the Valley of Jezreel, where 
Joseph was cast into the waterpit by his brothers. 
 
· And the man continued;  They have pulled away from here, 

because I heard them saying;  Let us go to Dothan.  So Joseph 
kept on after his brothers and found them at Dothan. (Genesis 
37:17) 

 
· And Reuben went on to say to them;  Do not spill blood.  Pitch 

him into this water-pit which is in the wilderness and do not lay a 
violent hand upon him.  His purpose was to deliver him out of 
their hand in order to return him to his father. (Genesis 37:22) 

 
· The Wilderness of Judah, with certain sections around the cities 
of Ziph, Maon, and En-gedi, wildernesses in which David sought refuge 
from Saul 
 
· And the sons of the Kenite, whose son-in-law Moses was, came 

up out of the city of palm trees with the sons of Judah to the 
wilderness of Judah, which is to the south of Arad.  Then they 
went and took up dwelling with the people. (Judges 1:16) 

 
· And David took up dwelling in the wilderness in places difficult to 

approach, and he kept dwelling in the mountainous region in the 
wilderness of Ziph.  And Saul kept looking for him always, and 
God did not give him into his hand. (1 Samuel 23:14) 

 
· And David took up dwelling in the wilderness in places difficult to 

approach, and he kept dwelling in the mountainous region in the 
wilderness of Ziph.  And Saul kept looking for him always, and 
God did not give him into his hand. (1 Samuel 23:14) 

 
· And it came about that, as soon as Saul returned from following 

the Philistines, they came reporting to him, saying.  Look!  David 
is in the wilderness of En-gedi. (1 Samuel 24:1) 

 
· And wilderness regions on the East side of the Jordan, merging 
with the Syro-Arabian Desert. 
 
· And it came about that, as soon as Saul returned from following 

the Philistines, they came reporting to him, saying.  Look!  David 
is in the wilderness of En-gedi. (1 Samuel 24:1) 

 



· These are the words that Moses spoke to all Israel in the region 
of the Jordan in the wilderness, on the desert plains in front of 
Suph, between Paran and Tophel and Laban and Hazeroth and 
Dizahab. (Deuteronomy 1:1) 

 
· Namely, Bezer in the wilderness on the tableland for the 

Reubenites, and Ramoth in Gilead for the Gadites, and Golan in 
Bashan for the Manassites. (Deuteronomy 4:43) 

 
· Much of the rift valley through which the Jordan River runs, 
today called The Ghor, is basically desert land. 
 
· While many of the wilderness regions mentioned in the Bible are 
today completely barren wastelands, there is evidence that some were 
not always so.  
 
· Denis Baly, in The Geography of the Bible (1957, p. 91), says that the 
nature of the vegetation pattern must have undergone very great 
changes since Biblical times.   
 
· The original well-balanced conditions on which soil, climate, and 
vegetation formed a stable environment, with little soil erosion, were 
thrown out of balance by destruction of forests that were never 
replanted.  
 
· With shade gone, and roots no longer holding the soil, the 
burning summer heat and slashing winter rains destroyed it.  The earth 
was baked by the sun, swept by the wind, flaked by extreme 
temperature variations, and washed away by the rains.   
 
· Archaeological investigation shows that many areas now 
completely barren once included pasture lands, plains, and oases 
where springs and occasional rains plus careful water conservation 
made possible the building of villages and the maintaining of important 
caravan routes. [The Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible, edited by G. Buttrick, 
1962, Vol. 1, p. 828] 
 
· Even today many of such wilderness areas are covered with a 
heavy green turf in the spring, though by the end of summer they have 
been burned bare by heat and drought. 
 
·· Conditions In Wilderness Of Wandering 
 
· Although the conditions in some of the wilderness regions were 
quite possibly more favorable in the ancient past than at the present 



time, Moses could speak of Israel’s trek through Sinai as through the 
great and fear-inspiring wilderness, with poisonous serpents and 
scorpions and with thirsty ground that has no water. 
 
· Then we pulled away from Horeb and went marching through all 

that great and fear-inspiring wilderness, which you have seen, by 
the way of the mountainous region of the Amorites, just as 
Yehowah our God had commanded us, and we eventually came 
to Kadesh-barnea. (Deuteronomy 1:19) 

 
· Who caused you to walk through the great and fear-inspiring 

wilderness, with poisonous serpents and scorpions and with 
thirsty ground that has no water, who brought forth water for 
you out of the flinty rock. (Deuteronomy 8:15) 

 
·  It was a land of fevers. 
 
· I myself knew you in the wilderness, in the land of fevers. (Hosea 

13:5) 
 
· A land of pit and deep shadow. 
 
· And they have not said;  Where is Yehowah, the One bringing us 

up out of the land of Egypt, the One walking us through the 
wilderness, through a land of desert plain and pit, through a land 
of no water and of deep shadow, through a land through which 
no man passed and in which no earthling man dwelt? (Jeremiah 
2:6) 

 
· The more barren wilderness regions either were uninhabited. 
 
· To make it rain upon the land where there is no man, upon the 

wilderness in which there is no earthling man. (Job 38:26) 
 
· Or were places where tent dwellers resided and nomads roamed. 
 
· Even to the east he dwelt as far as where one enters the 

wilderness at the river Euphrates, for their livestock itself had 
become numerous in the land of Gilead. (1 Chronicles 5:9) 

 
· And in the days of Saul they made war upon the Hagrites, who 

came to fall by their hand, and so they dwelt in their tents 
throughout all the country east of Gilead. (1 Chronicles 5:10) 

 



· Raise your eyes to the beaten paths and see.  Where is it that you 
have not been raped?  Alongside the ways you have sat for them, 
like an Arabian in the wilderness, and you keep polluting the land 
with your acts of prostitution and with your badness. (Jeremiah 
3:2) 

 
· Here were brambles and thornbushes, 
 
· So Abraham got up early in the morning and took bread and a 

skin water bottle and gave it to Hagar, setting it upon her 
shoulder, and the child, and then dismissed her.  And she went 
her way and wandered about in the wilderness of Beersheba. 
(Genesis 21:14) 

 
· Finally the water became exhausted in the skin bottle and she 

threw the child under one of the bushes. (Genesis 21:15) 
 
· And Moses became a shepherd of the flock of Jethro, the priest of 

Midian, whose son-in-law he was.  While he was driving the flock 
to the west side of the wilderness, he came at length to the 
mountain of the true God, to Horeb. (Exodus 3:1) 

 
· Then Yehowah’s angel appeared to him in a flame of fire in the 

midst of a thorn bush.  As he kept looking, why, here the thorn 
bush was burning with the fire and yet the thorn bush was not 
consumed. (Exodus 3:2) 

 
· At this Gideon said;  That is why when Yehowah gives Zebah and 

Zalmunna into my hand, I shall certainly give your flesh a 
threshing with the thorns of the wilderness and the briers. 
(Judges 8:7) 

 
· Thorny lotus trees, and thickets of prickly acacia trees. 
 
· And they must make an Ark of acacia wood, two and a half cubits 

its length and a cubit and a half its width and a cubit and a half 
its height. (Exodus 25:10) 

 
· Under the thorny lotus trees it lies down, in the concealed place 

of reeds and the swampy place. (Job 40:21) 
 
· The thorny lotus trees keep it blocked off with their shadow, the 

poplars of the torrent valley surround it. (Job 40:22) 
 



· Weary travelers traversing the beaten paths, 
 
· On all the beaten paths through the wilderness the despoilers 

have come.  For the sword belonging to Yehowah is devouring 
from one end of the land even to the other end of the land.  There 
is no peace for any flesh. (Jeremiah 12:12) 

 
· Might seek shade under the thin, rodlike branches of a broom 
tree. 
 
· And he himself went into the wilderness a days journey, and at 

length came and sat down under a certain broom tree.  And he 
began to ask that his soul might die and to say;  It is enough!  
Now, O Yehowah, take my soul away, for I am no better than my 
forefathers. (1 Kings 19:4) 

 
· Finally he lay down and fell asleep under the broom tree.  But, 

look!  Now an angel was touching him.  Then he said to him;  Rise 
up, eat. (1 Kings 19:5) 

 
· Or under a gloomy-looking dwarf juniper. 
 
· Take to flight, provide escape for your souls, and you should 

become like a juniper tree in the wilderness. (Jeremiah 48:6) 
 
· Or by the gnarled trunk of a tamarisk with its featherlike foliage 
of tiny evergreen leaves. 
 
· After that he planted a tamarisk tree at Beersheba and called 

there upon the name of Yehowah the indefinitely lasting God. 
(Genesis 21:33) 

 
· High above, eagles and other birds of prey wheeled around in 
cloudless skies. 
 
· He came to find him in a wilderness land, and in an empty, 

howling desert.  He began to encircle him, to take care of him, to 
safeguard him as the pupil of his eye. (Deuteronomy 32:10) 

 
· Just as an eagle stirs up its nest, hovers over its fledglings, 

spreads out its wings, takes them, carries them on its pinions. 
(Deuteronomy 32:11) 

 



· While horned vipers and arrow snakes slithered over rocks and 
under bushes, sand lizards scurried about, and big monitor lizards 
lumbered along on short, powerful legs. 
 
· And the gecko fanfoot and the large lizard and the newt and the 

sand lizard and the chameleon. (Leviticus 11:30) 
 
· They have sharpened their tongue like that of a serpent, the 

venom of the horned viper is under their lips. (Psalms 140:3) 
 
· There the arrow snake has made its nest and lays eggs, and it 

must hatch them and gather them together under its shadow.  
Yes, there the gledes must collect themselves together, each one 
with her mate. (Isaiah 34:15) 

 
· Mountain goats appeared on rocky crags, 
 
· And Saul proceeded to take three thousand chosen men out of all 

Israel and to go looking for David and his men upon the bare 
rocks of the mountain goats. (1 Samuel 24:2) 

 
· wild asses, zebras, camels, and ostriches foraged on the sparse 
vegetation, and even pelicans and porcupines might be seen. 
 
· Look!  As zebras in the wilderness they have gone forth in their 

activity, looking for food.  The desert plain gives to each one 
bread for the boys. (Job 24:5) 

 
· Who sent forth the zebra free, and who loosened the very bands 

of the wild ass. (Job 39:5) 
 
· Whose house I have appointed the desert plain and whose 

dwelling places the salt country? (Job 39:6) 
 
· A zebra accustomed to the wilderness, at the craving of her soul, 

snuffing up the wind, at her time for copulation, who can turn 
her back?  All those who are looking for her will not go tiring 
themselves out.  In her month they will find her. (Jeremiah 2:24) 

 
· Even jackals themselves have presented the udder.  They have 

suckled their cubs.  The daughter of my people becomes cruel, 
like ostriches in the wilderness. (Lamentations 4:3) 

 
· And he will stretch out his hand toward the north, and he will 



destroy Assyria.  And he will make Nineveh a desolate waste, a 
waterless region like the wilderness. (Zephaniah 2:13) 

 
· And in the midst of her, droves will certainly lie stretched out, all 

the wild animals of a nation.  Both pelican and porcupine will 
spend the night right among her pillar capitals.  A voice will keep 
singing in the window.  There will be devastation at the 
threshold, for he will certainly lay bare the very wainscoting. 
(Zephaniah 2:14) 

 
· At night, the howling of jackals and wolves was joined by the 
hooting of owls or the whirring cry of the nightjar, adding to the 
feeling of wildness and isolation. 
 
· And the pelican and the porcupine must take possession of her, 

and long-eared owls and ravens themselves will reside in her, 
and he must stretch out over her the measuring line of emptiness 
and the stones of wasteness. (Isaiah 34:11) 

 
· Her nobles, there are none there whom they will call to the 

kingship itself, and her very princes will all become nothing. 
(Isaiah 34:12) 

 
· On her dwelling towers thorns must come up, nettles and thorny 

weeds in her fortified places, and she must become an abiding 
place of jackals, the courtyard for the ostriches. (Isaiah 34:13) 

 
· And haunters of waterless regions must meet up with howling 

animals, and even the goat-shaped demon will call to its 
companion.  Yes, there the nightjar will certainly take its ease 
and find for itself a resting-place. (Isaiah 34:14) 

 
· There the arrow snake has made its nest and lays eggs, and it 

must hatch them and gather them together under its shadow.  
Yes, there the gledes must collect themselves together, each one 
with her mate. (Isaiah 34:15) 

 
· That is why a lion out of the forest has struck them, a wolf itself 

of the desert plains keeps despoiling them, a leopard is keeping 
awake at their cities.  Everyone going forth from them gets torn 
to pieces.  For their transgressions have become many, their acts 
of unfaithfulness have become numerous. (Jeremiah 5:6) 

 



· Those who slept in a wilderness region generally did so with little 
sense of security. 
 
· And I will conclude with them a covenant of peace, and I shall 

certainly cause the injurious wild beast to cease out of the land, 
and they will actually dwell in the wilderness in security and 
sleep in the forests. (Ezekiel 34:25) 

 
· With the exception of scattered oases, the Sinai Peninsula is 
largely a region of sand, hard gravel, and rock.  Meager vegetation 
grows in the wadis.  
 
· Anciently there may have been a greater amount of rainfall and 
also more vegetation.  However, without God’s care, the Israelites, 
possibly numbering three million, could never have survived in this 
barren region.   
 
· As Moses told them on the Plains of Moab;  Watch out for 
yourself that you may not forget Yehowah your God who brought you 
out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slaves, who caused you to 
walk through the great and fear-inspiring wilderness, with poisonous 
serpents and scorpions and with thirsty ground that has no water, who 
brought forth water for you out of the flinty rock, who fed you with 
manna in the wilderness, which your fathers had not known, in order 
to humble you and in order to put you to the test so as to do you good 
in your afterdays. 
 
· Watch out for yourself that you may not forget Yehowah your 

God so as not to keep his commandments and his judicial 
decisions and his statutes that I am commanding you today. 
(Deuteronomy 8:11) 

 
· For fear that you may eat and indeed satisfy yourself, and you 

may build good houses and indeed dwell in them. (Deuteronomy 
8:12) 

 
· And your herd and your flock may increase, and silver and gold 

may increase for you, and all that is yours may increase. 
(Deuteronomy 8:13) 

 
· And your heart may indeed be lifted up and you may indeed 

forget Yehowah your God, who brought you out of the land of 
Egypt, out of the house of slaves. (Deuteronomy 8:14) 

 



· Who caused you to walk through the great and fear-inspiring 
wilderness, with poisonous serpents and scorpions and with 
thirsty ground that has no water, who brought forth water for 
you out of the flinty rock. (Deuteronomy 8:15) 

 
· Who fed you with manna in the wilderness, which your fathers 

had not known, in order to humble you and in order to put you to 
the test so as to do you good in your afterdays. (Deuteronomy 
8:16) 

 
·· Wilderness In The Greek Scriptures 
 
· Here the Greek term e're-mos corresponds generally to the Hebrew 
midh-bar'. 
 
· What man of you with a hundred sheep, on losing one of them, 

will not leave the ninety-nine behind in the wilderness and go for 
the lost one until he finds it? (Luke 15:4) 

 
· It describes the wilderness setting of John the Baptizers 
preaching 
 
· In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness 

of Judea. (Matthew 3:1) 
 
· And the lonely places into which a certain demonized man was 
driven. 
 
· But as he got out onto land a certain man from the city who had 

demons met him.  And for a considerable time he had not worn 
clothing, and he was staying, not at home, but among the tombs. 
(Luke 8:27) 

 
· At the sight of Jesus he cried aloud and fell down before him, and 

with a loud voice he said;  What have I to do with you, Jesus Son 
of the Most High God?  I beg you, do not torment me. (Luke 
8:28) 

 
· For he had been ordering the unclean spirit to come out of the 

man.  For over a long time it had held him fast, and he was 
repeatedly bound with chains and fetters under guard, but he 
would burst the bonds and be driven by the demon into the 
lonely places. (Luke 8:29) 

 



· Jesus, after being baptized, fasted and was tempted by Satan in 
a wilderness region. 
 
· Then Jesus was led by the spirit up into the wilderness to be 

tempted by the Devil. (Matthew 4:1) 
 
· When he has finished making atonement for the holy place and 

the tent of meeting and the altar, he must also present the live 
goat. (Leviticus 16:20) 

 
· And Aaron must lay both his hands upon the head of the live goat 

and confess over it all the errors of the sons of Israel and all their 
revolts in all their sins, and he must put them upon the head of 
the goat and send it away by the hand of a ready man into the 
wilderness. (Leviticus 16:21) 

 
· And the goat must carry upon itself all their errors into a desert 

land, and he must send the goat away into the wilderness. 
(Leviticus 16:22) 

 
· During his ministry, at times Jesus retired to the wilderness to 
pray. 
 
· However, he continued in retirement in the deserts and praying. 

(Luke 5:16) 
 
· He assured his disciples, however, that his presence with kingly 
power would not be limited to some lonely wilderness but would be 
made manifest everywhere. 
 
· Therefore, if people say to you, Look!  He is in the wilderness, do 

not go out;  Look!  He is in the inner chambers, do not believe it. 
(Matthew 24:26) 

 
· The wilderness still had its own special dangers when the apostle 
Paul made his missionary journeys. 
 
· In journeys often, in dangers from rivers, in dangers from 

highwaymen, in dangers from my own race, in dangers from the 
nations, in dangers in the city, in dangers in the wilderness, in 
dangers at sea, in dangers among false brothers. (2 Corinthians 
11:26) 

 
· Are you not really the Egyptian who before these days stirred up 



a sedition and led the four thousand dagger men out into the 
wilderness? (Acts of Apostles 21:38) 

 
·· Figurative Uses 
 
· The wilderness regions to the East and Southeast of Palestine 
were also the source of fierce hot winds now called siroccos, from the 
Arabic word, sharquiyyeh, for east wind.   
 
· These winds blowing in from the desert have a tremendous 
parching effect, absorbing all the moisture in the air and often carrying 
with them fine, yellowish dust. 
 
· At that time it will be said to this people and to Jerusalem: There 

is a searing wind of the beaten paths through the wilderness on 
the way to the daughter of my people, it is not for winnowing, 
nor for cleansing. (Jeremiah 4:11) 

 
· The siroccos occur principally in the spring and fall, and those in 
the spring can be very destructive to vegetation and crops. 
 
· And, look!  Although transplanted, will it have success?  Will it 

not dry up completely, even as when the east wind touches it?  
In the garden beds of its sprout it will dry up. (Ezekiel 17:10) 

 
· Speaking of Ephraim, as the tribe representing the apostate 
northern kingdom of Israel, Yehowah foretold that though Ephraim 
should show fruitfulness, an east wind will come.  
 
· From a wilderness it is coming up, and it will dry up his well and 
drain his spring.  That one will pillage the treasure of all desirable 
articles.  
 
· This devastating east wind out of the wilderness symbolized the 
attack on Israel by Assyria out of the East, plundering and carrying the 
Israelites captive. 
 
· The error of Ephraim is wrapped up, his sin is treasured up. 

(Hosea 13:12) 
 
· The labor pangs of a woman giving birth are what will come to 

him.  He is a son not wise, for in season he will not stand still at 
the breaking forth of sons from the womb. (Hosea 13:13) 

 



· From the hand of Sheol I shall redeem them, from death I shall 
recover them.  Where are your stings, O Death?  Where is your 
destructiveness, O Sheol?  Compassion itself will be concealed 
from my eyes. (Hosea 13:14) 

 
· In case he himself as the son of reed plants should show 

fruitfulness, an east wind, the wind of Yehowah, will come.  From 
a wilderness it is coming up, and it will dry up his well and drain 
his spring.  That one will pillage the treasure of all desirable 
articles. (Hosea 13:15) 

 
· Samaria will be held guilty, for she is actually rebellious against 

her God.  By the sword they will fall.  Their own children will be 
dashed to pieces, and their pregnant women themselves will be 
ripped up. (Hosea 13:16) 

 
· Wilderness regions themselves, characteristically thinly inhabited 
and manifesting a lack of human attention and cultivation, were often 
used to depict the destructive results of enemy invasion.   
 
· Because of Judah’s unfaithfulness, the armies of Babylon would 
make her holy cities a wilderness, Zion a sheer wilderness, Jerusalem a 
desolate waste. 
 
· Your own holy cities have become a wilderness.  Zion itself has 

become a sheer wilderness, Jerusalem a desolate waste. (Isaiah 
64:10) 

 
· Her orchards and cultivated fields all taking on a wilderness 
appearance. 
 
· I saw, and, look!  The orchard itself was a wilderness, and the 

very cities of it had all been torn down.  It was because of 
Yehowah, because of his burning anger. (Jeremiah 4:26) 

 
· Over the mountains I shall raise a weeping and lamentation, and 

over the pasture grounds of the wilderness a dirge, for they will 
have been burned so that there is no man passing through and 
people actually will not hear the sound of livestock.  Both the 
flying creature of the heavens and the beast will have fled, they 
will have gone. (Jeremiah 9:10) 

 
· And I will make Jerusalem piles of stones, the lair of jackals, and 

the cities of Judah I shall make a desolate waste, without an 



inhabitant. (Jeremiah 9:11) 
 
· Who is the man that is wise, that he may understand this, even 

the one to whom the mouth of Yehowah has spoken, that he may 
tell it?  On what account should the land actually perish, be 
actually burned like the wilderness without anyone passing 
through? (Jeremiah 9:12) 

 
· Her princely rulers, who had been like majestic cedars of a forest, 
would be felled. 
 
· For this is what Yehowah has said concerning the house of the 

king of Judah, You are as Gilead to me, the head of Lebanon.  
Assuredly I shall make you a wilderness, as for the cities, not one 
will be inhabited. (Jeremiah 22:6) 

 
· And I will sanctify against you those bringing ruin, each one and 

his weapons, and they must cut down the choicest of your cedars 
and cause them to fall into the fire. (Jeremiah 22:7) 

 
· And the word of Yehowah continued to occur to me, saying; 

(Ezekiel 17:1) 
 
· Son of man, propound a riddle and compose a proverbial saying 

toward the house of Israel. (Ezekiel 17:2) 
 
· And you must say;  This is what the Sovereign Lord Yehowah has 

said;  The great eagle, having great wings, with long pinions, full 
of plumage, which had color variety, came to Lebanon and 
proceeded to take the treetop of the cedar. (Ezekiel 17:3) 

 
· He plucked off the very top of its young shoots and came 

bringing it to the land of Canaan, in a city of traders he placed it. 
(Ezekiel 17:4) 

 
· Say, please, to the rebellious house, Do you people actually not 

know what these things mean?  Say;  Look!  The king of Babylon 
came to Jerusalem and proceeded to take its king and its princes 
and bring them to himself at Babylon. (Ezekiel 17:12) 

 
· Furthermore, he took one of the royal seed and concluded a 

covenant with him and brought him into an oath, and the 
foremost men of the land he took away. (Ezekiel 17:13) 

 



· On the other hand, in retribution for their hatred and opposition 
to God’s kingdom arrangement, the enemy nations, such as Babylon, 
Egypt, Edom, and others, were to undergo a similar experience.  
Particularly Babylon was singled out as due to become a waterless 
wilderness and a desert plain, uninhabited, forgotten in her desolation.  
 
· The mother of you men has become very much ashamed.  She 

that gave you birth has been disappointed.  Look!  She is the 
least important of the nations, a waterless wilderness and a 
desert plain. (Jeremiah 50:12) 

 
· Because of the indignation of Yehowah she will not be inhabited, 

and she must become a desolate waste in her entirety.  As for 
anyone passing along by Babylon, he will stare in astonishment 
and whistle on account of all her plagues. (Jeremiah 50:13) 

 
· Array yourselves against Babylon on every side, all you who are 

treading the bow.  Shoot at her.  Spare no arrow, for it is against 
Yehowah that she has sinned. (Jeremiah 50:14) 

 
· Shout a war cry against her on every side.  She has given her 

hand.  Her pillars have fallen.  Her walls have been torn down.  
For it is the vengeance of Yehowah.  Take your vengeance on her.  
Just as she has done, do to her. (Jeremiah 50:15) 

 
· Cut off the sower from Babylon, and the one handling the sickle 

in the time of harvest.  Because of the maltreating sword they 
will turn each one to his own people, and they will flee each one 
to his own land. (Jeremiah 50:16) 

 
· As regards Egypt, a desolate waste it will become, and as regards 

Edom, a wilderness of desolate waste it will become, because of 
the violence to the sons of Judah, in whose land they shed 
innocent blood. (Joel 3:19) 

 
· Therefore, as I am alive, is the utterance of Yehowah of armies, 

the God of Israel, Moab herself will become just like Sodom, and 
the sons of Ammon like Gomorrah, a place possessed by nettles, 
and a salt pit, and a desolate waste, even to time indefinite.  The 
remaining ones of my people will plunder them, and the remnant 
of my own nation will take possession of them. (Zephaniah 2:9) 

 
· This is what they will have instead of their pride, because they 

reproached and kept putting on great airs against the people of 



Yehowah of armies. (Zephaniah 2:10) 
 
· By contrast, the restoration of Judah, after the 70-year exile, 
would be like converting a wilderness region into an Edenic garden, 
with fruitful orchards and productive fields watered by streams and 
rivers, and with reedy plants, leafy trees, and blossoming flowers, all 
making the land appear to rejoice. 
 
· The wilderness and the waterless region will exult, and the 

desert plain will be joyful and blossom as the saffron. (Isaiah 
35:1) 

 
· Without fail it will blossom, and it will really be joyful with 

joyousness and with glad crying out.  The glory of Lebanon itself 
must be given to it, the splendor of Carmel and of Sharon.  There 
will be those who will see the glory of Yehowah, the splendor of 
our God. (Isaiah 35:2) 

 
· For Yehowah will certainly comfort Zion.  He will for certain 

comfort all her devastated places, and he will make her 
wilderness like Eden and her desert plain like the garden of 
Yehowah.  Exultation and rejoicing themselves will be found in 
her, thanksgiving and the voice of melody. (Isaiah 51:3) 

 
·· Individuals 
 
· Similar references to individuals show that such prophecies apply 
primarily in a spiritual, rather than a literal, way.  Thus, the one 
trusting in men rather than in Yehowah is likened to a solitary tree in a 
desert plain, with no hope of seeing good.  But the one trusting in 
Yehowah is like a tree planted by the waters, fruitful, luxuriant, secure. 
 
· This is what Yehowah has said;  Cursed is the able-bodied man 

who puts his trust in earthling man and actually makes flesh his 
arm, and whose heart turns away from Yehowah himself. 
(Jeremiah 17:5) 

 
· And he will certainly become like a solitary tree in the desert 

plain and will not see when good comes, but he must reside in 
parched places in the wilderness, in a salt country that is not 
inhabited. (Jeremiah 17:6) 

 
· Blessed is the able-bodied man who puts his trust in Yehowah, 

and whose confidence Yehowah has become. (Jeremiah 17:7) 



 
· And he will certainly become like a tree planted by the waters, 

that sends out its roots right by the watercourse, and he will not 
see when heat comes, but his foliage will actually prove to be 
luxuriant.  And in the year of drought he will not become 
anxious, nor will he leave off from producing fruit. (Jeremiah 
17:8) 

 
· These contrasts also provide the basis for a mental picture of 
what constituted a wilderness region. 
 
·· Wilderness Of The Sea 
 
· The wilderness, midh-bar', of the sea at; 
 
· The pronouncement against the wilderness of the sea!  Like 

storm winds in the south in moving onward, from the wilderness 
it is coming, from a fear-inspiring land. (Isaiah 21:1) 

 
· Has been understood by some commentators to be an expression 
referring to the southern part of ancient Babylonia.  When the 
Euphrates and Tigris rivers annually overflowed their banks, this region 
became as a wilderness sea. 
 
·· In Revelation 
 
· In the book of Revelation, the wilderness is used in a dual sense: 
to represent solitude and refuge from attackers in the case of the 
symbolic woman who gives birth to the royal male child 
 
· And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she has a place 

prepared by God, that they should feed her there a thousand two 
hundred and sixty days. (Revelation 12:6) 

 
· But the two wings of the great eagle were given the woman, that 

she might fly into the wilderness to her place, there is where she 
is fed for a time and times and half a time away from the face of 
the serpent. (Revelation 12:14) 

 
· And to represent the home of wild beasts in the case of the 
symbolic woman Babylon the Great, who rides the seven-headed wild 
beast. 
 
· And he carried me away in the power of the spirit into a 



wilderness.  And I caught sight of a woman sitting upon a 
scarlet-colored wild beast that was full of blasphemous names 
and that had seven heads and ten horns. (Revelation 17:3) 

 
· And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet, and was 

adorned with gold and precious stone and pearls and had in her 
hand a golden cup that was full of disgusting things and the 
unclean things of her fornication. (Revelation 17:4) 

 
· And upon her forehead was written a name, a mystery.  Babylon 

the Great, the mother of the harlots and of the disgusting things 
of the earth. (Revelation 17:5) 

 
· And I saw that the woman was drunk with the blood of the holy 

ones and with the blood of the witnesses of Jesus.  Well, on 
catching sight of her I wondered with great wonderment. 
(Revelation 17:6) 

 
· And the ten horns that you saw mean ten kings, who have not 

yet received a kingdom, but they do receive authority as kings 
one hour with the wild beast. (Revelation 17:12) 

 
· These have one thought, and so they give their power and 

authority to the wild beast. (Revelation 17:13) 
 
· These will battle with the Lamb, but, because he is Lord of lords 

and King of kings, the Lamb will conquer them.  Also, those 
called and chosen and faithful with him will do so. (Revelation 
17:14) 

 
 


