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~WRITING (353) 
·· This Is The History Of Jacob 
·· Writing Before The Flood 
·· Writing After The Flood 
·· Literacy Among The Israelites 
 
· The act of inscribing on a surface letters or characters that 
convey words or ideas.  The first man, Adam, was endowed with the 
ability to speak a language.  Initially, however, there would have been 
little, if any, need for him to write.   
 
· Adam was then able to handle all communication by word of 
mouth and, as a perfect man, did not have to depend on a written 
record to offset an imperfect memory.  
 
· Nevertheless, Adam must have had the ability to devise some 
means of making a written record.  But the Bible provides no direct 
proof that he wrote either before or after his transgression. 
 
· The thought has been advanced that the words, this is the book 
of Adam’s history, may indicate that Adam was the writer of this book. 
 
· This is the book of Adam’s history.  In the day of God’s creating 

Adam he made him in the likeness of God. (Genesis 5:1) 
 
· Commenting on the phrase this is the history, these are the 
origins, occurring frequently throughout Genesis, P. J. Wiseman notes: It 
is the concluding sentence of each section, and therefore points 
backward to a narrative already recorded.  It normally refers to the 
writer of the history, or the owner of the tablet containing it. [New 
Discoveries in Babylonia About Genesis, 1949, p. 53] 
 
· Examination of the contents of these histories casts considerable 
doubt on the correctness of the view advanced by Wiseman.  For 
example, according to this view, the section beginning with (Genesis 
Chapter 36, verse 10), would conclude with the words of; 
 
· This is the history of Jacob.  Joseph, when seventeen years old, 

happened to be tending sheep with his brothers among the flock, 
and, being but a boy, he was with the sons of Bilhah and the sons 
of Zilpah, the wives of his father.  So Joseph brought a bad report 
about them to their father. (Genesis 37:2) 



 
·· This Is The History Of Jacob 
 
·  However, nearly the entire record pertains to Esau’s offspring 
and makes only incidental reference to Jacob.   
 
· On the other hand, the information that follows presents 
extensive information about Jacob and his family.  Moreover, if the 
theory were correct, this would mean that Ishmael and Esau were the 
writers or possessors of the most extensive documents about God’s 
dealings with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  
 
· This does not appear to be reasonable, for it would make those 
who had no share in the Abrahamic covenant the ones who had the 
greatest interest in that covenant.  
 
· It would be hard to conceive that Ishmael had such concern 
about events associated with Abraham’s household that he put forth 
efforts to get a detailed record of them, a record that spanned many 
years after his being dismissed along with his mother Hagar. 
 
· And this is the history of Terah.  Terah became father to Abram, 

Nahor and Haran, and Haran became father to Lot. (Genesis 
11:27) 

 
· And this is the history of Ishmael the son of Abraham whom 

Hagar the Egyptian the maidservant of Sarah bore to Abraham. 
(Genesis 25:12) 

 
· Similarly, there would have been no reason for Esau, who had no 
appreciation for sacred things. 
 
· That there may be no fornicator nor anyone not appreciating 

sacred things, like Esau, who in exchange for one meal gave 
away his rights as firstborn. (Hebrews 12:16) 

 
· To have written or to have been the possessor of an account 
dealing extensively with events in Jacob’s life, events to which Esau 
was not an eyewitness. 
 
· And this is the history of Isaac the son of Abraham.  Abraham 

became father to Isaac. (Genesis 25:19) 
 
· And this is the history of Esau, that is to say;  Edom. (Genesis 



36:1) 
 
· Also, it does not seem logical to conclude that Isaac and Jacob 
would have largely ignored God’s dealings with them, being content to 
have only brief records about someone elses genealogies. 
 
· Now these are the names of the sons of Ishmael, by their names, 

according to their family origins.  Ishmael’s firstborn Nebaioth 
and Kedar and Adbeel and Mibsam. (Genesis 25:13) 

 
· And Mishma and Dumah and Massa. (Genesis 25:14) 
 
· Hadad and Tema, Jetur, Naphish and Kedemah. (Genesis 25:15) 
 
· These are the sons of Ishmael, and these are their names by their 

courtyards and by their walled camps, twelve chieftains 
according to their clans. (Genesis 25:16) 

 
· And these are the years of Ishmael’s life, a hundred and thirty-

seven years.  Then he expired and died and was gathered to his 
people. (Genesis 25:17) 

 
· And they took up tabernacling from Havilah near Shur, which is 

in front of Egypt, as far as Assyria.  In front of all his brothers he 
settled down. (Genesis 25:18) 

 
· And this is the history of Isaac the son of Abraham.  Abraham 

became father to Isaac. (Genesis 25:19) 
 
· These are the names of the sons of Esau.  Eliphaz the son of 

Adah, Esau’s wife.  Reuel the son of Basemath, Esau’s wife. 
(Genesis 36:10) 

 
· This is the history of Jacob.  Joseph, when seventeen years old, 

happened to be tending sheep with his brothers among the flock, 
and, being but a boy, he was with the sons of Bilhah and the sons 
of Zilpah, the wives of his father.  So Joseph brought a bad report 
about them to their father. (Genesis 37:2) 

 
·· Writing Before The Flood 
 
· There is no way to establish definitely that some of the histories 
mentioned in the book of Genesis were committed to writing before 
the Flood, and the Bible contains no references to pre-Flood writing.   



 
· However, it should be noted that the building of cities, the 
development of musical instruments, and the forging of iron and 
copper tools had their start long before the Flood. 
 
· Afterward Cain had intercourse with his wife and she became 

pregnant and gave birth to Enoch.  Then he engaged in building a 
city and called the city’s name by the name of his son Enoch. 
(Genesis 4:17) 

 
· And the name of his brother was Jubal.  He proved to be the 

founder of all those who handle the harp and the pipe. (Genesis 
4:21) 

 
· As for Zillah, she too gave birth to Tubalcain, the forger of every 

sort of tool of copper and iron.  And the sister of Tubalcain was 
Naamah. (Genesis 4:22) 

 
· Reasonably, therefore, men would have had little difficulty in 
also developing a method of writing.  Since there was only one 
language originally, which later became known as Hebrew, and since 
those who continued to speak that language, the Israelites, are known 
to have used an alphabet, this suggests that alphabetic writing could 
have existed before the Flood. 
 
See Also HEBREW 2 
 
· Assyrian King Ashurbanipal spoke of reading inscriptions on 
stone from the time before the flood. [Light From the Ancient Past, by J.  
Finegan, 1959, pp. 216,217] 
 
· But these inscriptions may have simply preceded a local flood of 
considerable proportions or could have been accounts that purported 
to relate events prior to the Flood.   
 
· For example, what is termed, The Sumerian King List, after 
mentioning that eight kings ruled for 241,000 years, states: Then the 
Flood swept over the earth. [Ancient Near Eastern Texts, edited by J. Pritchard, 
1974, p. 265] Such record, clearly, is not authentic. 
 
· According to Bible chronology, the global Flood of Noah’s day 
occurred in 2370 B.C.E.  Archaeologists have assigned dates earlier 
than this to numerous clay tablets they have excavated.  But these clay 
tablets are not dated documents.  
 



· Hence the dates that have been assigned to them are merely 
conjectural and provide no solid basis for establishing a relationship in 
time to the Biblical Flood.   
 
· None of the artifacts that have been excavated are definitely 
known to date from pre-Flood times.  Archaeologists who have 
assigned items to the pre-Flood period have done so on the basis of 
findings that, at best, can only be interpreted to give evidence of a 
great local flood. 
 
·· Writing After The Flood 
 
· After the confusion of man’s original language at Babel, various 
systems of writing came into existence.  The Babylonians, Assyrians, 
and other peoples used cuneiform, wedge-shaped, script, which is 
thought to have been developed by the Sumerians from their 
pictographic writing.   
 
· There is evidence that more than one writing system was used at 
the same time.  For example, an ancient Assyrian wall painting depicts 
two scribes, one making cuneiform impressions on a tablet with a 
stylus, likely in Akkadian, and the other writing with a brush on a piece 
of skin or papyrus, possibly in Aramaic.   
 
· Egyptian hieroglyphic writing consisted of distinct pictorial 
representations and geometric forms.  Though hieroglyphic writing 
continued to be employed for inscriptions on monuments and wall 
paintings, two other forms of writing, first hieratic and then demotic, 
came into use.  
 
· In nonalphabetic systems, a pictorial representation, or its later, 
often irrecognizable, linear or cursive form, could stand for the object 
depicted, an idea conveyed by the object, or another word or syllable 
having the same pronunciation.  
 
· By way of illustration, a simple drawing of an eye could be used 
in English to designate an eye, the personal pronoun I, the verb see, 
the noun sea, or the initial syllable of season. 
  
See Also EGYPT - EGYPTIAN 
 
· The alphabetic system employed by the Israelites was phonetic, 
with each written consonant symbol representing a particular 
consonant sound. 



 
·  The vowel sounds, however, had to be supplied by the reader, 
the context determining the word intended in the case of terms having 
the same spelling but a different combination of vowel sounds.  
 
· This posed no real problem, even modern Hebrew magazines, 
newspapers, and books omit vowel points almost entirely. 
 
·· Literacy Among The Israelites 
 
· Priests of Israel. 
 
· And the priest must write these cursings in the book and must 

wipe them out into the bitter water. (Numbers 5:23) 
 
· Prominent persons, like Moses 
 
· Accordingly Moses wrote down all the words of Yehowah.  Then 

he got up early in the morning and built at the foot of the 
mountain an altar and twelve pillars corresponding with the 
twelve tribes of Israel. (Exodus 24:4) 

 
· Joshua 
 
· Then Joshua wrote these words in the book of God’s Law and 

took a great stone and set it up there under the massive tree that 
is by the sanctuary of Yehowah. (Joshua 24:26) 

 
· Samuel 
 
· Upon that Samuel spoke to the people about the rightful due of 

the kingship and wrote it in a book and deposited it before 
Yehowah.  Then Samuel sent all the people away, each one to his 
house. (1 Samuel 10:25) 

 
· David 
 
· Upon that Samuel spoke to the people about the rightful due of 

the kingship and wrote it in a book and deposited it before 
Yehowah.  Then Samuel sent all the people away, each one to his 
house. (1 Samuel 10:25) 

 
· So he wrote in the letter, saying;  Put Uriah in front of the 

heaviest battle charges, and you men must retreat from behind 



him, and he must be struck down and die. (2 Samuel 11:15) 
 
· Jehu 
 
· Now Ahab had seventy sons in Samaria.  Therefore Jehu wrote 

letters and sent them to Samaria to the princes of Jezreel, the 
older men and the caretakers of Ahab, saying; (2 Kings 10:1) 

 
· At that he wrote them a second letter, saying;  If you belong to 

me, and it is my voice that you are obeying, take the heads of the 
men that are sons of your lord and come to me tomorrow at this 
time at Jezreel.  Now the sons of the king, seventy men, were 
with the distinguished men of the city that were bringing them 
up. (2 Kings 10:6) 

 
· Knew how to read and write, and the people in general, with 
some exceptions, were literate also. 
 
· En route he captured a young man of the men of Succoth and 

made inquiries of him.  So he wrote out for him the names of the 
princes of Succoth and its older men, seventy-seven men. 
(Judges 8:14) 

 
· And the rest of the trees of his forest, they will become such a 

number that a mere boy will be able to write them down. (Isaiah 
10:19) 

 
· And the book must be given to someone that does not know 

writing, somebody saying;  Read this out loud, please, and he has 
to say;  I do not know writing at all. (Isaiah 29:12) 

 
· Though apparently figurative, the command for the Israelites to 
write upon the doorposts of their houses implied that they were 
literate. 
 
· And you must tie them as a sign upon your hand, and they must 

serve as a frontlet band between your eyes. (Deuteronomy 6:8) 
 
· And you must write them upon the doorposts of your house and 

on your gates. (Deuteronomy 6:9) 
 
· And the Law required that the king, upon taking his throne, write 
out for himself a copy of the Law and read in it daily. 
 



· And it must occur that when he takes his seat on the throne of 
his kingdom, he must write in a book for himself a copy of this 
Law from that which is in the charge of the priests, the Levites. 
(Deuteronomy 17:18) 

 
· And it must continue with him, and he must read in it all the days 

of his life, in order, that he may learn to fear Yehowah his God so 
as to keep all the words of this Law and these regulations by 
doing them. (Deuteronomy 17:19) 

 
See Also BOOK 
 
· Although Hebrew written material was evidently quite common, 
few Israelite inscriptions have been found.  Likely this is because the 
Israelites did not erect many monuments to extol their achievements.   
 
· Most of the writing, including the books of the Bible, was 
doubtless done with ink on papyrus or parchment and, therefore, 
would not have lasted long in the damp soil of Palestine.  The message 
of the Scriptures, however, was preserved throughout the centuries by 
painstaking copying and recopying.  
 
· The Bible’s history alone reaches to man’s very beginning and 
even beyond. (Genesis Chapters 1,2) The records engraved on stone 
and inscribed on clay tablets, prisms, and cylinders may, in some cases, 
be much older than the most ancient extant Bible manuscript, yet 
those records have no real effect on the lives of people today many of 
them [like The Sumerian King List] contain outright falsehoods.  
 
· Hence, among ancient writings, the Bible stands out as unique in 
presenting a meaningful message that deserves much more than 
passing interest.  
 
See Also COPYIST 
See Also MANUSCRIPTS OF THE BIBLE 
See Also SCRIBE 
 
 


